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Shah moots 1 card for all utilities 


Home Minister says 2021 census will be digital and could prepare a base for it 



^ Why can’t we have just 
** one card for all utilities 
like Aadhaar, passport, bank 
account, driving licence, 
voter card. There should be a 
system that all data should be 
put together in a single card... 
That is why digital census is 
very important 

AMIT SHAH, Union Home Minister 



Tender floated for 50 lakh 
anti-pollution masks 

NEW DELHI 

The government has floated a 
tender for procurement of 
around 50 lakh anti-pollution 
masks to be distributed to 
the public under a plan which 
was earlier announced by 
Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal, officials said. "We 
are yet to take a final call on 
how to distribute them but 
we are considering getting it 
done through schools," a 
government official said. 

CITY ►PAGE 3 



SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Announcing that the 2021 
census exercise would be 
carried out digitally. Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah on 
Monday suggested one card 
for all utilities in future. 

Speaking at the founda¬ 
tion stone laying ceremony 
for construction of a new 
building of the Registrar 
General of India (RGI) that 
conducts census, he said the 
digital census had the poten¬ 
tial to bring all cards such as 
Aadhaar, passport, bank ac¬ 
count, and driving licence 
on one platform. “Why is it 
so difficult to link and update 
birth and death registration 
with census data,” he won¬ 
dered. 

No formal proposal 

He said there was no formal 
proposal for the common 
utility card, but digital cen¬ 
sus had the potential of pre¬ 
paring the base for it. 

The decennial census ex¬ 


ercise will be undertaken in 
2021 and, for the first time, 
move from paper to digital 
format. Mr. Shah said 
H2,000 crore would be 
spent on preparation of the 
National Population Register 
(NPR) and census. 

Mr. Shah said the NPR 
would be updated on a prior¬ 
ity basis as it helps in track¬ 
ing criminal activities, and 
better planning and execu¬ 
tion of government schemes. 
The NPR links biometric and 
demographic details of any 
ordinary resident, thus mak¬ 
ing it a comprehensive data¬ 


base of residents. 

The exercise was conduct¬ 
ed earlier in two phases in 
2010 and 2015. The next 
round of recording biomet¬ 
ric and family tree details of 
Indian citizens will be con¬ 
ducted in September 2020, a 
government notification is¬ 
sued earlier said. 

The NPR exercise is diffe¬ 
rent from the census and is 
not linked to the National Re¬ 
gister of Citizens (NRC). For 
the purpose of the NPR, an 
ordinary resident is defined 
as a person who has resided 
in a local area for the past six 


months or more or a person 
who intends to reside in that 
area for the next six months 
or more. 

Mr. Shah said the Census 
2021 data would be the base 
for the country’s future plan¬ 
ning, development initia¬ 
tives and welfare schemes, 
and people’s wholehearted 
participation would be the 
key to the success of the 
exercise. 

“India’s 130 crore popula¬ 
tion should be informed 
about its benefits. The utili¬ 
sation of census data is mul¬ 
ti-dimensional, and will be a 
significant contribution in 
the nation’s progress,” he 
said. 

He said on the basis of the 
2011 Census, the Modi go¬ 
vernment had planned 22 
welfare schemes related to 
electricity, gas connections, 
roads, houses for the poor, 
toilets, bank accounts, and 
opening of bank branches. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 


Rawat hints at stronger action 
as Pale, revives Balakot camp 

500 people waiting to infiltrate, says Chief of Army Staff 


DENN IS S. JESUDASAN 

CHENNAI 

Chief of Army Staff General 
Bipin Rawat on Monday indi¬ 
cated that India’s response 
to the revival of the terrorist 
camp at Balakot in Pakistan 
could go beyond air strikes. 

Asked if there could be a 
repeat of the air strike, he 
said: “Why must we expect a 
repeat of a similar thing? 
Earlier we did something, 
then we did Balakot; why 
not keep the other side 
guessing as to what we will 
do? Why tell them what we 
are going to do? Why say re¬ 
peat? Why not something 
beyond that?” 

Interacting with reporters 
at the Officers Training Aca¬ 
demy here, Gen. Rawat said, 
the terrorist camp in Pakis¬ 
tan that had been destroyed 
by the Indian Air Force ear¬ 
lier this year, has been reac¬ 
tivated very recently and at 



Gen. Bipin Rawat at the 
Officers Training Academy in 
Chennai on Monday, -r.ragu 


least 500 persons were wait¬ 
ing to sneak into India. 

However, adequate mea¬ 
sures were in place to pre¬ 
vent their entry, he asserted. 

To a query on the number 
of infiltrators, he said: 
“These numbers keep fluc¬ 
tuating. But, I would say, 
yes, there are at least 500 
people waiting to infiltrate. 
That is the minimum num¬ 
ber I would say. But, these 


Trump renews 
offer to mediate 

U.S. President Donald 
Trump on Monday hoped 
India and Pakistan would 
resolve their differences 
over Kashmir. At a meeting 
with Imran Khan, he 
reiterated his willingness to 
mediate between the two 
nations. ► page u 


numbers keep fluctuating 
because, depending on how 
the weather pattern is, they 
keep moving.” 

Since the snowfall came 
down and ice melted, the 
shift had taken place in the 
northern part of Jammu and 
Kashmir towards Gurez and 
those areas were getting ac¬ 
tivated, the Army chief said. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 
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Maradu: SC 
slams Kerala 
top official 

KRISH NADAS RAJAGOPAL 

NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court on 
Monday slammed Kerala 
Chief Secretary Tom Jose 
for “patent breach of law” 
by the State in allowing ille¬ 
gal structures like the Ma¬ 
radu high-rise apartments 
to come up along a fragile 
coastal zone even as thou¬ 
sands perish or are ren¬ 
dered homeless by natural 
tragedies like floods which 
devastate the State. 

Justice Arun Mishra, ac¬ 
companied by Justice S. Ra- 
vindra Bhat, spoke directly 
to Mr. Jose, who was pre¬ 
sent in the crowded cour¬ 
troom. “We can prosecute 
you for culpable negli¬ 
gence,” Justice Mishra ad¬ 
dressed Mr. Jose in court. 

Affidavit inadequate 

The court also declared an 
affidavit filed by Mr. Jose 
“wholly unsatisfactory” 
and a reflection of the go¬ 
vernment’s intention not 
to have a concrete plan to 
prevent encroachments 
along the coastal zone, des¬ 
pite the frequent recur¬ 
rence of natural disasters 
in the State. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 


Renewable energy target 
to be more than doubled 

Capacity to be raised to 450 GW: Modi 


SRIRAM LAKSHMAN 

NEW YORK CITY 

India’s renewable energy 
target will be increased to 
450 GW, Prime Minister Na- 
rendra Modi said at the Unit¬ 
ed Nations Climate Action 
Summit here on Monday. 

“India today has come 
not just to talk about the se¬ 
riousness of this issue, but 
to present a practical ap¬ 
proach and a road map. We 
believe an ounce of practice 
is worth more than a tonne 
of preaching,” he said. 

Comprehensive plan 

Speaking in Hindi, Mr. Modi 
reiterated India’s commit¬ 
ment to the creation of 175 
GW renewable energy ca¬ 
pacity by 2022 under the Pa¬ 
ris Climate Agreement. 
“What is needed today is a 
comprehensive approach 
which covers education, va¬ 
lues and everything from lif¬ 
estyle to developmental phi¬ 
losophy... What we need is a 
global people’s movement 
to bring about behavioural 
change.” 

India would spend ap¬ 
proximately $50 billion “in 
the next few years” on the 
Jal Jeevan Mission to con¬ 
serve water, harvest rainwa- 


‘Healthy life 
a basic right’ 

India’s 

experience and 
capabilities in 
providing 
affordable 
healthcare is 
available for use to all 
developing countries. 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi told the first-ever 
high-level meeting on 
Universal Health Coverage 
in New York on Monday. 

Mr. Modi underscored that 
a healthy life is the right of 
every person. ► page 12 


ter and develop water re¬ 
sources, he added. 

Mr. Modi also said India 
planned to “considerably in¬ 
crease the proportion of the 
biofuel blend in petrol and 
diesel.” 

He said India had plans to 
make the transport sector 
green through the use of 
electrical vehicles. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 
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A tall order 


A priest climbs down a ladder after lighting a lamp in a temple built on a 35-foot-high 
bamboo pole in floodwaters on the banks of the river Ganga in Allahabad on Monday, -afp 


Mob beats up man for 
‘cow smuggling’ in Alwar 

Victim suffered multiple fractures 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

JAIPUR 

A mob of cow vigilantes beat 
up a man alleging that he 
was smuggling half-a-dozen 
cows to Haryana in Rajas¬ 
than’s Alwar district in the 
early hours of Monday. Pol¬ 
ice rescued the victim from 
the crowd and admitted him 
with multiple fractures at 
the government hospital in 
Shahjahanpur. 

The man, identified as 
Munfed Khan, accompanied 
by a few other persons, was 
allegedly taking the cows in 
a pick-up van, which broke a 
police barricade near Khusa 
Ki Dhani village. Police had 
put up the barricades on 
Sunday night after getting a 
tip-off about smuggling of 
cows. 

Criminal record 

The villagers stopped the 
van and rescued the cows, 
while the people travelling 
in the vehicle tried to es¬ 
cape. The mob caught one 
of them, Munfed Khan, and 
thrashed him, while at least 
two others fled from the 
spot. 

Bhiwadi Superintendent 
of Police Amandeep Singh 
Kapoor said Munfed Khan 


This episode was 
meant to create a 
public spectacle 
and instil fear 
among the Muslim 
dairy farmers 

KAVITA SRIVASTAVA 
PUCL-Rajasthan president 

had a criminal record of 
smuggling cows in the past. 
He said first information re¬ 
ports had been registered 
against both the sides and 
the animals were sent to a 
local cow shelter. 

The People’s Union for Ci¬ 
vil Liberties said this was a 
case of “attempted mob 
lynching”, in which the vic¬ 
tim picked up by the cow vi¬ 
gilantes was criminalised 
and beaten up. “This epi¬ 
sode was meant to create a 
public spectacle and instil 
fear among the Muslim dai¬ 
ry farmers,” PUCL-Rajas¬ 
than president Kavita Sri- 
vastava said. 

Ms. Srivastava said the at¬ 
tacks on those ferrying cows 
had not stopped in the Con¬ 
gress regime in the State and 
this was the second such 
case after a similar instance 
of vigilantism in Alwar dis¬ 
trict’s Kishangarh Bas on 
December 22,2018. 



Sign language dictionary gets4,000 new words 


Category of agriculture being considered for first time, says officials 


DAMI NI NATH 

NEW DELHI 

Around new 4,000 words 
are likely to be added to the 
Indian sign language 
dictionary in 2020, 
including words about 
agriculture for the first 
time, according to officials 
of the Union Social Justice 
and Empowerment 
Ministry’s Indian Sign 
Language Research and 
Training Centre (ISLRTC), 
which is carrying out the 
project. 

The work on adding 
more words to the 
dictionary, the first edition 
of which was launched in 
March 2018, followed by 
the second edition with 
6,000 words in February 
2019, started in April this 
year, an ISLRTC official 
said. 

Work under way 

Speaking on the occasion 
of the International Sign 
Language Day on Monday, 
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Reaching out: A page from the English-Hindi Sign Language 
dictionary. 


Social Justice and 
Empowerment Minister 
Thaawarchand Gehlot said 
he hoped the addition of 
4,000 words to the sign 
language dictionary would 
be done by 2020. 

Right now, the work of 


identifying signs for words 
across categories, including 
administration, medical, 
legal, education and 
agriculture, a first, with the 
help of the hearing 
impaired community was 
on, the official said. 


After that, a list of words 
would be presented before 
stakeholders from across 
the country at a national 
workshop to be held in 
January of February 2020, 
the official said. 

First edition 

The first edition of the 
dictionary, which was 
released in DVD form, had 
signs of everyday use along 
with the corresponding 
words in English and Hindi. 

Apart from that, 
specialised terms used in 
legal, academic, medical 
and technical fields were 
also included. 

The second edition had 
6,000 words of academic, 
legal, medical, technical 
and everyday terms 
categories. 

Meanwhile, the Minister 
handed out awards for a 
competition held for 
children with hearing 
impairment studying in the 
National Capital Region. 





Allahabad High Court refuses 
stay on law student’s arrest 

SIT had booked her in Chinmayanand extortion case 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

ALLAHABAD/LUCKNOW 

The Allahabad High Court 
on Monday refused to grant 
relief to the Shahjahanpur 
law student seeking a stay on 
her possible arrest in an ex¬ 
tortion case filed by BJP 
leader Swami Chinmaya¬ 
nand, who is accused of rap¬ 
ing her. 

Mr. Chinmayanand, who 
was arrested on Friday, was 
shifted on Monday from a 
Shahjahanpur jail to a Luck¬ 
now hospital, where he was 
tested for cardiac problems. 

The Special Investigation 
Team probing the case sub¬ 
mitted a report in a sealed 
cover before a two-judge 
Bench. 

Expressing satisfaction 
with the probe so far, the 
Bench of Justices Manoj Mis¬ 
hra and Manju Rani Chau- 
han fixed October 22 for the 
probe team to submit the 
next report. The woman was 



\ 


Swami Chinmayanand. 

■FILE PHOTO 

also present in the cour¬ 
troom. The postgraduate 
law student had sought a 
stay on her arrest after the 
SIT booked her and arrested 
three men for allegedly try¬ 
ing to extort money from Mr. 
Chinmayanand. 

Fresh petition 

“If the victim wants any re¬ 
lief in this regard, she may 
file a fresh petition before an 
appropriate Bench,” the 
High Court said. “This 
Bench was nominated to the 


case only for monitoring the 
investigation in this matter 
and has no jurisdiction to 
pass order on stay of arrest.” 

Chinmayanand in ICU 

Mr. Chinmayanand has been 
admitted to the intensive 
care unit of the Sanjay Gand¬ 
hi Postgraduate Institute in 
Lucknow, where cardiolo¬ 
gists examined him. Jail Su¬ 
perintendent Rakesh Kumar 
said. 

Hospital Chief Medical Su¬ 
perintendent Amit Agarwal 
said angiography was done 
and no significant blockage 
was found, adding that an¬ 
gioplasty was not required. 

The 72-year-old will be 
stabilised with medicines in 
four or five days and his dis¬ 
charge will be planned in 
due course of time, the doc¬ 
tor said. Mr. Chinmayanand 
was arrested last Friday and 
sent to 14 days’ judicial cus¬ 
tody. 


I-T Dept, notice 
to wife of 
AshokLavasa 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Income Tax Depart¬ 
ment on Monday issued a 
notice to Election Commis¬ 
sioner Ashok Lavasa’s wife 
seeking clarifications re¬ 
garding discrepancies in 
her income tax returns. 

The notice sent to Novel 
Singhal had to do with her 
income earned as an inde¬ 
pendent director on a num¬ 
ber of companies. Income 
Tax officials, however, said 
that it was a routine matter. 

The official did not state 
the quantum of money in¬ 
volved. Ms. Singhal is a 
former banker, having ta¬ 
ken early retirement from 
the SBI in 2005. 

Mr. Lavasa was recently 
in the news for dissenting 
against the Election Com¬ 
mission’s decisions during 
the Lok Sabha election 
where PM Narendra Modi 
and BJP chief Amit Shah 
were given clean chits for 
alleged violations of the 
model code of conduct. 
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Kurukshetra dancer’s leg 
amputated due to ‘negligence’ 

Case registered after Delhi Medical Council finds lack of diligence on doctor’s part 


Claims tribunal grants f23.92 lakh 
compensation to amputee 

The victim’s leg was crushed in a road accident in 2015 


IN BRIEF 


Man sells mortgaged land, 
court rejects bail plea 

NEW DELHI 

A court here has dismissed 
the bail plea of a man and his 
mother for allegedly cheating 
a private bank by selling a 
mortgaged property for ?1 
crore despite a stay by the 
Delhi High Court. Additional 
Sessions Judge Gurdeep 
Singh Saini rejected the bail 
application of Nishant Arora 
and his mother for selling a 
flat for over ?1 crore to the 
complainant, Nishan Nitti, 
though the High Court had 
stayed the operation in 2015. 
According to the prosecution, 
Mr. Arora had taken a loan of 
?1.6 crore from a private 
bank in 2012. 



Malnourished children 
to get free treatment 

GHAZIABAD 

The Ghaziabad district 
administration has launched a 
drive to give free treatment 
to malnourished children in 15 
private hospitals here and 
also provide them nutritious 
food supplements and 
medicines free of cost. A 
health check-up camp was 
organised by the 
administration at a private 
hospital of Kaushambi where 
about 100 children were 
examined. In his inaugural 
address, District Magistrate 
Ajay Shanker Pandey said that 
2,425 children, who were 
suffering from poor nutrition, 
have been identified, pti 


DELHI TODAY 


HEMANIBHANDARI 

NEW DELHI 

In an alleged case of medical 
negligence, a 42-year-old 
dancer, beautician and mo¬ 
del from Kurukshetra had to 
get her leg amputated after 
two wrongly performed sur¬ 
geries by a doctor at a city 
hospital. 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (New Delhi) Eish Sing- 
hal said that a case under 
Section 338 (causing grie¬ 
vous hurt by act endanger¬ 
ing life or personal safety of 
others) of the Indian Penal 
Code has been registered at 
Chanakyapuri police station 
on Sunday and investigation 
is under way. 

The victim, identified as 
Manpreet Kaur alias Sonia 
and resident of Kurukshe- 
tra’s Sector 2, alleged that in 
2016, she got two surgeries 
done by a doctor at a private 
hospital here after which her 
right leg got infected to an 
extent that it had to be am¬ 
putated in December. 

Met with an accident 

The victim then approached 
the police and submitted her 
complaint. The complaint 
was then forwarded to the 
Delhi Medical Council which 
concluded medical negli¬ 
gence on the doctor’s part. 
An FIR was registered. 

In the FIR, Ms. Kaur stated 



SPECIAL 


that she had met with an ac¬ 
cident about seven-eight 
years ago and a metal plate 
was put in her knee because 
of which she could not bend 
her knee. 

“In October, I met ortho- 
paedician K.K. Mishra at Pri¬ 
mus Hospital and he assured 
me that he would fix my 
knee. A surgery was con¬ 
ducted and I was discharged 
in three days. My knee got 
swollen, I developed infec¬ 
tion and there was no sensa¬ 
tion in my leg. I continued to 
visit the hospital for follow¬ 
ups and shared the problem 
with him but he continued to 



assure that it will get better,” 
the document stated. The 
doctor allegedly advised her 
to undergo another surgery 
after a month in November 
to which she agreed. 

After the surgery, the doc¬ 
tor allegedly told her relative 
that her knee is damaged 
and she will not be able to 
bend it for the rest of her life. 
He also allegedly asked them 
to pay ?5 lakh for further 
treatment. 

Plastic surgery 

Rakesh Kumar, Ms. Kaur’s 
cousin, told The Hindu that 
they could not arrange the 
money for further treatment 
and returned to Kurukshe¬ 
tra. They consulted another 


doctor there and the dancer 
underwent a plastic surgery 
at a private hospital. The 
doctor allegedly told her that 
three nerves in her leg were 
damaged during the first sur¬ 
gery. “The doctor [K.K. Mis¬ 
hra] never told us about the 
damaged nerve,” Mr. Kumar 
said. 

Subsequently, at a hospi¬ 
tal in Kurukshetra, Ms. Kaur 
was told that her leg had to 
be amputated as the infec¬ 
tion might spread to her en¬ 
tire body which would be fa¬ 
tal. 

The DMC, in their order 
dated August 21, 2019, ob¬ 
served “Dr. K.K. Mishra did 
not exercise due diligence in 
timely detecting the post¬ 
surgery infection which 
might have mitigated the 
complainant’s condition, in 
spite of the complainant be¬ 
ing in regular follow-up with 
him; the interest of justice 
will be served if he is sus¬ 
pended for seven days from 
the State Medical Register of 
the Delhi Medical Council”. 

Mr. Kumar said that Ms. 
Kaur’s financial condition 
has deteriorated over the 
last two years as the beauty 
parlour and dance academy 
which she used to run have 
come to a standstill. “We just 
want justice for her. She has 
been wronged,” the cousin 
said. 


NIRNIMESH KUMAR 

NEW DELHI 

A Motor Accident Claims Tri¬ 
bunal has awarded a com¬ 
pensation of Z23.92 lakh to 
the driver of a vehicle whose 
right leg had to be amputat¬ 
ed after being crushed in a 
road accident in 2015. 

A commercial vehicle had 
hit the driver from behind 
when he along with another 
driver was trying to fix a bro¬ 
ken down vehicle. The driv¬ 
er’s leg had got crushed bet¬ 
ween the two vehicles under 
the impact of the offending 
vehicle hit. 

The injured driver had de¬ 
manded a compensation of 
Z30 lakh but the presiding 
officer of the tribunal Amit 
Bansal fixed it at 23.92 lakh. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NOIDA 

Forty-seven farmers were ar¬ 
rested on Monday while 
protesting in Jewar demand¬ 
ing a hike in compensation 
for the land acquired for an 
airport, officials said. 

When the farmers pro¬ 
ceeded to lay siege to the Je¬ 
war toll plaza around noon, 
they were arrested as the de¬ 
monstration could have dis¬ 
rupted the movement of 
traffic, the officials said. 

The arrest comes at a time 


The driver and the owner 
of the offending vehicle op¬ 
posed the claim petition, 
submitting that the accident 
had taken place due to the 
negligence on the part of the 
petitioner. 

The two vehicles were 
parked in the middle of the 
road, and due to their sud¬ 
den stoppage, the offending 
vehicle’s driver did not get 
enough time to stop despite 
applying brakes. 

Monthly income 

However, the tribunal later 
decide the matter ex parte as 
the driver and the owner of 
the offending vehicle pre¬ 
ferred not to defend 
themselves. 

As the petitioner could 


when the acquisition of land 
is under way for the Green¬ 
field International Airport in 
Gautam Buddh Nagar’s Je¬ 
war tehsil. 

The district administra¬ 
tion has acquired more than 
three-quarters of the land re¬ 
quired for the first phase of 
the airport. “The farmers 
under the banner of the Je¬ 
war Airport Kisan Sangharsh 
Samiti have been on a sit-in 
for the past one year. We 
have demanded four times 
the circle rate in compensa- 


not prove his monthly in¬ 
come, the tribunal decided 
his compensation amount 
by fixing his income at 
H0,478 per month of a 
skilled worker in Delhi at the 
time of the accident. 

The tribunal added 
another T4,191, 40% of his 
fixed income, to his monthly 
earning as he was below 40 
years of age at the time of the 
mishap. So, his total month¬ 
ly income was fixed at 
14,669. 

Awarding the compensa¬ 
tion, Mr. Bansal said that the 
injured was also entitled to 
interest at the rate of 9% per 
annum from the date of fil¬ 
ing of the petition till realisa¬ 
tion of the compensation 
amount. 


tion and one government job 
to each family affected by 
the project,” Rakesh Singh, a 
protesting farmer said. 

He said the Sangharsh 
Samiti had been protesting 
for it since September 2018 
at Dayanatpur village and 
around 500 farmers on 
Monday participated in the 
demonstration. 

District police chief Vaib- 
hav Krishna said the farmers 
were held under the Crimi¬ 
nal Procedure Code (CrPC) 
Section 151. 


IIC Experience fest to 
offer a plethora of treats 


2 departmental stores selling beer 
beyond permissible limit sealed 


How could Uphaar convict 
be treated as WIP, asks HC 


Manpreet Kaur before and after the failed surgeries. 

■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


Jewar airport: 47 protesting fanners held 


Exhibition: "Transiting Space", an 
exhibition of paintings in mix media 
and canvas by Shivani Garg at Triveni 
Gallery, Triveni Kala Sangam, 205, 
Tansen Marg, 11 a.m. - 8 p.m. 


+ 


Exhibition: "Art N Art", a group ex¬ 
hibition of painting, sculpture and 
photography, art and craft, organised 
by Nav Shri Art & Culture Organisa¬ 
tion at Artizen Art Gallery, Pearey Lai 
Bhawan, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, 
11 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

Exhibition: "Satrangi", an annual 
group art exhibition curated by 
Anubhav Nath at Ojas Art Gallery, 
1AQ, Qutab Minar Roundabout, 
Mehrauli Road, 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 


Exhibition: "Magic of Realism", a 
solo painting exhibition by Shuvendu 
Sarkar at Convention Centre Foyer, 
IHC, 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 


Exhibition: "Tryst With Colour IV", a 
group paintings show at Visual Arts 
Gallery, India Habitat Centre (IHC), 
11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

(Mail your listings for this column at 
cityeditordelhiiathehindu.co.in) 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The India International 
Centre (IIC) on Monday an¬ 
nounced that their annual 
IIC Experience Festival will 
be held from October 11 to 
October 15. 

The festival’s 16 th edition 
seeks to encapsulate five de¬ 
cades of the centre as a 
space for diversity, freedom, 
innovation, creativity, learn¬ 
ing and entertainment. 

The range of activities 
planned for the five-day fes¬ 
tival include dance, music 
(Indian, Western classical 
and jazz), theatre, folk art, 
paintings, installations and 
photography exhibitions. 

The festival organisers 


said the event will start with 
a performance titled Magic 
in Movement that will be a 
Odissi recital choreo¬ 
graphed by Guru Bichitra- 
nanda Swain and presented 
by an all-male troupe of ar¬ 
tistes from Rudrakshya 
Foundation, Bhubaneswar. 

Other performances in¬ 
clude, drama by Surnai 
Theatre and Folk Arts Foun¬ 
dation led by Ila Arun, a Car¬ 
natic concert by T.M. Krish¬ 
na and musical dance 
theatre of Karnataka - 
Yakshagana by artistes of Ha- 
numagiri Meyla, Karnataka. 
The festival will also include 
an Awadhi food festival and 
an exhibition on Lucknow’s 
culture, past and present. 


CBSE TEACHERS AWARD 

Mr. V. K. Chopra, Principal of DAV Public School, 

Sahibabad, was felicitated with the CBSE Teachers 
Award 2018-19 on Teachers’ Day 2019 by the 
Ministry for Human Resource & Development, Govt, 
of India, Shri. Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank.’ As an 
educator, Mr.V. K. Chopra has made immense efforts 
to nurture his students into sensitive human beings. 

The staff, parents and students of the school feel proud 
of this achievement and recognition. 


ANNUAL CONFERENCE 


ll 




The Annual Conference of FPS was conducted 
on Converging, Diverging and Transcending 
Boundaries through Innovation and 
Technology. The session commenced with a 
welcome address by Ms. Anupma Bhardwaj, 
Chairperson, FPS. The Annual FPS report was 
read by Ms. Archana Narain, Dr. Shakuntla S 
Jaiman, Treasurer. Keynote speakers, Prof. Ved 
Prakash, former Chairman, UGC, Ms. Vinnice 
Jauhari, Director, Microsoft Education, Swami Bodhmayananda ji, Director, Vivekananda 
Institute of Human Excellence, Mulyaamrit, Hyderabad and Ms. Gita Chandran, 
Padmashri & Founder President, Natya Vriksha, shared their insights regarding the topic 
on the occasion. 

INVESTITURE CEREMONY 


DTEA Senior Secondary School, Pusa 
Road, conducted their Investiture 
Ceremony on 6th September. 
The Secretary of DTEA Schools, Shri. 
R. Raju, awarded the badges to the 
newly appointed members of the student 
council. The Governing Body member 
of the school Shri. Paramasivam and the 
former GB member Shri. Perumal were 
also present for the occasion. 


For Subscription related queries, please contact Kapil Nagar: 
Handphone: +91 98100 89457/Email: kapil.nagar@thehindu.co.in 


Rules permit sale of only 15% beer and wine at stores 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Excise Department, 
headed by Deputy Chief Mi¬ 
nister Manish Sisodia, sealed 
at least two departmental 
shops selling beer and wine 
in the city. Large-scale raids 
were carried out in Karol 
Bagh, Janakpuri, Azadpur, 
Jahangirpuri, Dwarka, Kai- 
lash Colony and Govindpuri. 

The Minister visited a de¬ 
partmental store at Keekar- 
wala Chowk where among 
items being sold, almost 
90% of them were beer and 
wine. Only 15% beer and 
wine can be sold at a depart¬ 


mental store as per the 
rules. The Minister directed 
the officials to seal the shop 
immediately. 

Mr. Sisodia said: “Accord¬ 
ing to law, a departmental 
store with a particular li¬ 
cence can hold 15% of beer & 
wine, but it has to have 85% 
of other inventory. These 
two ‘departmental stores’ 
were defaulting, apart from 
a few soft drinks and snacks, 
80-90% of the stock consist¬ 
ed of wine/beer. This is com¬ 
pletely in violation of the 
law. They were running 
wine and beer shops in the 
name of departmental 


stores. Delhi has 125 depart¬ 
mental stores which are sup¬ 
posed to own a licence in or¬ 
der to keep 15% of 
wine/beer. The highest limit 
of refrigeration allowed in 
such stores is of 300 litres.” 

“We have been getting 
complaints from across Del¬ 
hi that liquor shops are be¬ 
ing run in the name of de¬ 
partmental stores, following 
which raids are being done 
across Delhi. Excise Depart¬ 
ment is raiding shops in dif¬ 
ferent parts of Delhi. Whe¬ 
rever we find any violation, 
immediate action will be ta¬ 
ken,” he said. 


DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF HEALTH SERVICES 
GOVERNMENT OF NCT OF DELHI 
F-17, KARKARDOOMA, DELHI -110032 
Ph. No. : 011-22309220, Email : dirdhs@nic.in 

CORRIGENDUM 

With reference to Public Notice regarding classification of laboratories and 
qualification for signing of laboratory reports issued by Directorate General of 
Health Services, Government of NCT of Delhi in newspapers on 12.12.2018, 
a corrigendum is being issued in this regard which reads as below: 

All medical diagnostic laboratories situated in NCT of Delhi are to be 
classified into three categories, namely, Basic Composite; Medium and 
Advanced and the owners of all pathological laboratories situated in NCT 
of Delhi are directed to display a signage at a conspicuous place in their 
premises regarding the category of their pathological laboratory. 

Further, in pursuance to the directions of the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India 
vide Order dated 12.12.2017 in SLA (C) No. 28529/2010 in the matter of 
North Gujarat Unit of Association of Self Employed Owners (Paramedical) of 
Private Pathology Laboratories of Gujarat versus North Gujarat Pathologists 
Association & Ors. regarding the signing of Laboratory reports, the following 
directions are being issued: 

a) The reports of the Advanced category and Medium category 
laboratories are to be signed either by doctors registered with Delhi 
Medical Council having Post-Graduate qualification in Pathology / 
Bio-chemistry / Microbiology / Laboratory Medicine or having MBBS 
with Ph.D qualification in Pathology / Bio-chemistry / Microbiology / 
Laboratory Medicine. 

b) The reports of Basic Composite laboratory are to be signed by doctors 
registered with Delhi Medical Council having minimum MBBS Degree. 

The general public is hereby informed that the list of laboratories surveyed 
/ mapped by this Directorate can be viewed on Delhi Government Website 
www.health.delhigovt.nic.in and in case they find that the reports 
provided by a Pathological Laboratory situated in NCT of Delhi is not 
signed in accordance to aforementioned directions, they may complaint 
either to Secretary, Delhi Medical Council, 308A, 3rd Floor, Administrative 
Block, Maulana Azad Medical College, BSZ Marg, New Delhi - 110002 
(delhimedicalcouncil@gmail.com) or Director General of Health Services, 
F-17, Karkardooma, Delhi - 110032 (dirdhs@nic.in). 

Sd/- 

Director General Health Services 
DIP/Shabdarth/0712/19-20 Government of NCT of Delhi 


He was issued short-validity passport 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi High Court has 
questioned the issuance of 
F-token to Sushil Ansal, con¬ 
victed in the 1997 Uphaar ci¬ 
nema fire incident that 
claimed 59 lives, for getting 
a short-validity passport, 
saying how could a convict 
be treated as a WIP. 

Justice Najmi Waziri made 
this observation as F-tokens 
are only issued to very very 
important persons (WIP) 
for issuance of a passport. 

“It is argued that on July 
22, 2018, a short-validity 
passport was issued on the 
basis of an F-token issued to 
the applicant. The F-token is 
issued only for WIP per¬ 
sons. It is a matter of wonder 
as to how a convict in a mul¬ 
tiple culpable homicide case 
could still be treated or clas¬ 
sified as a WIP to avail 
priority benefits before the 
Regional Passport Officer, 
New Delhi. 

Inquiry report 

“At whose behest or recom¬ 
mendation, if any, was the 
said F-token issued to him, 


remains unanswered,” the 
court said after going 
through an inquiry report 
filed by the Ministry for Ex¬ 
ternal Affairs (MEA) on how 
Ansal’s application in May 
last year for a passport was 
moved from pre-verification 
to post-verification mode. 

The court also termed as 
“inexplicable” how the pre¬ 
verification status was 
changed to post-verification 
and the ‘stop’ put on his 
passport application was al¬ 
so cleared, despite two ad¬ 
verse reports sent by Delhi 
Police to the Regional Pass¬ 
port Office. 

When there was such a 
clear communication on re¬ 
cord from the end of the pol¬ 
ice, “there was no question 
of the verification being 
changed from pre-verifica¬ 
tion to post-verification be¬ 
cause the passport office 
had full knowledge of the 
facts of the case”, the court 
said. 

Taking note of the sub¬ 
mission by the government 
lawyer, the court listed the 
matter for further hearing 
on September 26. 


SEARCH FOR MISSING 


| I General public is hereby informed 

I that one person (depicted in the 
I photo) namely Vishal Bhardwaj, S/o 
j I Lt. Sh. Ratan Bhardwaj, R/o H. No. 

| I 10/52, Khichripur, Delhi, has been 

| I missing since 05.09.2019. In this 

! regard a D.D. No. 07-A, Dated 

jf mg ' | j1 10.09.2019 has been lodged at Police 
Station - Kalyanpuri, Delhi. His 
physical description is as under:- 

Age: 24 years, Complexion: Sallow, Height: 57”, 
Face: Long, Clothing: Wearing blue colour Shirt and 
blue colour Pant. 

Any person is having any information/Clue about this 
missing person, may inform undersigned. 

Website: http://cbi.nic.in 

E-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in SHO 

Fax: 011-24368639 

Ph.No.: 011-24368638, 24368641 P.S. Kalyanpuri, Delhi 

DP/7030/ED/19 Ph.: 011-22772251,22772287 
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CITY 3 


CM announces installation of 
over two lakh LED street lights 

Lights to be powered by domestic connections; cost to be deducted from owners’ bill 

O We will not leave a single dark spot j 
in DelhL.The government is com- * 
mitted to ensuring women s safety. 

We are already implementing 
the CCTV scheme. The project is 
estimated at £100 crore and annual 
maintenance cost is £10 crore. 

This is the biggest step to be 
taken for women security 
arvind kejriwal, Chief Minister 



Public fights by BJP cadres 
pushes RSS to take action 

‘Sangh asks State unit to curb dynastic politics in its ranks’ 


Government 
to sell onions 
at £24 per kg 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri¬ 
wal on Monday said the go¬ 
vernment was procuring 
onions for sale at cheaper 
prices through fair shops 
and mobile vans. 

He said this will offer re¬ 
lief to consumers troubled 
by the soaring price of 
onions. “The government 
is buying onions and the 
sale is expected to begin in 
10 days. The price of onion 
will be £24 per kg,” he said. 

An official said onions 
are sold here at £60-70 per 
kg in the retail market. On 
its part, BJP State chief Ma- 
noj Tiwari alleged that the 
government has failed to 
curb hoarding of onions 
leading to their spiraling 
prices. He said the price 
had increased by “200% to 
300%” in the last 10 days. 
“The government is res¬ 
ponsible for the black mar¬ 
keting...it should hold an 
inquiry and apprise the pe¬ 
ople about the reason of 
rising prices,” he demand¬ 
ed. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri¬ 
wal on Monday announced 
the implementation of the 
Mukhyamantri Street Light 
Scheme, which seeks to in¬ 
itiate the installation of over 
two lakh LED lights across 
the city. 

From November 1 

The scheme is the largest- 
scale project of its kind in the 
world which seeks to install 
2.10 lakh 20 to 40 watt LED 
lights, he said, adding that it 
will be implemented from 
November 1 onwards with 
tendering procedure related 
to it expected to be complet¬ 
ed over the next month. 

“We will not leave a single 
dark spot in Delhi...The go¬ 
vernment is committed to en¬ 
suring women’s safety. We 
are already implementing the 
CCTV scheme. The project is 
estimated at £100 crore and 
annual maintenance cost is 


HO crore. This is the biggest 
step to be taken for women 
security,” Mr. Kejriwal said. 

He added that citizens can 
submit their requests for 
streetlights to their local 
MLAs following which the 
permission of the building 
owners will be taken. 

“The street lights will be 
installed after the location of 
the survey is approved by the 
power company. The loca¬ 
tion for the street lights will 
be selected before Novem¬ 
ber,” Mr. Kejriwal added. 

According to him, the 


lights installed under the 
scheme will be automatic and 
have a sensor allowing them 
to turn on when it is dark and 
turn off at sunrise. He added 
that such lights will be po¬ 
wered by electricity made 
available from the house of 
the owner similar to the 
CCTVs proposed to be in¬ 
stalled by the government. 

Since these street lights 
will get electricity from the 
building owner’s household 
connection, the amount ad¬ 
ded to consumers’ respective 
power bills for the operation 


for these lights will be de¬ 
ducted, Mr. Kejriwal said, ad¬ 
ding that it will be an auto¬ 
matic arrangement. 

“In a day or two, we will 
decide how much electricity 
will be needed to run one 
light,” he said. 

‘Serious problems’ 

The government decided to 
go ahead with the scheme 
since there were “serious 
problems” in getting permis¬ 
sion from civic bodies to 
place electricity poles to 
power such lights, he said. 

“The government wanted 
to instal street lights all over 
Delhi but in unauthorised co¬ 
lonies and slums, there was a 
lack of space. The civic bo¬ 
dies were refusing to give 
NOCs to set up these street¬ 
lights. Only the permission of 
the MLA and the building 
owner is required. People 
can get it installed in their 
house, shop, street, anywh¬ 
ere,” he added. 


JATIN ANAND 
SIDHA RTH RAVI 

NEW DELHI 

Following three recent inci¬ 
dents of alleged fights 
among BJP members, the 
Rashtriya Swayamsewak 
Sangh (RSS) is set to take ac¬ 
tion against those involved, 
sources claimed. 

The Sangh has taken cog¬ 
nisance of BJP’s policy of re¬ 
placing incumbent office¬ 
bearers and candidates for 
various elections in the Cap¬ 
ital with “new faces”and di¬ 
rected the State unit of the 
party to curb parivarwaad 
(dynastic politics) in its 
ranks, sources added. 

“There have been three 
recent incidents which the 
RSS has taken cognisance of 
and in light of which has di¬ 
rected the party to keep dy- 
nasticism in check for the 
sake of the party’s reputa¬ 
tion. All three incidents in¬ 
volved members - either 
current public representa¬ 
tives or former - coming to 
blows in public, which has 


tarnished the image of the 
BJP. The Sangh has directed 
the party to take exemplary 
action against all those in¬ 
volved in such incidents,” a 
party leader said. 

This action was more 
than likely to be the termi¬ 
nation of the primary mem¬ 
bership of such cadre to 
send out a message to the ef¬ 
fect that “intra-family rows 
or politics had no place in 
the organisation that is the 
BJP.” At an event on unauth¬ 
orised colonies in north Del¬ 
hi’s Kirari on Sunday even¬ 
ing, BJP members, including 
two councillors of the North 
body, got into an 
altercation. 

Anil Jha, ex-MLA and BJP 
member wanted to address 
the gathering but an oppos¬ 
ing faction was against it, 
said area councillor Poonam 
Parashar Jha, wife of Mr. Jha. 
One of the councillors got al¬ 
legedly involved in the alter¬ 
cation, she added. 

While Ms. Jha denied in¬ 
volvement in the incident. 


she said this was an internal 
party matter and was being 
played up by vested inter¬ 
ests. However, sources close 
to Sonam Chowdhary, the 
other councillor involved, 
said Ms. Jha, president of 
the BJP Delhi women’s wing, 
instigated the fight. 

Similarly, at another par¬ 
ty event which was part of 
its outreach programme in 
Gokalpuri’s unauthorised 
colonies on Sunday evening, 
two members from the dis¬ 
trict-level leadership came 
to blows. 

On September 19, the par¬ 
ty’s Mehrauli district presi¬ 
dent Azad Singh was caught 
assaulting his estranged wife 
and former south Delhi 
Mayor Sarita Chaudhary at 
the party’s headquarters. 

“The senior State leader¬ 
ship will delve into each of 
these incidents to fix res¬ 
ponsibility. Everyone’s role 
will be examined,” said Pra- 
tyush Kanth, Delhi BJP in¬ 
charge of media, social me¬ 
dia & IT cell. 


Garbage binge 



A woman dumps plastic waste on a cow standing near J.J. Colony ■ prashant soni 


Job scam unearthed with the 
arrest of six men in Noida 

They looted 1,000 people to the tune of T2 cr. in 8 months 



The six accused men in police custody, -special arrangement 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Six men were arrested for al¬ 
legedly duping over 1,000 
persons to the tune of £2 
crore for the past eight 
months on the pretext of get¬ 
ting them corporate jobs, the 
police said on Monday. 

The accused - Kunal 
Singh (35), Gaurav Gupta 
(26), Kalpendra Singh Rajput 
(42), Shashank Shekhar (29), 
Shubham (23) and Vishal 
Tanwar (23) - were nabbed 
following a raid at their office 
in Noida’s Sector-8. 

The men used to purchase 
resumes from a prominent 
job portal by impersonating 
themselves as employees of a 
placement service company, 
the police said. The crime 
came to fore when an advo¬ 
cate complained that she re¬ 
ceived a call from a company 
- Placement Confirmation 
Service - assuring her that 
her resume would be for¬ 
warded to prominent 
companies. 

“The woman, who had 
uploaded her resume on a 
free online job portal, re¬ 
ceived an email asking her to 


pay service registration 
amount through a link. She 
did that,” said DCP (Cyber 
Crime Unit) Anyesh Roy. 

Sought refundable fee 

After this, the accused asked 
her to submit scanned copies 
of documents on a separate 
link and demanded her to 
pay a refundable fee for veri¬ 
fication of documents, the of¬ 
ficer said, adding the victim 
paid a total of £34,000. 
When she realised that it was 
a scam, she asked them to re¬ 
turn her money. 

On the pretext of pay¬ 
ment, the accused sent her a 
link and promo code. Howev¬ 
er, the moment victim fed 
that code, money got debited 
from her UPI linked Payment 
App accounts, the officer 


added. 

The police said the master¬ 
mind of the gang, Kunal, had 
opened his office - Trevion - 
in Noida. He worked there 
with 11 persons who were gi¬ 
ven separate items like com¬ 
puters, headphones and oth¬ 
er accessories for calling job 
aspirants, sending emails, 
and etc, the DCP said. 

The other accused men 
said Kunal used to receive the 
victim’s money in multiple 
bank accounts opened in the 
name of bogus companies. 
The amount was then trans¬ 
ferred in multiple accounts 
to hide the crime, the officer 
added. 

Kunal was found to be in¬ 
volved in a similar fraud ear¬ 
lier and was arrested by Pune 
police in 2016, they added. 


Tender floated for 50 lakh 
anti-pollution masks in city 

Govt, may distribute these via schools 


NIKH IL M BABU 

NEW DELHI 

The government has floated 
a tender for procurement of 
around 50 lakh anti-pollu¬ 
tion masks to be distributed 
to the public under a plan 
which was earlier an¬ 
nounced by Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal, said 
officials. 

“We have quoted around 
50 lakh N95 masks in the 
tender and also quoted a 
price. We are yet to take a fi¬ 
nal call on how to distribute 
them but we are consider¬ 
ing to get it done via 
schools,” a government offi¬ 
cial said. 

The official added that 
both price and number of 
masks could vary at a later 
stage of the process. 

The Hindu had earlier re¬ 
ported that the government 
had not consulted the Envi¬ 
ronment and Forest Depart¬ 
ments before making the 
announcement. 

7-point plan 

Mr. Kejriwal has sought sug¬ 
gestions from the public on 
how to fight pollution dur¬ 
ing winter and received 



Both price and number of 
masks could vary at a Later 
stage of the process, said 
an official. 

around 1,200 emails, based 
on which the seven-point 
‘Parali Pradushan Action 
Plan’ was designed, read an 
official statement. On Sep¬ 
tember 13, the Chief Minis¬ 
ter had announced the dis¬ 
tribution of anti-pollution 
masks and saplings to resi¬ 
dents as part of a seven- 
point plan to fight air pollu¬ 
tion. He had said that 50-60 
lakh masks will be procured 
and distributed in October. 

Officials of Forest Depart¬ 
ment said the survival rate 
of saplings would be less as 
plantation season is over. 


North Mayor suspends AAP councillors for 15 days 

Ruckus over dengue issue in House brings meeting to a close; Cong, takes a jibe at AAP 


Man bursts 
firecrackers to 
celebrate birth 
of child, booked 


Man climbs hotel’s terrace, rescued 
after 17 hours of negotiations 

He posted videos from there, asking his followers to support him 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A man was booked for al¬ 
legedly bursting firecrack¬ 
ers to celebrate the birth of 
a child in his family in Cha- 
nakyapuri, the police said 
on Monday. 

On Sunday afternoon, 
they claimed to have got a 
call at 10.15 p.m. regarding 
a man bursting firecrack¬ 
ers. A team nabbed Vivelc 
Kumar Gupta from CPWD 
compound near Teen Mur- 
ti Lane. “Vivek told the pol¬ 
icemen that a girl child was 
born in his family and he 
was celebrating the mo¬ 
ment,” said an officer. The 
police told Vivek that he 
has violated Supreme 
Court orders. “An FIR un¬ 
der IPC Section 188 [dis¬ 
obedience to order duly 
promulgated by public ser¬ 
vant] has been registered. 
No arrest has been made,” 
the officer added. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Aam Aadmi Party will 
launch a women outreach 
programme in early October, 
under which women party 
leaders will travel to diffe¬ 
rent areas of the city and 
conduct meetings ahead of 



STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Sitting on the edge of a high- 
rise hotel’s terrace in west 
Delhi on Sunday afternoon, 
a 31-year-old man threa¬ 
tened to jump off. Police of¬ 
ficers and fire officials kept 
negotiating with him for ov¬ 
er 17 hours before he was 
rescued. 

The police said Sandeep 
alias Arman Malik checked 
into the hotel in Hari Nagar 
with his wife at 1.30 p.m. on 
Sunday. 

After a fight, he went up 
to the terrace. Fire officials 
rescued him at 9 a.m. when 
Sandeep decided to come 
down as he wanted to use 
the washroom. 

“The entire night, we per¬ 
suaded him to come down. 
He was making videos on a 
mobile application, TilcTok, 
and we kept meeting all his 
demands,” said an officer. 

In his videos, the man 
narrated his ordeal and 


the Assembly election, said 
sources. 

“We will travel to all 70 As¬ 
sembly constituencies and 
hold meetings with women. 
It will start as soon as the Jan 
Samvaad Yatra ends,” a se¬ 
nior leader said. During the 
meetings, AAP leaders will 




View from the spot where 
the man was standing at 
the time of the incident. 

■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

asked his followers to reach 
the hotel to support him. 
“We had a tough time de¬ 
congesting the lane outside 
the hotel when his followers 
had gathered,” the officer 
added. 

Sandeep threatened that 
he would jump off if the of¬ 
ficers came near him. They 
gave him a hailer as per his 
demand. The officers also 
threw fruits and water bot¬ 
tles at him when he said he 


talk to women about initia¬ 
tives undertaken, including 
installation of 2.8 lakh CCTV 
cameras, free rides for wo¬ 
men in metro trains and bus¬ 
es, and a plan to install 2.1 
lakh street lights. 

This will be the fifth public 
outreach programme by the 



was hungry. 

The fire department said 
they received a call about 
the incident at 4 p.m. on 
Sunday after which three 
vehicles carrying ladders 
were rushed to the spot. 

The fire brigade, police 
and a CAT ambulance were 
at the spot trying to con¬ 
vince him that he could be 
brought down to safety. 

The couple hailing from 
Ahmedabad was married in 
the same hotel a year ago, an 
officer said, adding she was 
his second wife. 

Arrested after rescue 

Sandeep is an accused in a 
case lodged at Nihal Vihar 
police station. After the res¬ 
cue, he was arrested in the 
previous case after question¬ 
ing, the police added. 

Suicide prevention hel¬ 
pline: Sanjivni , Society for 
Mental Health, Telephone: 
011-4076 9002, Monday-Sa- 
turday, 10 a.m. -7.30 p.m. 


party after its defeat in the 
Lok Sabha election in May. 
Later, a survey done by the 
party showed that they need 
to increase the connect with 
people, added sources. 

The programme is yet to 
be formally announced by 
the party. 



STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The North Delhi Municipal 
Corporation Mayor suspend¬ 
ed all councillors of the Aam 
Admi Party for 15 days after a 
ruckus broke out at a house 
meeting on Monday over den¬ 
gue issue in the Capital. 

Leader of Opposition Sur- 
jith Kumar of AAP was 
dragged out of the meeting by 
marshals. He said the party 

Pink tickets 
for women for 
free travel 
in buses 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Pink tickets will be issued 
to women passengers un¬ 
der the government’s 
scheme for free travel in 
DTC and cluster buses 
which was approved by the 
Delhi Transport Corpora¬ 
tion (DTC) board on Mon¬ 
day, sources said. 

The scheme has been 
approved till March 2020 
and it will be rolled out on 
Bhai Dooj on October 29, 
they said. 

The DTC board has ap¬ 
proved free travel for wo¬ 
men in its buses. It has also 
given the go-ahead to pro¬ 
cure 300 electric buses,” 
the sources said. 



raised slogans in the house 
because their motion to dis¬ 
cuss the issues of street ven¬ 
dors was not accepted. On 
the other hand, North body 
Mayor Avtar Singh said he de¬ 
cided to allow discussion on 
dengue. 

It has been alleged that 
AAP councillors raised slo¬ 
gans, entered the well of the 
House and did not allow it to 
run. The meeting was ad- 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A journalist was injured 
when two motorcycle- 
borne men snatched her 
mobile phone in south Del¬ 
hi, the police said on 
Monday. 

The incident took place 
on Sunday at 6 p.m. when 
Joymala Bagchi, an em¬ 
ployee of a TV news agen¬ 
cy, was heading towards 
home in an autorickshaw in 
Chittaranjan Park (CR), 
they said. 

She alleged that two men 
came on a motorcycle and 
snatched her mobile phone 
when she fell from the 
three-wheeler. 

The accused then sped 
off, the police said. 


journed three times before 
being brought to a close. 

Govt.’s advertisements 

Standing Committee Chair¬ 
person Jai Prakash attacked 
AAP saying the party did not 
want to talk about the disease 
as its efforts were not in line 
with the government's recent 
advertisement on dengue 
awareness. 

“None of the councillors or 


An Emergency Response 
Vehicle patrolling in the 
area reached the spot and 
took the injured woman to 
AIIMS Trauma Centre. 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (South) Atul Thakur 
said a first information re¬ 
port under Indian Penal 
Code Section 394 (volunta¬ 
rily causing hurt in commit¬ 
ting robbery) has been re¬ 
gistered at CR Park police 
station. 

CCTV footage 

“We have formed a team to 
identify the snatchers. We 
are also looking for CCTV 
footage installed on the 
route taken by the ac¬ 
cused,” Mr. Thakur added. 

The doctors said Ms. 


MLAs of AAP took part in in¬ 
formation campaigns. They 
themselves don’t know how 
an 80% reduction has taken 
place,” he said. 

Members of the Congress 
also attacked AAP for disrupt¬ 
ing the meeting. 

The Mayor said a special 
meeting of the house to dis¬ 
cuss the issue of dengue 
would be held in the next few 
days. 


Bagchi suffered a fracture 
in her jaw and got stitches 
on her chin. She has also in¬ 
jured her hand in the 
incident. 

On the other hand, the 
police said there is a down¬ 
ward trend in snatching 
cases in the city. 

Till September 15, 4,516 
cases of snatching have 
been registered, which is 
4.06% less as compared to 
2018. 

Measures taken 

“We instal barricades and 
put pickets at locations, 
which are crime-prone. We 
keep a track on the activi¬ 
ties of criminals who have 
recently come out on bail,” 
said a senior officer. 


AAP to launch women outreach programme 


Two motorbike-borne men snatch 
scribe’s phone in CR Park; manhunt on 

Victim got injured after she fell off from auto at that time 


• • 
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Centre nudges Delhi on fast-track special courts 

Proposal to set up 16 more courts for sexual assault cases held up as AAP govt, is yet to reply to letter 


PILE 

OF FILES 


CASES 
PENDING 
IN 16 POCSO 
COURTS DEALING 
WITH SEXUAL 
OFFENCES AGAINST 
CHILDREN 


CASES 
PENDING 
IN 10 
FAST-TRACK 
SPECIAL 
COURTS 
DEALING WITH 
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GOVERNMENT 


Green panel seeks report 
on illegal banquet halls 

‘Halls running without building plans’ 


IN BRIEF 


Four drug traffickers 
arrested in Greater Noida 

NOIDA 

Four suspected drug 
traffickers were arrested in 
Greater Noida after nearly 2 
kg cannabis was recovered 
from their possession, the 
police said on Monday. The 
police acted on a tip-off and 
arrested the accused from 
near Ace Platinum society 
around 12.45 a.m. "The 
accused have been identified 
as Anil, Sameer, Yash and 
Rahul. They are all all locals," 
a police officer said, pti 

Over 200 students 
stage protest at ICIA 

NEW DELHI 

Over 200 students of the 
Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of India staged a 
protest outside its central 
Delhi office on Monday, 
claiming their answer sheets 
were not evaluated properly 
and demanded a recheck. The 
students alleged that 
evaluators had deducted 
marks for no reason, pti 


NIKH IL M BABU 

NEW DELHI 

The Centre has written to 
the Delhi government for a 
“quick response” on a 
scheme to set up 16 more 
fast-track special courts to 
dispose of the over 10,000 
cases of sexual assault 
against women and chil¬ 
dren, including rape, pend¬ 
ing in special courts in the 
city. 

The Delhi government, 
however, is yet to reply to 
the September 5 letter from 
the Union Ministry of Law 
and Justice, according to 
sources. 

The Hindu had earlier 
this month reported that 
the Delhi government has 
not sent suggestions on a 
nine-month-old proposal 
from the Central govern¬ 
ment to set up 16 FTSCs. 
Delhi Law Minister Kailash 


Gahlot had then said that 
they were taking sugges¬ 
tions from different 
departments. 

These 16 courts are part 
of 1,023 FTSCs proposed to 


be set up across the country 
by the Central government 
using the Nirbhaya Fund to 
speed up the disposal of 
such cases. The Centre 
came up with the plan fol¬ 


lowing Supreme Court di¬ 
rections on the matter. 

“For a timely and effi¬ 
cient implementation of the 
scheme... you are request¬ 
ed to convey your reply to 
us at the earliest. Your 
quick response will help us 
in processing the transfer of 
funds at an early date,” 
reads the September 5 let¬ 
ter accessed by The Hindu. 

The letter also said that 
initially the scheme will op¬ 
erate for one year, and the 
total funds required for set¬ 
ting up and functioning of 
the 16 FTSCs for one year is 
H2 crore, of which t7.2 
crore (60%) will be borne 
by the Central government. 
The Delhi government will 
have to arrange the rest of 
the money. 

The issue of setting up 16 
FTSCs was also raised in a 
meeting chaired by Lieute¬ 


nant-Governor Anil Baijal 
earlier this month, accord¬ 
ing to an official who at¬ 
tended it. 

When the State govern¬ 
ment approached the Delhi 
HC on the matter earlier 
this year, the latter said the 
pendency of cases was in¬ 
creasing every year and 
stood at 10,009 cases, as of 
December 31, 2018. 

It also said that the city 
needs 59 such special 
courts to dispose of the cas¬ 
es and to begin with, 16 
FTSCs be set up in Delhi, 
followed by more in subse¬ 
quent phases. There are 16 
POSCO courts and 10 FTSCs 
dealing with sexual offenc¬ 
es against children and wo¬ 
men respectively at 
present. 

Sources said that the Sep¬ 
tember 5 request is pending 
with Mr. Gahlot’s office. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The National Green Tribu¬ 
nal has sought a report from 
the Delhi Pollution Control 
Committee on illegal ban¬ 
quets halls in west Delhi, 
while observing that there 
is an urgent need to regu¬ 
late banquet halls in order 
to curb their adverse impact 
on environment and public 
health. 

An NGT Bench said, 
“There is dire need of prop¬ 
er regulation of banquet 
halls to mitigate the adverse 
impact on environment and 
public health. Further steps 
are required for laying 
down guidelines and me¬ 
chanism for assessing the 
adverse impact and also en¬ 
suring proper monitoring 
mechanisms.” 

It was hearing a plea filed 


by city resident Deepak Dat- 
ta who sought remedial ac¬ 
tion against the operation of 
illegal banquet halls. The 
petitioner had claimed that 
the halls were running with¬ 
out requisite building plans 
and other approvals. 

The NGT also took note 
of an action-taken report, 
which said that ^80 lakh 
was recovered from 91 de¬ 
faulting banquet halls in 
terms of inadequate park¬ 
ing, illegal groundwater ex¬ 
traction and operating with¬ 
out consent. 

“There is no material to 
indicate how the compensa¬ 
tion recovered meets the 
norms of ‘polluter pays’ 
principle,” the Bench said. 

The tribunal directed 
DPCC Member Secretary to 
furnish an action-taken re¬ 
port by November 30. 


2 held for selling cancer medicines 
meant for defence personnel 

They received drugs at cheap rates from a gang, sold online 



Youth posts abusive comments 
about cousin on social media, held 

He was angry over property dispute with relatives: police 


Youth stabbed to death 
in Paschim Vihar 

Few men picked a fight with him earlier 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Two brothers have been ar¬ 
rested for allegedly selling 
expensive cancer medicines 
meant for defence person¬ 
nel to patients at cheap rates 
online, the police said on 
Monday. 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (East) Jasmeet Singh 
said that the accused have 
been identified as Dhruv 
Nath Jha and Om Nath Jha. 
“On September 20, the pol¬ 
ice received an information 
about a gang involved in sell¬ 
ing costly cancer medicines 
meant for sale at defence 
and ESI dispensaries in the 
open market. A trap was 
then laid near a petrol pump 
in Vikas Marg and the ac¬ 
cused were arrested,” Mr. 
Singh said, adding that a bag 
full of medicines was reco- 


The accused in police custody. 

vered from their possession. 

The police said that five 
packets of costly medicines 
with stamps reading ‘sale in 
Defence and ESI only’ were 
recovered from the bag. The 
police also recovered seven 
packets of medicines from 
which similar stamps had 
been erased. 

During interrogation, 
Dhruv revealed his brother 
Om’s involvement in the 
matter and at his instance, 
the latter was arrested from 


■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

their office in Laxmi Nagar. 
Large quantities of medi¬ 
cines and the chemical used 
for erasing the stamps was 
also recovered from the of¬ 
fice, the police said. 

The accused told the pol¬ 
ice that they had got the 
medicines at cheap rates 
from a gang operating from 
Gwalior, Mumbai, Ghazia- 
bad and Noida and that they 
used to further supply the 
medicines to patients at 
cheap rates online. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A 21-year-old man has been 
arrested for allegedly post¬ 
ing vulgar and abusive com¬ 
ments along with photo¬ 
graphs of his aunt’s daughter 
allegedly because he wanted 
to take revenge on the aunt 
for asking her share in the 
ancestral property. 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (South West) Deven¬ 
der Arya said that the ac¬ 
cused has been identified as 
Vicky Chouhan, a resident of 
Jahangirpuri. 

The police said that on 
September 8, they received 
a complaint from a woman 
who stated that someone 
has created a fake Facebook 
profile and had shared some 
pictures of her daughter 
along with obscene and vul¬ 


gar comments. The person 
also shared the mobile num¬ 
ber of her son who had been 
receiving calls from all over 
the country, she said. “The 
complainant also alleged 
that the vulgar comments 
posted on a social media 
platform led to her daught¬ 
er’s engagement being 
called off,” Mr. Arya said. 

Based on the complaint, a 
case under relevant sections 
of the Indian Penal Code and 
the IT Act was registered and 
an investigation was taken 
up. 

The police sought details 
from Facebook about the 
mobile number or the email 
id which was used to create 
the profile. Subsequently, 
the police traced the num¬ 
ber and reached Sant Ram, 
resident of Narela, who stat¬ 


ed that he had created the 
profile in February but was 
not using it. 

“He said that his friend 
Vicky had taken the pass¬ 
word and login Id saying that 
he did not have a Facebook 
account and wanted to use 
his. It was revealed that the 
said account was being oper¬ 
ated from another device 
which belongs to Vicky 
Chouhan,” the officer said, 
adding that the accused was 
arrested from Jahangirpuri. 

During interrogation, he 
told the police that his and 
his aunt’s family have been 
at loggerheads over a pro¬ 
perty issue. He said he knew 
about his cousin’s engage¬ 
ment and confessed to have 
posted her pictures and 
comments on purpose, the 
police added. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A 23-year-old man was 
stabbed to death in outer 
Delhi’s Paschim Vihar on 
Sunday night, the police 
said on Monday. They have 
registered a case and be¬ 
gun a probe. 

A senior police officer 
said that the victim has 
been identified as Prash- 
ant, who lived in Jwala Puri 
with his family. 

Men issued warning 

The victim’s brother, Pan- 
kaj, told the police that on 
Sunday evening, a few men 
from the neighbourhood 
had come to their house 
and picked a fight with 
Prashant. 

The men, Pankaj said, 
were telling the victim that 
he should stay away from 


their sister as they did not 
like him being friends with 
her. The brother then inter¬ 
vened and the matter was 
resolved. 

The brother alleged that 
the accused, however, 
came again in the night and 
took Prashant near the rail¬ 
way tracks. When Pankaj 
reached the spot, he spot¬ 
ted some men stabbing his 
brother. The accused fled 
after Pankaj raised an 
alarm. 

The family rushed Prash¬ 
ant to a hospital where he 
was declared dead, the pol¬ 
ice said. 

They said that a case un¬ 
der relevant IPC Section on 
charges of murder has 
been registered against yhe 
accused and that teams 
have been formed to nab 
them. 


BBA student found dead 
in university room 

Institute to observe 3-day mourning 


Action against 
policeman for 
leaking clip of 
encounter 

STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi police on Mon¬ 
day said they have failed to 
trace criminals who man¬ 
aged to escape in their car 
after firing at police person¬ 
nel outside Akshardham 
metro station in East Delhi, 
adding that a policeman 
has been sent to district 
lines for leaking the CCTV 
footage of the encounter. 

A footage of the encoun¬ 
ter has gone viral on social 
media where two police¬ 
men are seen running to¬ 
wards a white sedan, but 
the driver speeds away. 
Another armed policeman 
is also running towards the 
car in the clip. 

“The suspects will be 
held soon,” said a police of¬ 
ficer. The police had laid a 
trap. The white sedan was 
signalled to stop but the cri¬ 
minals managed to escape 
after firing at the police. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GURUGRAM 

A final-year student of Ba¬ 
chelor of Business Admi¬ 
nistration died by suicide 
in Haryana’s Sonipat on 
Monday. 

After the student, who 
hailed from Madhya Pra¬ 
desh, did not pick up his 
parents’ calls, the parents 
informed officials of his un¬ 
iversity. They went to 
check on him to find him 
hanging in his room. 

He was staying alone as 
his roommates had gone 
home over the weekend. 

The police received a 
call from the university’s 
security in-charge around 1 
p.m. following which poli¬ 
cemen accompanied with 
a forensics team reached 
the spot. The police also 
said that the preliminary 
investigation suggested 
that the student was upset. 

A statement issued by 
the university’s communi¬ 


cation director said a 
three-day mourning would 
be observed on the cam¬ 
pus. 

“With extreme grief, we 
wish to announce that a 
third-year B.B.A (Honours) 
student died by suicide. 
His parents and the police 
have been duly informed. 
We are deeply shocked and 
saddened that a young life 
has ended in this tragic 
manner. Our deepest con¬ 
dolences are with his class¬ 
mates, friends, teachers, 
parents. JGU is observing a 
three-day mourning on the 
campus. There will be no 
social events or entertain¬ 
ment on the campus dur¬ 
ing 23-25 September 2019,” 
said a statement issued by 
the communication 

director. 

Suicide prevention hel¬ 
pline: Sanjivini, Society for 
Mental Health: 011-4076 
9002 (Monday-Saturday , 10 
a.m. - 7.30 p.m.) 


Heal the walls 



Conservation work by the Archaeological Survey of India under way at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi on Monday. ■ prashant soni 


NGT: ensure 
sand mining 
in Ghaziabad 
is stopped 

STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Following a plea seeking re¬ 
medial action against sand 
mining in a Ghaziabad sub¬ 
urb, the NGT has directed 
authorities to ensure that 
the mining operations are 
discontinued. 

It said, “Authorities con¬ 
cerned may ensure that 
mining lease, environmen¬ 
tal clearance and consent 
to establish and operate are 
cancelled in accordance 
with law and the District 
Magistrate may ensure that 
mining operations are dis¬ 
continued in the absence of 
valid statutory provisions.” 

The NGT also told the 
State pollution control 
board to recover environ¬ 
mental compensation as 
per existing norms. 


BSES announces ‘Tatkal’ connections for festivals, weddings 


South municipal corporation declares 
Tagore Garden market plastic-free 

‘Mass awareness programmes made drive a success’ 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The South Delhi Municipal 
Corporation (SDMC) on 
Monday declared Tagore 
Garden’s fruit and vegetable 
market “plastic-free”. 

Chairman of the Standing 
Committee, Bhupendra 
Gupta, said that this was 
achieved through effective 
mass awareness pro¬ 
grammes and with the sup¬ 
port of market association 
and the shopkeepers. In a 
statement, the SDMC said 
that it will also identify 20 
other markets - five in each 
of its four zones - to be de¬ 
clared as plastic-free by Oc¬ 



tober 2. 

In an effort to reduce de¬ 
pendence on polythene 
bags, initially awareness 
campaigns on the ill effects 
of plastic use were carried 
out involving customers 
and shopkeepers, said Rajiv 
Jain, senior official of the en¬ 
vironment department. The 
reduced expense on pur¬ 
chase of plastic bags by ven¬ 
dors were also highlighted. 
The SDMC also entered a 
tie-up with an NGO to pro¬ 
vide cloth bags, which were 
distributed to shopkeepers 
to give to customers who 
did not get their own bags, 
the official said. 



Similar initiatives will al¬ 
so be taken at other mar¬ 
kets, said Mr. Gupta. “Our 
first aim was to convince 
small shopkeepers to be the 
part of single-use plastic 
ban campaign,” he said, ad¬ 
ding that it was a commonly 
held belief that it was diffi¬ 
cult to make small fruits and 
vegetable vendors quit po¬ 
lythene bags. 

The three municipal cor¬ 
porations of Delhi have 
been carrying out intensive 
drives to cease the use of 
single-use plastic following 
the Prime Minister’s pledge 
against it on Independence 
Day. 



Consumers can contact discom’s call centre, visit customer care centres or apply through BSES app 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

With the festive season 
around the corner, electrici¬ 
ty discom BSES on Monday 
announced that it would be 
providing ‘tatkal’ temporary 
electricity connections for 


pujas, diwali melas, Ramlila 
events and marriages. 

Under the scheme, con¬ 
sumers will be able to get 
temporary connection on 
the same day of applying for 
it, after they complete requi¬ 
site commercial formalities. 


the BSES said. It added that 
normally it takes up to seven 
days for a consumer to get a 
temporary connection. 

To apply for the connec¬ 
tion, consumers can contact 
BSES call centre, visit its cus¬ 
tomer care centres or apply 


through the BSES app and 
make the payment online. 

“Our entire machinery is 
geared up to make ‘same 
day’ connections possible,” a 
BSES spokesperson said. 

The discom also highlight¬ 
ed the parallel issue of in¬ 


crease in power theft cases 
during the festive season, in 
a statement. 

It said that its teams will 
be on high alert to catch such 
transgressions and will rely 
on analytic to catch power 
thieves. 
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NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, ALLAHABAD 

E-Tender No.: JHS/TD/Tender/2019/23-24 

E-TENDERING TENDER NOTICE 

Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer (TD) N.C. Railway, Jhansi for and behalf of President of India invites sealed "Open Tender" 
through On Line (E-Tendering) forthe following work. 

E-Tender 

No. 

Description of work 

Approx Cost 
(?) 

Earnest 
Money (?) 

JHS/TD/Tender/ 

2019/24 

Interlocking of 2 LC gates in JHS-Gwl Section (409 & 369) (Provision of AT 
supply). 

? 13,42,096/- 

? 26,900/- 

JHS/TD/Tender/ 

2019/23 

Modification in 11 KV/33 KV Power Line crossing (Overhead transmission line) 
into underground cable in connection with provision of third line between Bina- 
JHS Section of Jhansi Division. 

? 58,62,281.20 

? 1,17,300/- 

Cost of Tender Form: For E-Tender No. JHS/TD/Tender/2019/24 ? 2100/- and JHS/TD/Tender/2019/23 ? 5250/-. Date of 
Closing Tender & Time: For both tender 22.10.2019 at 15.00 Hrs. Date of Completion Period from issue of acceptance 
letter: For both tender 04 Months. Tender on line can be submitted up to 15.00 hrs on 22.10.2019. Care full details and 
submission of bid please see the Indian Railways website www.ireps.gov.in. ^ 365/19 (A) 

ffl North central railways www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in [W] railway northcentral@CPRONCR 
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Cong., BJP begin exercise to 
identify bypoll candidates 

By-elections for two Rajasthan Assembly seats scheduled for October 21 


DELHI# Timings 


TUESDAY, SEPT. 24 


RISE 06:10 

SET 

18:16 

C RISE 00:56 

SET 

15:09 

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 25 


# RISE 06:11 

SET 

18:15 

C RISE 02:00 

SET 

16:01 

THURSDAY, SEPT. 26 


# RISE 06:11 

SET 

18:13 

C RISE 03:07 

SET 

16:49 

Delhi Weather 

Delhi City 

max min 

32 24 

Safdarjang 


32 24 

Palam 


32 23 


Delhi Palam Today 
32°C A pleasant morning and 
slightly warm day with partly 
cloudy sky would prevail. 
Patchy rains expected around 
the city. 

Delhi Palam Tomorrow 

33°C Easterly may strengthen 
the over the area. Day will 
remain warm with mainly dry 
weather and partly cloudy sky. 

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019 
All rights reserved. 


IN BRIEF 


Helicopter crash-lands 
in Kedarnath 

DEHRADUN 

Six pilgrims on board a 
private helicopter had a 
narrow escape on Monday 
when it crash-landed at a 
helipad close to the 
Himalayan shrine soon after 
takeoff. The light helicopter 
had taken off for Fata from 
Kedarnath when it developed 
a technical snag, pti 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

JAIPUR 

The ruling Congress and Op¬ 
position BJP in Rajasthan 
have started the exercise for 
identifying candidates for 
by-elections to two Assemb¬ 
ly seats - Mandawa and 
Khinvsar - scheduled for Oc¬ 
tober 21. After facing defeat 
in the 2019 Lok Sabha elec¬ 
tion, the bypolls will be a 
challenge for the Congress, 
while the BJP pins its hopes 
on new State president Sat- 
ish Poonia. 

The by-elections were ne¬ 
cessitated after the sitting 
MLAs vacated the seats fol¬ 
lowing their election to Lok 
Sabha. Mandawa MLA Na- 
rendra Khichar won as the 
BJP MP from Jhunjhunu, 
while Rashtriya Loktantrik 
Party MLA from Khinvsar, 
Hanuman Beniwal, won 
from Nagaur after his region¬ 
al party entered into an al¬ 
liance with the BJP and 
joined the NDA just before 
general elections. 

The candidates’ nomina¬ 
tions can be filed till Septem¬ 
ber 30 and the date for with- 



Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot 


drawal of candidature will be 
October 3. After the polling 
on October 21, the results 
will be declared on October 
24, according to the Election 
Commission. 

Impact on civic polls 

The by-elections are impor¬ 
tant for Congress because of 
their perceptible impact on 
the municipal polls due in 
November this year, for 
which the rival factions in 
the party wish to field their 
favourite candidates with 
the winning potential. More¬ 
over, the party wants to send 
across a message of its effec¬ 
tive governance even after its 



State BJP chief Satish Poonia 


defeat at all the 25 Lok Sabha 
seats in the State. 

For the BJP, the appoint¬ 
ment of Mr. Poonia - a Jat 
leader with strong associa¬ 
tion with Rashtriya Swayam- 
sevak Sangh - as the party 
chief may help at the two Jat- 
dominated seats. The party 
is yet to make up its mind on 
entering into alliance with 
the RLP, though former 
Chief Minister Vasundhara 
Raje may not play a major 
role in the candidates’ selec¬ 
tion, unlike in the Lok Sabha 
polls. 

Mr. Beniwal said on Mon¬ 
day that the RLP-BJP alliance 
would contest both the As¬ 


sembly seats and he would 
like to field his party’s candi¬ 
date in Khinvsar. “We are 
willing to support the BJP 
candidate in Mandawa. The 
final decision will be take at a 
meeting of office-bearers of 
both the parties in a couple 
of days,” he said. 

The Congress, which has 
strengthened its position in 
the State Assembly after the 
recent merger of six Bahujan 
Samaj Party MLAs, may give 
ticket to a member of Nagaur 
district’s influential Mirdha 
family. The party has lost the 
Khinvsar seat during the last 
three successive elections, as 
Mr. Beniwal won first on the 
BJP ticket in 2008 and later 
as an Independent in 2013 
and as the RLP candidate in 
2018. 

Mandawa was earlier con¬ 
sidered a stronghold of vete¬ 
ran Congress leader Ram Na- 
rayan Chaudhary, who died 
in 2012. His daughter Rita 
Chaudhary defeated Mr. Khi¬ 
char in 2008, but the latter 
emerged victorious as an In¬ 
dependent in 2013 and and 
as a BJP candidate in 2018. 


Bureaucrat seeks Info Commissioner’s removal 

As Vidisha District Collector, he had violated revenue code to transfer pond to private entity’ 


SIDHA RTH YADAV 

BHOPAL 

The Shahdol Commissioner 
has raked up grave charges 
against a serving State Infor¬ 
mation Commissioner, who 
during a past tenure had pur¬ 
portedly violated the reve¬ 
nue code to transfer a pond, 
meant for government ow¬ 
nership, to a private entity 
for a nominal fee “causing 
heavy loss” to the Madhya 
Pradesh government. 

Although the 12-hectare 
Mansarovar pond on unoccu¬ 
pied land in Gyaraspur of 
Vidisha district should have 
been vested in the govern¬ 
ment, wrote Shahdol Com¬ 


missioner R.B. Prajapati to a 
State-level Principal Secre¬ 
tary, Rajkumar Mathur, the 
District Collector had parted 
away the State's rights in 
2005 in an “illegal and un¬ 
authorised way”. 

“Therefore, I request you 
to initiate the removal from 
the service of Mr. Mathur, 
now a State Information 
Commissioner,” wrote Mr. 
Prajapati, even though the 
district falls under the Bho¬ 
pal division. 

‘Delay in inquiry’ 

Due to the delay in an inquiry 
and the pendency of the case 
with the General Administra¬ 


tion Department, he wrote, 
Mr. Mathur acquired the con¬ 
stitutional post for which he 
was “ineligible on moral and 
statutory grounds”. 

“If according to him,” 
wrote Mr. Prajapati, “the 
Mansarovar pond was a priv¬ 
ate land, it should have been 
vested in the State Govern¬ 
ment under Section 251 of 
the Madhya Pradesh Land 
Revenue Code, 1959. Instead, 
he gave it up for exchange.” 

According to the Section, 
all tanks situated on unoccu¬ 
pied land in the State on or 
before the date of coming in¬ 
to force of the Act should vest 
in the State government. The 


Act abolishes the rights of in¬ 
termediaries in the area on a 
tank, which may be used by 
villages for irrigation. 

Moreover, although the 
pond didn’t fulfil the ex¬ 
change parameters laid 
down under the revenue 
book circular, still it was gi¬ 
ven up under it in an illegal 
and unauthorised way, he 
alleged. 

“The Section is one of the 
most important ones enact¬ 
ed in public interest,” he 
wrote, “It has the same effect 
as the Madhya Pradesh Ceil¬ 
ing on Agricultural Holding 
Act, 1960, under which there 
is a provision to vest private 


land in the State government 
by declaring it surplus,” he 
said. 

‘In cold storage’ 

Mr. Prajapati claimed he had 
brought the case to the atten¬ 
tion of the GAD and other de¬ 
partments on July 14, 2008, 
as a consequence of which 
the Under Secretary to the 
Government of India (Minis¬ 
try of Personnel and Train¬ 
ing) had directed the State's 
Chief Secretary to take ac¬ 
tion. “However, no serious 
inquiry was undertaken and 
the case was thrown into the 
cold storage,” wrote Mr. Pra¬ 
japati. 


INTERVIEW I VINOD K. PAUL 


‘Nutrition Mission awareness 
has surpassed our expectations’ 

NITI Aayog Member elaborates on goals of programme 


JAGRITI CHANDRA 

September is being observed 
as ‘Poshan Maah’ (nutrition 
month) across the country 
to ensure mobilisation at the 
grassroots level to achieve 
the targets laid down under 
the ‘Poshan Abhiyaan' or the 
National Nutrition Mission 
(NNM). Launched by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi in 
2018, the programme aims 
to reduce levels of under¬ 
weight, stunting, low-birth 
weight as well as anaemia by 
2022. Member (Health & Nu¬ 
trition), NITI Aayog, Vinod 
IC Paul talks about the jour¬ 
ney so far. 

It has been nearly 18 months 
since the launch of Poshan 
Abhiyaan. How much 
ground has been covered so 
far? 

■ The Poshan Abhiyaan has 
surpassed our expectations 
in terms of awareness at the 
grassroots level. The Jan An- 
dolan [people’s movement] 
is very vibrant, which is im¬ 
portant because it is ulti¬ 
mately about behaviour 
change. Chief Ministers and 
Ministers have participated 
in 15-16 events resulting in a 
high level of political visibili¬ 
ty, which augurs well for the 
programme. Secondly, our 
clearest focus on the holistic 
interventions to ensure opti¬ 
mum care in the first 1,000 
days has also percolated 
down well. Then, there is 
convergence among diffe¬ 
rent Ministries, which is 
starting to happen. There is 
also the role of technology 
through mobile phones and 
tablets given to anganwadi 
workers, which is a multi¬ 
purpose tool effective for be¬ 
haviour change, education, 
managing care and collect¬ 
ing data. The Integrated 
Child Development Scheme- 
Common Application Soft¬ 
ware (ICDS-CAS) is the big- 
gest-ever IT-driven public 
health programme in the 
world. 



JanAndolanisvery 
vibrant, which is 
important because it 
is ultimately about 
behaviour change 


■ The National Family 
Health Survey-5 is currently 
picking up data. We expect 
the first set of State-level re¬ 
ports early next year, which 
will give us early phase 
trends so that we can learn 
from them and decide 
where our action should be 
focussed and recalibrate our 
efforts. And next year, which 
is a year after NFHS-5 data 
collection, there will be 
another survey which will 
tell us where we were in the 
middle years of NNM. 


In the remaining phase, 
our aim is to accelerate these 
efforts as well as focus on 
care of small babies, or un¬ 
dernourished babies. These 
children account for 25%- 
30% of children in poor 
households. 

What are the main pillars of 
Poshan Abhiyaan? 

■ There is an interplay of 
three broad themes of which 
nutrition intake is only 50% 
of the story. There is low 
birth weight among new¬ 
borns due to poor maternal 
health, which accounts for 
25% of the problem; illness¬ 
es among children such as 
diarrhoea are responsible 
for 25%-30% of 
undernutrition. 

When we look at under¬ 
nutrition like this, we look at 
what needs to be done holis¬ 
tically: maternal health, 
childhood illnesses and opti¬ 
mum amount of feeding - 
breastfeeding, complimen¬ 
tary feeding and food ade¬ 
quacy. Only 10% of children 
get adequate nutrition in our 
country. 

There are also socio-cul- 
tural determinants which 
form an outer circle, includ¬ 
ing maternal literacy, wo¬ 
men empowerment, and 
prevention of child mar¬ 
riage, etc. 

Will there be a review from 
time to time? 


What is happening with the 
data being collected through 
ICDS-CAS? 

■ There is data analyses go¬ 
ing on. Apart from its report¬ 
ing within the Ministry of 
Women and Child Develop¬ 
ment, it is also presented to 
the National Nutrition Coun¬ 
cil. We are also using Artifi¬ 
cial Intelligence to map how 
various cohorts of small chil¬ 
dren are doing over a period 
of time, what is the cover¬ 
age, and why are some dis¬ 
tricts lagging behind and 
then making required 
interventions. 

The Maternity Benefit 
Programme, or the Pradhan 
Mantri Matru Vandana 
Yojana, is also linked to 
nutritional outcomes of 
children. How is that 
performing? Don’t you think 
it is exclusionary in so far as 
it’s only for the first-born? 

■ I would say it is doing rea¬ 
sonably well, knowing that it 
took a little bit of time last 
year to take-off. In Decem¬ 
ber 2017, only two lakh be¬ 
neficiaries had been 
reached, in March 2018 
about 22 lakh, and now we 
are at 98.5 lakh. 

Benefiting the mother of 
the first-born is in the design 
of the scheme. Every 
scheme has its finite scope 
and focus. But we can have 
discussions [on how to reach 
those not covered under the 
scheme]. 


Patient left ‘unattended’ 
inside MRI machine 

Inquiry ordered into allegation 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHANDIGARH 

An inquiry by the health de¬ 
partment has been initiated 
on allegations of a 61 year- 
old patient, who com¬ 
plained that the staff at the 
MRI centre of the Panchkula 
civil hospital left him unat¬ 
tended inside the machine. 

Raghubir Singh, who had 
gone to the MRI centre on 
Sunday to undergo the test 
for a dislocated shoulder, 
has in his complaint to the 
police and State’s Health Mi¬ 
nister and Director General 
Health, stated that he was 
informed by the technicians 
that test would take around 
15 minutes and that he will 
have to remain inside the 
machine for that period. 

However, when even af¬ 
ter about half an hour he 
was not removed from the 
machine, he started feeling 
uneasy, and somehow 
broke the belt around his 


waist and managed to get 
out of the machine, he al¬ 
leged in his complaint. 

Station House Officer at 
Sector 5 police station, Rajiv 
Miglani told The Hindu that 
a complaint has been re¬ 
ceived from the victim that 
he was left unattended in 
the MRI machine by the staff 
and they were investigating 
the matter. 

“A departmental probe is 
also underway. There are 
CCTV footage available, and 
once the department’s re¬ 
port on the matter is com¬ 
pleted, action will be taken 
if anyone is found guilty,” he 
said. 

The MRI centre in-charge 
Amit Khokhar, however, dis¬ 
missed the allegations and 
said that the patient was ad¬ 
vised for a 20 minute scan 
but he panicked during the 
last two minutes. The staff 
then got him out of the ma¬ 
chine. 


Festival time 



An artist gives finishing touches to idols ahead of Durga Puja festival, in Ranchi on Monday. ■ pti 


Man sets bike ablaze when 
stopped for traffic challan 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

INDORE 

An unidentified man burnt 
his motorcycle here when 
traffic police stopped him 
for issuing a challan for al¬ 
legedly violating traffic 
rules, an official said on 
Monday. 

A purported video of the 
incident, which took place 
on Sunday night in the city’s 
Pardeshipura area, went vi¬ 
ral on social media 
platforms. 

In the video, the motorcy¬ 
cle was seen engulfed in 
flames by the roadside and 
some police personnel and 
passers-by watching the 
scene. 

Some voices of unknown 
people could also be heard, 
saying the amended Motor 
Vehicles Act was not cur¬ 
rently implemented in Mad¬ 
hya Pradesh, but the local 
traffic police personnel 
were harassing drivers in its 
name. 

Asked about the incident, 


Superintendent of Police Ni- 
hit Upadhyay said, “When 
the police team stopped the 
motorcycle rider on Sunday 
night during a routine 
checking operation, he was 
found to be heavily drunk. 
He also did not have the veh¬ 
icle documents.” 

“Before the traffic police 
could issue a challan (fine 
receipt) to him, he angrily 
set his motorcycle ablaze 
and ran away. We are trying 
to identify him. Proper legal 
action will be taken against 
him once he is traced,” he 
said. 

‘Law anti-people’ 

The motorcycle was seized 
by the police, he said. 

Meanwhile, some Con¬ 
gress workers burnt an effi¬ 
gy of Union Transport Mi¬ 
nister Nitin Gadkari at the 
Malwa Mill square here on 
Monday, terming heavy 
fines for violation of traffic 
rules under the new amend¬ 
ed law “anti-people”. 


NGT orders action against university run by MP Azam Khan 

Plea alleges that it was an encroachment on the floodplain of the Kosi and obstructing the passage of the river 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The National Green Tribunal 
(NGT) has directed action 
against a private university 
run by Samajwadi Party MP 
Azam Khan, following a plea 
which alleged that it was an 
encroachment on the flood- 
plain of river Kosi. 

A Bench headed by NGT 
Chairperson Justice Adarsh 
Kumar Goel observed that 
concerned statutory authori¬ 
ties should take appropriate 
action as river Kosi is a tribu¬ 
tary of the Ganga. 

“A report dated August 13, 


2019 has been filed by the 
U.P. Pollution Control Board 
to the effect that land has 
been illegally grabbed by the 
trust and action has been ta¬ 
ken, against which appeal is 
pending before the Division¬ 
al Commissioner, Morada- 
bad. FIR has also been regis¬ 
tered and process for 
cancellation of lease has also 
been taken,” the Bench not¬ 
ed. 

The green panel further 
added, “in view of the re¬ 
port, we are of the view that 
action may also need to be 
taken for encroachment of 



MP Azam Khan 


the floodplain in accordance 
with law in view of the fact 
that Kosi River is contributo¬ 


ry of river Ganga. The con¬ 
cerned statutory authorities 
may proceed in accordance 
with law accordingly.” 

The directions came when 
the Tribunal was hearing a 
plea moved by petitioner 
Shailesh Singh who sought 
action against illegal con¬ 
struction on the floodplain 
by the Mohammad Ali Jauhar 
University. The plea said the 
construction was obstruct¬ 
ing the free passage of the 
river, resulting in scarcity of 
water and devastation of the 
environment. 

The FIR reveals that Mr. 


Khan, who represents Ram- 
pur in Lok Sabha, and his 
close aide allegedly ‘grabbed 
land’ from 26 farmers for the 
construction of the Mo¬ 
hammed Ali Jauhar Universi¬ 
ty, the plea added. 

Joint committee 

Earlier, the NGT had directed 
a joint committee, compris¬ 
ing the U.P. State Pollution 
Control Board and the Ram- 
pur district magistrate, to 
look into the matter and fur¬ 
nish a report. 

The Samajwadi Party has 
alleged that the allegations 


were false and Mr. Khan was 
being targeted due to politi¬ 
cal vendetta. 

Last week, the Allahabad 
High Court had dismissed a 
writ petition challenging the 
demolition order against 
Rampur Public School of 
Azam Khan issued by the 
Rampur Development Auth¬ 
ority for alleged illegal 
construction. 

The court had said the pe¬ 
titioner had the remedy of 
appeal against the notice be¬ 
fore the commissioner con¬ 
cerned. 

(With PTI inputs) 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 

It is, hereby state that, I Anoop Singh (Advocate), 
instructed by and on behalf of my client Ms Harjeet 
Kaur Bhatia, W/o Sh. Manjit Singh Bhatia, R/o B- 
3/76, First Floor, Paschim Vihar, S.O. West Delhi, 
110063, to distribute this message in newspaper 
that, she wish to Disown/Debarred her son Namely 
Taranjeet Singh Bhatia, S/oSh Manjit Singh Bhatia 
and his legal heirs from the inheritance of all 
immovable as well as moveable properties/asserts 
due to his non co-operative attitude and behaviour 
and every now and then, he quarrelled with my 
client and thus he disturbed peace of mind of my 
client and family members/relative, and so under 
compelling circumstances my client has served up 
all her relations and connections with him, if 
anyone deal with him, he or she shall doing so at 
his/her own risk and my client shall not be 
responsible for their acts and deed in any manner 
whatsoever. My client have disowned/debarred 
her son and his legal heirs with properly fit and 
sound mind. 

ANOOP SINGH (Advocate) 

Ch. No. 276, Block-ll, Delhi High Court, New Delhi 


■WMTCHES 

town 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

BE IT KNOWN TO GENERAL PUBLIC AT 
LARGE THAT MY CLIENTS SH. ADITYA 
NATH'S & SH. NIKHIL NATH'S FATHER, 
LATE SH. NARENDER NATH S/O LATE SH. 
BADRI NATH R/O 152, SHIVALIK 
APPARMENTS, ALAKNANDA, NEW DELHI 
PASSED AWAY ON 06/09/2019 LEAVING 
BEHIND A WILL DATED 03/04/2015 
WHERBY HE HAS BEQUEATHED SOME 
MOVEABLE AND IMMOVEABLE 
PROPERTY VIZ PROPERTYCOTTAGE 
NO. 11 , N AI N I KINGDOM VILL, 
BHUMIADHAR, P.O. BHAWALI, NAINITAL, 
UTTRAKHAND ADMEASURING 160 SQ. 
YARDS, TWO LIC POLICIES BEARING NO. 
116661008 & 117361172 AND SHARE IN 
PLOT AT BITHORIA NO.1, HALDWANI IN 
FAVOR OF MY CLIENTS. 

GENERAL PUBLIC IS ADVISED NOT TO 
DEAL WITH THE SAID MOVEABLE AND 
IMMOVEABLE PROPERTIES IN ANY 
MANNER, IF ANY PERSON DOES SO 
HE/SHE/ THEY MAY DO THE SAME AT 
HIS/HER/THEIR OWN RISK/PERIL AND 
RESPONSIBILTY. MY CLIENTS SHALL 
NOT BE RESPONSIBLE IN ANY MANNER 
WHATSOEVER. 

B.S. DHIR (Advocate) 

Ch. No. 336, Delhi High Court, New Delhi-110003 





PUBLIC NOTICE 

Public is informed at large that Sh. Harpreet 
Bakshi S/o Late Sh. Bakshi Harpan Singh 
Puri, R/o B-2/96, Paschim Vihar, New Delhi 
is the exclusive owner of property bearing 
no. 96, area measuring 124.418 sq mtrs, in 
Block B-2, situated at Paschim Vihar, New 
Delhi on account of Registered 
Relinquishment Deed executed by all the 
surviving legal heirs of his father Late. Sh. 
Bakshi Harpan Singh Puri S/o Sh. Bakshi 
Diwan Singh, who expired on 11.03.2008. 
That after execution of registered sale deed 
by Sh. Harpreet Bakshi with respect to first 
floor without roof rights of property bearing 
no. 96, area measuring 124.418 sq mtrs, in 
Block B-2, situated at Paschim Vihar, New 
Delhi, in favour of Sh. Amardeep Singh 
Chawla S/o Sh. A.P.S. Chawla, he shall 
become exclusive and absolute owner of 
the same. Any person having any objection 
to the right title of Sh. Harpreet Bakshi to 
execute the said sale deed may contact. 

Amardeep Singh Chawla 

Mob.: 9555534534 
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,49350933144 
:9958589406 

Flat No.- 22, Rajendra Park, Old Rajinder Nagar, 
Near Rajendra Place Metro Station Gate-3, New Delhi-60 


IAS COACHING Institute is looking 
for full-time faculty for History, 
Art & Culture, Polity, History op¬ 
tional and Sociology optional for 
its Gwalior Centre. The interested 
persons can share their CVs at 
info@gtalearnings.com or connect 
at 8130012911. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
NATIONAL CONSUMER DISPUTES 
REDRESSAL COMMISSION 

Upbhokta Nyay Bhawan, 'F Block, General Pool 
Office Complex, INA, NEW DELHI -110 023 
Telephone No. 24608741 Fax No.24651519 
Website: http://ncdrc.nic.in 
CONSUMER COMPLAINT NO. 689 of 2018 
Neha and 58 Ors. 

Versus ....Complainant(s) 
M/s JNC Construction Pvt. Ltd. and 3 Ors. 
To, ...,0pp. Party(s) 

THE PURCHASERS/ALLOTTEES 
OF THE RESIDENTIALAPARTMENTS/ 
FLATS IN "JNC "THE PARK" 

AT PLOT NO. GH-01 SECTOR-16C, 
GNIDA, DISTT. GAUTAM BUDH NAGAR, 
U.P. DEVELOPED BY M/S JNC 
CONSTRUCTION PVT. LTD. AND 3 ORS. 

Whereas the above 
Complainants have, 
through Mr. VIKAS K. 
BHARTI, Advocate CH. NO. 
207, 2ND FLOOR, 
LAWYER'S CHAMBER 
BLOCK, DISTRICT 
COURT, ROHINI, DELHI- 
1 1 0 0 8 5, Mobile. 
9818000358, filed the 
captioned Consumer 
Complaint before the 
Hon'ble National Consumer 
Disputes Redressal 
Commission, New Delhi on 
behalf and/or for the benefit 
of all the consumers who 
have either booked or have 
been allotted residential 
apartments in the project 
namely "JNC "THE PARK" 
AT PLOT NO. GH-01, 
SECT0R-16C, GNIDA, 
DISTT. GAUTAM BUDH 
NAGAR, U.P. being 
developed by the Opposite 
Party named above, for 
redressal of their common 
rievances, and seeking 
ie following reliefs:- 
Direct the Opposite 
'arty to refund the amounts 
paid by the complainants 
and similarly situated 
persons in respect of their 
respective flats at projects 
JNC "THE PARK" situated 
at Plot NO.GH-OI, Sector- 
16C, GNIDA, Distt. Gautam 
Budh Nagar, U.P. and 
(b) Direct the opposite party 
to pay interest on the 
aforesaid amounts to 
respective complainants at 
the rate of 24% per annum 
from the date of deposit of 
each installment by 
respective complainant/ 
similarly situated 
consumers till the date of 
actual payment/ refund 
made by the opposite party; 
and 

c) Direct the Opposite 
3 arty to pay compensation 
on account of mental pain, 
agony, financial hardship 
suffered by the 
Complainants due to 
deficiency in services on the 
part of the Opposite Party at 
the rate of Rs.2,00,000/- 
(Rupees Two lakh) each to 
be paid to each 
complainant; and 

(d) Direct the Opposite 
Party to pay Rs. 1,00,000/- 
to each complainant 
towards the litigation cost 
and other miscellaneous 
expenses incurred by the 
complainants in realizing 
the aforesaid claim from the 
opposite party; and/or 

(e) pass any such Order or 
further Orders, which this 
Hon'ble Commission may 
deem fit, just and proper in 
the facts and circumstances 
of the case in favour of the 
Complainants and against 
the Opposite Party. 

And whereas the Hon'ble 
Commission vide its order 
dated 09.07.2019 is 
pleased to direct issue of 
notice of the institution of 
the above captioned 
complaint to all the 
consumers having same 
interest in the matter. 
Accordingly, all allottees of 
the above referred Project 
having the same grievance 
against the Opposite Party, 
may appear before the 
Commission in-person or 
through an Advocate/ 
Authorized Representative 
on 06.11.2019 at 10:30 a.m. 
They can inspect the file of 
the aforementioned 
complaint in the office of the 
Counsel for the 
Complainant (s) and apply 
for being impleaded as a 

K otne complaint. 

, nay also note that the 
decision of the Commission 
in the captioned complaint 
will be binding on all the 
consumers on whose 
behalf and/or for whose 
benefit the complaint is 
instituted. 

Dated, this 04th day of 
September, 2019. 

By Order 

(S. Hanumantha Rao) 
Joint Registrar 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

NOTICE is hereby given that SUNNY 
KUMAR S/o MOHAN SINGH R/o WZ-165, 
FIRST FLOOR, GAL I NO 6, KRISHNA 
PARK, TILAK NAGAR, NEW DELHI- 
110018 OF AFGHANISTAN is applying to 
the Secretary to the Government of India 
in the Ministry of Home Affairs for 
Naturalization and that any person who 
knows any reason why Naturalization 
should not be granted should send a 
written signed statement of the facts to the 
said Secretary. _ 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

NOTICE is hereby given that OMER 
SINGH @ UMAR SINGH S/o GOPAL 
SINGH R/o S-1/157A, FIRST FLOOR, 
OLD MAHAVIR NAGAR, TILAK NAGAR, 
NEW DELHI-110018 OF AFGHANISTAN 
is applying to the Secretary to the 
Government of India in the Ministry of 
Home Affairs for Naturalization and that 
any person who knows any reason why 
Naturalization should not be granted 
should send a written signed statement of 
the facts to the said Secretary. _ 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

NOTICE is hereby given that ORANDEEP 
SINGH S/o TARLOOK SINGH R/o C-2B, 
SECOND FLOOR, TILAK NAGAR, NEW 
DELHI-110018 OF AFGHANISTAN is 
applying to the Secretary to the 
Government of India in the Ministry of 
Home Affairs for Naturalization and that 
any person who knows any reason why 
Naturalization should not be granted 
should send a written signed statement of 
the facts to the said Secretary. _ 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

NOTICE is hereby given that 
GULMANDER SINGH S/o TARLOOK 
SINGH R/o C-2B, SECOND FLOOR, 
TILAK NAGAR, NEW DELHI-110018 OF 
AFGHANISTAN is applying to 
the Secretary to the Government of India 
in the Ministry of Home Affairs 
for Naturalization and that any person who 
knows any reason why Naturalization 
should not be granted should send a 
written signed statement of the facts to the 
said Secretary. _ 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

NOTICE is hereby given that MAHESH 
SINGH S/o MOHAN SINGH R/o WZ-165, 
FIRST FLOOR, GAL I NO 6, KRISHNA 
PARK, TILAK NAGAR, NEW DELHI- 
110018 OF AFGHANISTAN is applying to 
the Secretary to the Government of India in 
the Ministry of Home Affairs for 
Naturalization and that any person who 
knows any reason why Naturalization 
should not be granted should send a written 
signed statement of the facts to the said 
Secretary. _ 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

NOTICE is hereby given that PARKASH 
KAUR D/o BAHADUR SINGH R/o WZ- 
165, FIRST FLOOR, GALI NO 6,KRISHNA 
PARK, TILAK NAGAR, NEW DELHI- 
110018 OF AFGHANISTAN is applying to 
the Secretary to the Government of India in 
the Ministry of Home Affairs for 
Naturalization and that any person who 
knows any reason why Naturalization 
should not be granted should send a written 
signed statement of the facts to the said 
Secretary. _ 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

NOTICE is hereby given that RAM PIARI 
D/o JIWAN SINGH R/o S-1/157A, FIRST 
FLOOR, OLD MAHAVIR NAGAR, TILAK 
NAGAR, NEW DELHI-110018 OF 
AFGHANISTAN is applying to the 
Secretary to the Government of India in 
the Ministry of Home Affairs for 
Naturalization and that any person who 
knows any reason why Naturalization 
should not be granted should send a 
written signed statement of the facts to the 
said Secretary. _ 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

NOTICE is hereby given that 
MANMOHAN SINGH S/o GOPAL 
SINGH R/o S-1/157A, FIRST 
FLOOR, OLD MAHAVIR NAGAR, 
TILAK NAGAR, NEW DELHI-110018 
OF AFGHANISTAN is applying to 
the Secretary to the Government of 
India in the Ministry of Home Affairs 
for Naturalization and that any person 
who knows any reason why 
Naturalization should not be granted 
should send a written signed 
statement of the facts to the said 
Secretary. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

NOTICE is hereby given that TARLOOK 
SINGH S/o SUNTOOK SINGH R/o C-2B, 
SECOND FLOOR, TILAK NAGAR, NEW 
DELHI-110018 OF AFGHANISTAN is 
applying to the Secretary to the 
Government of India in the Ministry of 
Home Affairs for Naturalization and that 
any person who knows any reason why 
Naturalization should not be granted 
should send a written signed statement of 
the facts to the said Secretary. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

NOTICE is hereby given that 
TARMENDER SINGH S/o MOHAN 
SINGH R/o WZ-165, FIRST FLOOR, GALI 
NO 6, KRISHNA PARK, TILAK NAGAR, 
NEW DELHI-110018 OF AFGHANISTAN 
is applying to the Secretary to the 
Government of India in the Ministry of 
Home Affairs for Naturalization and that 
any person who knows any reason why 
Naturalization should not be granted 
should send a written signed statement of 
the facts to the said Secretary. _ 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

It is hereby inform to the public at large that 
our clients Sh. Anand Prakash Pandey S/o 
Sh. Vyas Muni Pandey and Smt. Krishna 
Pandey both R/o G-2 Flat No. 804, Golf 
City, Sector-75, Noida (UP) have debarred 
their son Abhinav Pandey and daughter in 
law Shweta Tyagi both R/o Flat No. 3071, 
Pocket B & C, Sector-A, Vasant Kunj, New 
Delhi from their all movable & immovable 
properties and severed their relationship 
since they are out of control of our clients. 
Anybody deals with them shall do so at 
their own risks, costs & consequences. 

Sunil Kumar (Advocate) 
Ch. No. 382, Saket Courts, Delhi-110017 
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PERSONAL 


CHANGE OF NAME 


I, Pema D/o Tashi. R/o K-Village H.No. 
29, Tibetan Settlement, Kollegal K.S. 
changed my name as Pema Dolma. 


PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT 


IT IS notified for the info, that 
my Original Qualifying Examination 
Certificate and Marksheet of Main 
Senior Secondary Examination of 
Year 2014 and Roll No 9109186 is¬ 
sued by CBSE has been actually 
lost. Nikhil Joseph Zacharias Ph 
9765672241 
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South Korea keen on 
fresh start in Odisha 

Envoy Shin Bong-kil meets Naveen 


STAFF REPORTER 

BHUBANESWAR 

Putting behind the bitter 
experience of steel ma¬ 
jor POSCO’s unsuccess¬ 
ful bid to set up a plant 
in Odisha, South Korea 
has evinced keen inter¬ 
est in forging a new rela¬ 
tionship in investment 
and business with the 
State. 

South Korean Ambas¬ 
sador Shin Bong-kil, 
who led a business dele¬ 
gation, met Chief Minis¬ 
ter Naveen Patnaik and 
key functionaries of the 
industries department 
here on Monday. 

“Recognising the 
State’s potential in natu¬ 
ral resources, POSCO 
had made $12 billion in¬ 
vestment commitment 
in 2005 to set up a steel 
plant in the State - it 
was not only the single 
largest overseas invest¬ 
ment by a South Korean 
company, but also the 
single largest foreign in¬ 
vestment ever made in 


India,” said Mr. Shin. 

‘Fast-growing State’ 

Observing that POSCO’s 
mega investment had 
faced many hurdles, he 
said: “I understand both 
sides have learnt from 
POSCO’s experience and 
now need to make a 
fresh start. Odisha is a 
State growing very fast.” 

The delegation in¬ 
cluded representatives 
of Samsung, Hyundai, 
Kia and LG. Comment¬ 
ing on the slowdown in 
the automobile sector, 
the Ambassador said: “I 
think the phenomenon 
is temporary. Korean au¬ 
tomakers, however, 
have been doing very 
well in India.” 

Addressing the dele¬ 
gation, Mr. Patnaik said, 
“We are in the process of 
promulgating a strategy 
document, Vision 2030, 
to ensure that 50% of 
primary metal produced 
in the State is value-ad¬ 
ded within the State.” 


Assam’s Independent 
MP forms party, army 

‘We will fight for equal rights for all’ 


RAHU L KARMAKAR 

GUWAHATI 

Naba Sarania, an Inde¬ 
pendent Lok Sabha MP 
from Assam who is also 
a former extremist, has 
formed a political party 
as well as an “army 
without guns”. 

The Gana Surakhya 
Party (GSP), launched 
on Sunday, is expected 
to challenge the Bodo- 
land People’s Front, 
which has been running 
the Bodoland Territorial 
Council (BTC) since its 
creation in 2003. The 
BPF is a partner in the 
BJP-led alliance that 
rules the State. 

The GSP’s birth has 
assumed significance 
ahead of the election to 
the 40-seat BTC early 
next year across the dis¬ 
tricts of Kokrajhar, Chi- 
rang, Baksa and Udalgu- 
ri, politically polarised 
between the Bodos and 
the non-Bodos. 

The Bodos are the lar¬ 
gest plains tribe in the 
north-eastern region, 


but account for over 
30% of the population 
in the Bodoland Territo¬ 
rial Areas District, admi¬ 
nistered by the BTC. Ni¬ 
neteen communities, 
including Muslims, form 
the non-Bodos. 

Backed by the non- 
Bodos, Mr. Sarania has 
won in the Lok Sabha 
election from Kokrajhar 
twice since 2014. “We 
had to form the GSP be¬ 
cause of the ‘atrocities’ 
on the non-Bodos in 
areas under the BTC 
and also because no par¬ 
ty has cared for them,” 
he said. “We hope to 
win the BTC election 
next year... We will fight 
for equal rights for all 
communities,” he said. 

On the BTAD army 
formed alongside his 
party, he said: “This is a 
non-violent army, with¬ 
out guns. It will have 
5,000 volunteers in 
each BTAD district for 
protecting the lives, pro¬ 
perty and livelihood of 
the non-Bodos.” 


Child of homeless 
couple stolen, sold 

Boy reunited with family; six held 


STAFF REPORTER 

BERHAMPUR 

A childless couple’s de¬ 
sire to adopt a male child 
without going through 
the legal process led to 
the kidnapping and sale 
of a two-year-old son of a 
homeless couple for 
^30,000 in Odisha’s 
Berhampur. 

Six persons were ar¬ 
rested on Monday in 
connection with the 
theft and sale of the 
child, who was rescued 
and handed over to his 
parents on Sunday. 

The arrested persons 
included the childless 
couple, Brundaban Rana 
(52) and his wife Bai- 
jayanti; Prafulla Nayalc 
and his wife Mamata, 
who prepared a fake 
adoption document 


claiming they were the 
parents of the child; San- 
tosh Rana, brother-in- 
law of Brundaban, and 
Siba Nayak. 

The parents of the 
child are from the Gaja- 
pati district. They, along 
with their four-year-old 
daughter and son, had 
reached Berhampur a 
few weeks ago. Their son 
was kidnapped on Sep¬ 
tember 19 night. 

Police Inspector Sunit 
Soren said Brundaban, a 
bank attendant, had 
asked Santosh to arrange 
a child for adoption. San¬ 
tosh contacted his friend 
Prafulla, who , with the 
help of Siba stole the son 
of the homeless couple. 

On September 22, Si¬ 
ba was arrested and his 
racket was busted. 


THE SHM&HINDU 

DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify and make appropriate enquiries to 
satisfy themselves about the veracity of an advertisement before responding to any 
published in this newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher & Owner of 
this newspaper, does not vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement or advert¬ 
iser or for any of the advertiser's products and/or services. In no event can the 
Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s, Employees of this newspaper/company 
be held responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever for any claims and/or damages 
for advertisements in this newspaper. 


TO ADVERTISE 
PLEASE CONTACT 

Mr. N SELVA KUMAR 

PH:98203 50726 

selvakumar.n@thehindu.co.in 

Mr. GAURAV SEHGAL 

PH: 98110 06590 

gaurav.sehgal@thehindu.co.in 

THEl 


HINDU 


A ND-NDE 






















































































































































































































THE HINDU DELHI 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2019 


WEST 7 


‘Withdrawal of Article 370 an 
instrument of change in J&IC 

BJP has top-class leadership, opposition leaders either in jail or out on bail: Nadda 



BJP working president J.P. Nadda offering prayers at Dagduseth Halwai Ganpati in Pune on 
Monday, -jignesh mistry 


Is an alliance with the NCP 
proving costly for Congress? 

Dissatisfaction among local Congress leaders a worry 



Crime Branch officers escort 
suspected terrorist Yusuf 
Abdul Wahab Sheikh in 
Ahmedabad, after his arrest 
on Monday. - pti 

Man wanted 
in‘jihad’case 
arrested after 
16 years 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

AHMEDABAD 

A man wanted in connec¬ 
tion with the 2003 ‘jihadi 
conspiracy’ case in Gujarat 
was arrested on Monday 
morning when he arrived 
at the city airport from 
Saudi Arabia, officials said. 

Based on a specific tip- 
off, a joint team of the city 
Crime Branch and state 
Anti-Terrorism Squad 
(ATS) nabbed Yusuf Abdul 
Wahab Shaikh (50), a na¬ 
tive of Juhapura area here, 
when he landed at the Ah¬ 
medabad airport. Assis¬ 
tant Commissioner of Pol¬ 
ice B V Gohil told reporters 
here. 

Mr. Shaikh, who was al¬ 
legedly involved in provid¬ 
ing funds to Gujarat-based 
“jihadists” to avenge the 
attacks on Muslims in the 
state after the 2002 God- 
hra riots, was living in Sau¬ 
di Arabia since 1999 and 
was involved in garment 
trade. His last visit to Guja¬ 
rat was in 2002, Mr. Gohil 
said. He came to Ahmeda¬ 
bad on Monday to meet his 
second wife, who along 
with their children came 
back to the city from Saudi 
Arabia a few years back, he 
said. 


SHOU MOJIT BANERJEE 

PUNE 

The withdrawal of Article 
370 was an instrument of 
change in Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir, said national working 
president of Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) J.P. Nadda on 
Monday, adding that the 
move was possible only due 
to the political will of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and 
the strategy of Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah. 

Kicking off the party’s 
campaign in Pune and west¬ 
ern Maharashtra, Mr. Nadda 
hit out at the Congress and 
the Sharad Pawar-led Nation¬ 
alist Congress Party (NCP) 
saying they were parties 
centred round a particular 
political family or dynasty. 

“With the removal of Arti¬ 
cle 370, tribals residing in the 
Poonch-Rajouri area like the 
Gujjars, who had hitherto no 
reservation, can now partici¬ 
pate in mainstream politics. 
The whole Ladakh area is tri¬ 
bal but there was no re¬ 
served seat for a Gujjar or a 
Bakarwal in the Vidhan Sab- 
ha or Lok Sabha. But this has 
now changed after we 
scrapped Article 370,” he 
said, addressing a gathering 
of BJP workers. 

‘Vital laws applicable’ 

He further said that 104 vital 
laws passed by Parliament - 
be it the SC/ST Act or the 
POCSO Act to prevent vio¬ 
lence against children - that 
were not previously applica¬ 
ble to Jammu & Kashmir, 
would now be in force there. 

“Children of Gujjars and 
Bakarwals could not hitherto 
participate in any elections 
as there was no reserved 
seat. People who came from 


West Pakistan who settled in 
Jammu and Kashmir could 
not even participate in coun¬ 
cil elections, forget Assembly 
or general elections. But that 
will all change with the with¬ 
drawal of Article 370... Now, 
women can now buy real es¬ 
tate and transfer property to 
their children, even if they 
get married to a non-resident 
of Jammu and Kashmir,” he 
said, adding that with the re¬ 
moval of Article 370, Dalits 
would now be able the right 
to join the judicial and admi¬ 
nistrative services. 

Commenting on the up¬ 
coming Maharashtra As¬ 
sembly polls, Mr. Nadda said 
that the BJP had top-class lea¬ 
dership and a programme 
for the future while the op¬ 
position’s leaders were eith¬ 
er languishing in jail or were 
out on bail. 

“Apart from the Commu¬ 
nist party, the BJP was the 


only party which was truly 
democratic and in which a 
grassroots worker could 
reach to the top. In the BJP, a 
person from a humble back¬ 
ground without powerful 
political or dynastic connec¬ 
tions had the opportunity for 
self-advancement that most 
regional parties were run by 
families,” he said. 

“Today, the party work¬ 
ers, who are charged up to 
fight the polls have an inspi¬ 
rational leader in the form of 
Mr. Modi who has showed 
that India has established 
herself on the world stage. 
We have a hierarchy of lea¬ 
dership at every level, right 
from [Chief Minister] Deven- 
dra Fadnavis in the State 
right down to capable lead¬ 
ers at the Zilla level. In con¬ 
trast, the opposition’s lead¬ 
ers were doing the rounds of 
the Enforcement Directorate 
or were putting up appea¬ 


rances in front of the Central 
Bureau of Investigation and 
other probe agencies like the 
NIA,” he said. 

Stating that BJP had work¬ 
ers who were equally compe¬ 
tent in taking the party’s 
message to the masses at the 
ground level, he said the par¬ 
ty membership had surged 
to a record 17 crore from 11 
crore in a mere 54 days. 

“In these 54 days, our 
workers not only participat¬ 
ed in relief operations in the 
floods that hit western Maha¬ 
rashtra, but also in the Maha- 
janadesh Yatra,” Mr. Nadda 
said, praising the workers’ ef¬ 
forts towards building the 
BJP in western Maharashtra, 
once the erstwhile bastion of 
the NCP and the Congress. 

Earlier in the day, Mr. Nad¬ 
da also held closed-door 
meetings with party workers 
to chalk out strategy for the 
upcoming polls. 


SHOU MOJIT BANERJEE 

PUNE 

While the Sharad Pawar-led 
Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP) and the Congress have 
tentatively agreed to contest 
125 seats each in the forth¬ 
coming Maharashtra As¬ 
sembly elections, relations 
between the two continue to 
be marred by severe distrust. 

On Sunday, senior NCP 
leader Ajit Pawar’s announ¬ 
cement that the NCP would 
be contesting on four of the 
eight Assembly seats in Pune 
city, leaving three for the 
Congress and one for an un¬ 
named ‘friendly party’ has 
not gone down well with the 
leadership of the Pune City 
Congress. 

Mr. Pawar had said that 
the NCP would contest the 
Parvati, Khadakwasla, Wad- 
gaonsheri and Hadapsar Ass- 
sembly seats while the Shiva- 
jinagar, Kasba Peth and Pune 
Cantonment seats would be 
contested by the Congress. 

“Who is Ajit Pawar to an¬ 
nounce this arrangement? 
We have received no official 
communication on this from 
the Maharashtra Pradesh 
Congress Committee presi¬ 
dent. How can he [Ajit Pa¬ 
war] do so unilaterally with¬ 
out consulting us?” said a 
senior Pune Congress leader, 
requesting anonymity. 

Pune City Congress spo¬ 
kesperson, Ramesh Iyer, said 
that of the ‘friendly parties’, 
neither the Samajwadi Party 
nor Raju Shetti’s Swabhima- 
ni Palcsha had any toehold in 
urban Pune city nor had ex¬ 
pressed any interest in con¬ 
testing from here. 

“We have strong candi¬ 
dates like Abu Bagul and Sa¬ 
chin Tawre, among others, 
for the Parvati Assembly seat 


We have strong 
candidates like 
Abu Bagul and 
Sachin Tawre, 
among others, for 
Parvati Assembly 
seat 

Ramesh Iyer 

PUNE CITY CONGRESS SPOKESPERSON 

which should rightfully go to 
the Congress,” Mr. Iyer said. 

While alleging that the ci¬ 
ty Congress had been kept in 
the dark regarding this ar¬ 
rangement, other senior 
leaders have accused the 
NCP of always working to¬ 
wards the detriment of the 
Congress by using their par¬ 
ty to fulfill its political aims. 

More worrying is the dis¬ 
satisfaction rife among local 
Congress leaders and long¬ 
standing party workers, who 
have hit out at the impotence 
of the MPCC and the senior 
Congress leadership in the 
State for not being able to 
stand up to Mr. Pawar during 
seat-sharing talks. 

The most notable result of 
this has been the recent de¬ 
fection of senior Congress¬ 
man from Indapur, Harsha- 
vardhan Patil, to the ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) - 
a move which is expected to 
deal a big blow to the Con¬ 
gress in western 
Maharashtra. 

“Harshavardhan Patil, 
despite all the bad blood bet¬ 
ween the Pawar clan and 
himself, gave his all to cam¬ 
paign for Ms. Sule win on the 
all-important Baramati Lok 
Sabha constituency, ensur¬ 
ing a lead of 71,000 votes 
from the Indapur segment. 
Yet, the NCP never kept its 
part of the bargain and 
worse, the senior Congress 
leadership refused to stand 


up for him,” said another se¬ 
nior Pune-based Congress 
leader. 

“It was due to Sharad Pa¬ 
war’s intransigence and per¬ 
sonal rivalry that led to the 
defection of senior Congress¬ 
man Radhakrishna Vikhe-Pa- 
til to the BJP. This has result¬ 
ed in the Congress to lose 
Ahmednagar. The same was 
repeated in Shirol (in Kolha¬ 
pur) where Satyajeet Desh- 
mulch [son of veteran Con¬ 
gressman Shivajirao 

Deshmuk] was compelled to 
exit the party owing to the 
NCP’s high-handedness. One 
wonders whether the al¬ 
liance with them is worth it,” 
he said. 

According to a city-based 
political analyst, ever since 
Sharad Pawar split the Con¬ 
gress to form the NCP in 
1999, the parent party’s seat 
tally has been steadily de¬ 
clining in the State with Mr. 
Pawar calling the shots. 

To make matters worse, 
both Ashok Chavan, the 
former MPCC chief, and Ba- 
lasaheb Thorat, the current 
president, have proven in¬ 
capable of firm negotiation 
with the NCP, causing the 
Congress in Maharashtra to 
drift like a rudderless ship. 

“MPCC chief Balasaheb 
Thorat is busy campaigning 
to preserve his home turf of 
Sangamner, while other big 
leaders like Ashok Chavan 
and Prithviraj Chavan are 
tied down in their own con¬ 
stituencies in Nanded and 
Karad respectively. As a re¬ 
sult, there is no strong voice 
at the top to lend expression 
to a coherent strategy and 
address problems plaguing 
the leadership in each dis¬ 
trict,” said a former chief of 
the Pune Congress unit. 



Over 1,000 kg of plastic 
h waste found at Goa beach 



PLastic waste tops garbage left behind by tourists at Goa 
beaches, ■filephoto 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

PANAJI 

Over 1,000 kg of plastic 
waste has been found at a 
beach stretch near Panaji by 
a team of scientists and stu¬ 
dents of the Goa-based Na¬ 
tional Institute of Oceanog¬ 
raphy (NIO), an official said 
on Monday. 

During a campaign as part 
of the International Coastal 
Cleanup Day 2019 last Satur¬ 
day, the NIO team collected 
garbage from the Caranza- 
lem beach for two-and-a-half 
hours and found the area lit¬ 
tered with various plastic 
material. 

“The waste collected 
from around one-km-long 
stretch of the beach includ¬ 
ed 1,078 kg of plastic, 486 kg 
of organic waste including 
paper and other trash, 720 
glass bottles and 125 metal 
cans,” a spokesperson of the 
NIO said. 

The trash consisted of 
plastics used for food and 
other packagings, plastic 
caps, spoons, cups, glasses, 
straws, pens, bags, toys and 
decorative items, fishing net 
pieces and tarpaulin sheets, 
he said. 


“Our addiction to single¬ 
use plastic and lack of its 
waste management has re¬ 
sulted in a global epidemic 
of plastic pollution,” he said. 

The garbage was later 
handed over to the Corpora¬ 
tion of City of Panaji for 
further processing, he said. 

The international coastal 
cleanup campaign began ov¬ 
er 30 years ago, the spokes¬ 
man said. 

“We know plastic has a 
negative impact and we 
know where it is coming 
from. We need to prevent 


this pollution, and more im¬ 
portantly, cut it off at the 
source,” he added. 

The NIO, a constituent 
laboratory of the Council of 
Scientific and Industrial Re¬ 
search (CSIR), undertook 
the drive in association with 
the National Centre for Coas¬ 
tal Research and the Minis¬ 
try of Earth Sciences. 

Over 130 staff members 
and students participated in 
the drive, led by NIO’s Direc¬ 
tor Sunil Kumar Singh and 
senior scientists Mahua Saha 
and Ralcesh Sharma. 


Requiem for a tree 



Youngsters singing songs at a 'memoriaL' to mark their protest over the cutting of a 30-year-oLd tree by the Aurangabad 
MunicipaL Corporation in Jyotinagar area on Monday, -yogesh londhe 


Bodies of 
woman, four 
daughters 
found in well 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

BULDHANA 

Bodies of a woman and her 
four daughters were found 
floating in a well in Buldha- 
na district on Monday, a 
police official said. 

The woman along with 
her children left their 
home at Malegaon village 
in Mehekar tehsil on Sun¬ 
day evening, saying they 
were going to their farm 
nearby, he said. 

When they did not re¬ 
turn home, family mem¬ 
bers and other villagers 
searched for them in the 
area. On Monday morning, 
the bodies of Ujjwala Ba- 
ban Dhoke (35) and her 
daughters Vaishnavi (9), 
Durga (7), Aarushi (4) and 
Pallavi (1) were found in a 
well near the village, the of¬ 
ficial said, adding that their 
slippers were also spotted 
near the water body. 

The bodies were later 
fished out and sent to a go¬ 
vernment hospital for post¬ 
mortem, Janefal police sta¬ 
tion in-charge Dilip 
Mataram said. 


FTII students protest lack of representation 
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The FiLm and TeLevision Institute of India in Pune has seen a 
number of protests by students in the recent past. ■ file photo 



4 crocodiles rescued in 
Vadodara, 76 this monsoon 


SHOU MOJIT BANERJEE 

PUNE 

Students of the Film and Te¬ 
levision Institute of India 
(FTII) on Monday staged a 
three-hour demonstration to 
protest the Governing Coun¬ 
cil’s move to remove heads of 
various departments from 
the Academic Council (AC), 
as well as the total lack of stu¬ 
dent representation in the 
council. 

The students also held a 
three-hour protest in the 
campus premises against the 
FTII administration with pla¬ 
cards proclaiming ‘give back 
our rights’, ‘remove fences, 
not HoDs’. 

However, no classes were 
disrupted due to Monday’s 
strike. “This protest is in soli¬ 
darity with HoDs who were 
ousted from Academic Coun¬ 
cil. They were our only chan¬ 



nel to raise our concerns as 
we had no representation in 
the AC,” said Aadhit Sathvin, 
president, FTII Students’ 
Association. 

According to Rajarshi Ma- 
jumdar, the general secretary 
of the FTII Students’ Associa¬ 
tion, the Governing Council’s 
decision to oust HoDs from 



the AC directly affected is¬ 
sues concerning students like 
course structures, faculty ap¬ 
pointments, decisions to 
award scholarships, fee hikes 
among others. 

“If HoDs are not permitted 
to raise the concerns of stu¬ 
dents, the FTII management 
could easily steam roll deci¬ 



sions not favourable to the 
student community,” Mr. Ma- 
jumdar said. 

Mr. Sathvin said that repre¬ 
sentatives of the students’ 
community would be meet¬ 
ing the chairman and other 
Academic Council members 
in Mumbai. 

“Bhupendra Kainthola, Di¬ 
rector FTII, will also be pre¬ 
sent and we are hoping for a 
resolution of this issue,” Mr. 
Sathvin told The Hindu. 

In 2015, the functioning of 
the institute had been para¬ 
lysed for four months with 
students agitating against the 
Information and Broadcast¬ 
ing (I & B) Ministry’s appoint¬ 
ment of Gajendra Chauhan, 
TV actor and BJP member, on 
grounds that he lacked requi¬ 
site “creative credentials” to 
helm a prestigious institute 
like the FTII. 



PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

VADODARA 

Four crocodiles were res¬ 
cued early on Monday from 
Vadodara and surrounding 
villages, taking the total 
number of these reptiles 
saved during this year’s 
monsoon to 76, a senior Guj¬ 
arat forest department offi¬ 
cial said. 

The four crocodiles were 
rescued from the campus of 
a hostel, a railway crossing 
and two villages, said Range 
Forest Officer Nidhi Dave. 
“The hostel for resident doc¬ 
tors of Sir Sayajirao General 
Hospital is near Vishwamitri 
river and the crocodile may 
have come from there. One 
was caught from the Kalali 
railway crossing, while two 
others were rescued from 




Youngsters rescue a 
crocodiLe which strayed from 
Vishwamitri river, -file photo 


Hansapura and Kapurai vil¬ 
lages,” Ms. Dave said. “It 
created panic among the re¬ 
sidents there. But teams of 
animal welfare NGOs and the 
forest department rescued 
them in an operation that 
lasted till 2a.m.,” said Arvind 
Pawar, a member of the res¬ 
cue team. 
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Smt.M.Komalavalli 


DEATH 


W/o Late Comrade 
M.R.Appan(TNGEA/AISGEF) 
Passed away on 23.09.2019 at 7.45 am 
Cremated at 2.00 PM, Chennai. 
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Jagan, KCR meet; discuss 
diversion of Godavari 


HYDERABAD 

Chief Minister of Telangana 
K. Chandrasekhar Rao and 
Chief Minister of Andhra 
Pradesh Y.S. Jagan Mohan 
Reddy met here to discuss 
the outstanding issues 
between the two States apart 
from the proposal for 
diversion of Godavari water 
to Rayalaseema through 
Srisailam Reservoir. 

Two Maoists killed in 
fresh encounter 

VISAKHAPATNAM 

The security forces 
comprising the Greyhounds, 
the Central Reserve Police 
Force and A.P. Special Police, 
reportedly gunned down two 
members of the banned outfit 
in another exchange of fire 
near Pemalagundi in 
Visakhapatnam on Monday. 
This is the second major 
exchange in the last 24 hours. 


SC to hear disqualified MLAs’ plea 

Former lawmakers of Karnataka seeks interim relief to contest bypoll on Oct. 21 


KRISH NADAS RAJAGOPAL 

NEW DELHI 

The Election Commission of 
India on Monday told the Su¬ 
preme Court that an As¬ 
sembly Speaker cannot de¬ 
prive disqualified Karnataka 
legislators from contesting 
bypolls even as the former 
MLAs urged the court to 
grant interim relief. 

Appearing before a Bench 
led by Justice N.V. Ramana, 
the former legislators, repre¬ 
sented by senior advocate 
Mukul Rohatgi, asked the 
court to either stay the notifi¬ 
cation issued on Saturday as 
regards byelections to 15 Kar¬ 
nataka Assembly constituen¬ 
cies or, in the alternative, 
give them permission to con¬ 
test the polls in October. 

Senior advocate Rakesh 
Dwivedi, for the EC, said 
there is “much to say” in the 
manner in which the former 
MLAs were disqualified from 
the House by former Karna¬ 
taka Assembly Speaker K.R. 



SC asked former Karnataka 
Speaker K.R. Ramesh Kumar 
to file a response. 


Ramesh Kumar on the 
charge of violating the anti¬ 
defection law. 

The Bench finally agreed 
to examine the plea made by 
the former Congress and Ja¬ 
nata Dal (Secular) legislators 
for interim relief. The bye¬ 
lections are due on October 
21. The last date for nomina¬ 
tions for the polls is Septem¬ 
ber 30. 

The former Speaker, re¬ 
presented by senior advo¬ 


cates Kapil Sibal and Deva- 
datt Kamat, objected to the 
plea for interim relief. Mr. Si¬ 
bal said any interim relief gi¬ 
ven now would become in- 
fructuous if the final verdict 
is in favour of the 
disqualification. 

The Bench, which issued 
notice to Mr. Kumar, asked 
him to file a response and 
subsequently argue on the 
question of grant of interim 
relief on Thursday. 

“Mr. Sibal, please limit 
your arguments to the ques¬ 
tion of interim relief only,” 
Justice Ramana observed. 

The former legislators, in¬ 
cluding Pratapgouda Patil 
and A.H. Vishwanath, had 
earlier approached the court 
jointly and separately 
against their disqualifica¬ 
tion. The petitions have 
urged the court to set aside 
the former Speaker’s deci¬ 
sion to disqualify them from 
the Karnataka Legislative 
Assembly. 


MLAs see 
hope in EC’s 
submission 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 

The oral submission of 
Election Commission of In¬ 
dia in the Supreme Court 
that the Speaker cannot 
deprive disqualified Karna¬ 
taka legislators the right to 
contest has given hope for 
the rebel legislators to con¬ 
test in the bypolls sche¬ 
duled on October 21. 

Meanwhile, the BJP has 
made it clear to the dis¬ 
qualified MLAs that it 
would field them in the by¬ 
polls, if they get a favoura¬ 
ble verdict. Even if the ver¬ 
dict goes against them, 
then any person suggested 
by them would be fielded 
in their constituencies, 
party sources said. 


Screening of documentary 
cancelled over threats 


Polavaram reverse tendering 
a big success, says A.P. govt. 



The Andhra Pradesh government has awarded the Polavaram 
contract to Megha Engineering and Infrastructure Limited. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

The screening of a Malaya- 
lam documentary on a tea 
shop owner’s novel protest 
against demonetisation, 
scheduled to take place at 
the Kerala Club in Delhi on 
Monday, was cancelled over 
alleged threats from right 
wing activists. 

Sanu Kummil’s documen¬ 
tary Oru Chaayalckadakka- 
rante Mann lei Baat chroni¬ 
cles the life story of 
75-year-old Yahiya, who 
shaved half his head in prot¬ 
est against demonetisation 
and burned the money he 
failed to exchange. 

“Last night, I got a call 
from the venue coordina¬ 
tors saying that there could 


be issues with the screening 
of the film. This afternoon, 
they told me that they got 
calls from leaders associat¬ 
ed with the Sangh Parivar, 
asking them to cancel the 
screening. So, we have can¬ 
celled it,” said Mr. Sanu. 

The documentary begins 
from Yahiya’s early years of 
struggle in a family of 13, to 
18 years of working under 
abject conditions in Saudi 
Arabia and his later life as a 
tea seller in Kadakkal in Ker¬ 
ala. During demonetisation, 
he tried to exchange his sav¬ 
ings, ^23,000, but failed. La¬ 
ter, his blood sugar level 
dropped and he collapsed. 
After he was discharged 
from hospital, he burned all 
the demonetised cash. 


It claims to have 
saved T628 crore 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

VIJAYAWADA 

The YSR Congress Party go¬ 
vernment has claimed a big 
success of its reverse tender¬ 
ing and a saving of Z628 
crore to the exchequer in the 
Polavaram Project works. 
Megha Engineering and In¬ 
frastructure Limited (MEIL) 
has bagged these works qu¬ 
oting an amount that was 
12.6% less than the base 
price fixed by the Andhra 
Pradesh government. 

MEIL was the only com¬ 
pany to make a bid for 
^4,359.12 crore for comple¬ 


tion of the unfinished works. 

This works out to a saving 
of ^628.43 crore, that is, 
12.6% lesser than the ECV 
(estimated contract value as 
per detailed estimate) IBM 
(internal bench mark) value 
of ^4,987.55 crore fixed by 


the A.P. government. 

MEIL, which has con¬ 
structed the Pattiseema Lift 
Irrigation Scheme, has 
bagged the contract for com¬ 
pletion of Polavaram pro¬ 
ject, including headworks 
and the Hydro Power Plant. 


Kerala to 
patent temple 
prasadams to 
check fakes 



Workers demolishing the unauthorised constructions on the 
Krishna river bed at Undavalli in A.P. on Monday, -v. raju 


Demolition begins on 
Krishna floodplains 

Notices sent months ago: CRDA official 


STAFF REPORTER 

VIJAYAWADA 

Three months after the de¬ 
molition of ‘Praja Vedika,’ 
an unauthorised structure 
built by the TDP govern¬ 
ment, the Andhra Pradesh 
Capital Region Develop¬ 
ment Authority initiated ac¬ 
tion on Monday against un¬ 
authorised private 

properties built in the Krish¬ 
na River’s floodplain area, at 
Undavalli village of Guntur 
district. 

The drive began with the 
demolition of the RCC ramp 
constructed on agriculture 
land owned by Paturu Ko- 
teswara Rao. At least 10 
metres of the ramp, sup¬ 
ported by pillars, was jut¬ 
ting into the river, an official 
said. There is also a room 
with RCC roof adjoining the 
ramp. 

Workers engaged by the 
CRDA wore life jackets while 
demolishing the structure 
piece by piece with sledge¬ 
hammers. “We issued notic¬ 
es months ago,” CRDA zonal 
assistant director T. Naren- 
dranath Reddy told The Hin¬ 
du. “The owners respond¬ 
ed, but couldn’t provide a 
valid reason for construct¬ 
ing the ramp. The case was 
then disposed of, and on Sa¬ 
turday we gave the speaking 
order. 

“The construction has no 


permission and there were 
no dwellers on the property. 
We have initiated the demo¬ 
lition in accordance with the 
instructions given by the 
higher authorities,” Mr. Red¬ 
dy said. 

The property is close to 
Aqua Devils Welfare Asso¬ 
ciation Club and Tulasi Gar¬ 
dens on the Karakatta road 
and not too far from the 
temporary residence of TDP 
national president N. Chan- 
drababu Naidu. Mr. Reddy 
said provisional notices had 
been issued to owners of 1 
29 unauthorised structures. 

Five cases in HC 

According to CRDA, confir¬ 
mation orders had been is¬ 
sued along with speaking or¬ 
ders for five buildings till 
date as it found no merit in 
the grounds mentioned by 
the owners. The CRDA is ex¬ 
amining the explanation 
submitted by the remaining 
owners and five of the cases 
are before the High Court. 

Former Chief Minister 
and TDP national president 
N. Chandrababu Naidu is re¬ 
siding temporarily in one of 
the structures owned by in¬ 
dustrialist Lingamaneni Ra¬ 
mesh. On September 20, a 
fresh notice was served on 
Mr. Ramesh asking him to 
remove the structure within 
a week. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

In good news for devotees 
worried about fakes of 
iconic temple prasadams, 
including ‘Sabarimala ara- 
vana’, the Travancore De- 
vaswom Board, Kerala’s 
apex temple body, is gear¬ 
ing up to obtain patent for 
the offerings at famous 
shrines managed by it. 

The TDB is planning to 
obtain patent for the un¬ 
ique and sought-after pra¬ 
sadams like ‘Ambalapuzha 
palpayasam’ and ‘Kottarak- 
lcara unniyappam’and ‘ara- 
vana’, offered at the fa¬ 
mous shrines managed by 
it. Obtaining the patent 
would bar others from 
naming or selling the pra¬ 
sadams under the same 
name. 

If things go as per plan, 
‘aravana’, the jaggery dess¬ 
ert offered at the Sabarima¬ 
la Lord Ayyappa Temple, 
‘unniyappam’, the sweet 
ball prepared at Kottarak- 
lcara Ganapathy Temple 
and ‘palpayasam’ and milk 
porridge at Ambalappuzha 
Sree Krishna shrine will get 
patent rights under the Ge¬ 
ographical Indications of 
Goods (Registration and 
Protection) Act. 

All these prasadams are 
known for their unique 
taste and preparation. 

A top TDB official said 
the move was to check the 
sale of counterfeit versions 
by hawkers. 

“Several instances of the 
sale of fake products under 
the pretext of famous tem¬ 
ple prasadams have come 
to our notice. 

“We have taken legal 
steps against those behind 
the cheating. In view of 
that, we have taken the de¬ 
cision to apply to get pa¬ 
tent for our unique prasa¬ 
dams,” TDB president A. 
Padmakumar said. 


Playing with lives 


Yembanad model to track CRZ violations 



Utter neglect: Tourists entering the sea, ignoring the signboard which cautions them against swimming, in Visakhapatnam on 
Monday, -k.r. deepak 



A view of Jain Housing, one of the apartments built violating 
the CRZ norms in Maradu municipality, -file photo 


NCESS team used 
digital images to 
map changes 

K.S. S UDHI 

KOCHI 

The Vembanad model of 
identifying changes in the 
coastal belt could be emulat¬ 
ed to track illegal structures 
along the Kerala coast. 

It was while considering 
an affidavit by Chief Secre¬ 
tary Tom Jose on Monday 
that the Supreme Court oral¬ 
ly hinted at the need to con¬ 
duct a survey of the Kerala 
coast to identify the number 
of illegal buildings. 

It took just a fortnight for 
geoscientists in 2013 to iden¬ 
tify the major changes in the 
100 metre Coastal Regula¬ 
tion Zone (CRZ), which 
could be probable CRZ viola¬ 
tions, along the banks of 
Vembanad covering Kochi, 
Kottayam, and Alapuzha dis¬ 
tricts, said K.V. Thomas, 
former head of the Coastal 
Process Group of the Nation¬ 


al Centre for Earth Science 
Studies (NCESS), Thiruva- 
nanthapuram, who led the 
programme. 

The Vembanad model 
could be tried out along the 
entire Kerala coast, he said. 

The changes and modifi¬ 
cations on land due to recla¬ 
mations, filling of filtration 
ponds, clearance of man¬ 
groves, and construction of 
buildings between 2003 and 
2011 in the stretch north of 
the Thanneermukkom bund 
and south of Periyar south of 
Kodungallur were assessed 


using satellite images down¬ 
loaded from Google and 
World View images. 

The assessment, which 
was initiated after an order 
from the Supreme Court in 
2013, succeeded in identify¬ 
ing nearly 5,000 suspected 
violations, he said. 

The changes were listed as 
new buildings in the CRZ, re¬ 
clamations with new build¬ 
ings in CRZ, reclamations 
with no new building in CRZ, 
and structures other than re¬ 
clamations and buildings, 
namely boat jetties and 


bridges, in the CRZ area. The 
data thus generated was 
shared with all local bodies 
along the banks of the lake. 

Details like the year in 
which the changes/modifica¬ 
tion were initiated and lati¬ 
tude and longitude of the lo¬ 
cations were also provided. 
A detailed list of changes in 
the CRZ area of the Kochi 
Corporation and the Maradu 
municipality were provided 
in a tabular form. 

The local bodies were re¬ 
quired to do the field verifi¬ 
cation to ascertain whether 
the modifications were in 
violation of the CRZ, ex¬ 
plained Dr. Thomas. 

Though the data, which 
was then called ‘land use 
modifications’, were handed 
over to all local bodies, in¬ 
cluding Maradu municipali¬ 
ty and Kochi Corporation, 
the purpose of the pro¬ 
gramme was defeated by not 
physically verifying it, said 
K.K. Ramachandran, former 
member Secretary of the 
Kerala Coastal Zone Manage¬ 
ment Authority. 


Survey of dragonflies hints at impact of floods 


Giant earthworm found at 
the foot of Western Ghats 

Measuring 3 ft 5 cm, it was discovered by farmworkers 



The giant earthworm found in Dakshina Kannada is preserved 
in the Mangalore University. ■ raviprasad kamila 


Alarming fall 
in odonate 
population 
in Kerala 

ABDU L LATHEEF NAHA 

PALAKICAD 

A survey of dragonflies and 
damselflies held in the Silent 
Valley National Park (SVNP) 
has discovered eight new 
species, but reported an 
alarming decrease in the od¬ 
onate population, raising 
concerns over the ecological 
impact of the successive 
floods in the State. 

The three-day survey, con¬ 
ducted last week jointly by 
the Silent Valley National 
Park and the Society for Od¬ 
onate Studies, showed that 
several dragonfly species, in¬ 
cluding the Global Wanderer 
(Pantala flavescens), were 
missing from the national 




park. V. Balachandran, se¬ 
cretary of the Indian Dra¬ 
gonfly Society, said that the 
aberrant rain pattern and 
the successive floods in the 
State could have decimated 
the population of dragonflies 
and damselflies in the SVNP. 

“Odonates spend much of 
their lifetime as eggs and lar¬ 
vae under water. The floods 
could have washed them off. 
We need to conduct more 
studies in other parts of the 






Scalloped Spreadwing 

State to get a clearer pic¬ 
ture,” said Mr. Balachan¬ 
dran. 

However, eight new odo¬ 
nate species were found in 
the survey held in 11 camps 
across the buffer and core 
areas of the national park. 

“Our study teams came up 
with 75 species of dragonflies 
and damselflies, taking the 
total number of odonate spe¬ 
cies in the Silent Valley to 
91,” said Silent Valley Wildlife 



Warden Samuel Vanlalnghe- 
ta Pachuau. 

The new species found in 
the survey includes the Hem- 
icordulia asiatica (Asian Em¬ 
erald), which was reported 
from the Periyar Tiger Re¬ 
serve in 2017. This rare dra¬ 
gonfly had gone unreported 
for over 80 years, and this 
was its second sighting from 
any protected forest in the 
State. 

Macrogomphus wynadic- 
cus (Wayanad Bowtail), Ony- 
chogomphus nilgiriensis 
(Nilgiri Clawtail), Epithemis 
mariae (Rubytailed Haw- 
klet), Palpopleura sexmacu- 
lata (Blue-Tailed Yellow 
Skimmer) and Neurothemis 
intermedia (Paddy Field Pa¬ 
rasol) were the other inter¬ 
esting finds among dragon¬ 
flies. 

Agrocnemis splendidissi- 
ma (Splendid Dartlet), Lestes 
dorothea (Scalloped 



Spreadwing), Onychargia 
atrocyana (Black Marsh 
Dart), Phylloneura wester- 
mani (Myristica Bamboo- 
tail), Euphea disper (Nilgiri 
Torrent Dart) and Protostica 
gravely (Pied Reedtail) were 
some of the decorated find¬ 
ings among damselflies. 

Biological indicators 

Mr. Pachuau said odonates 
were great biological indica¬ 
tors and studies on them 
would provide crucial infor¬ 
mation on the health of aq¬ 
uatic habitats and variations 
occurring in the climate. Od¬ 
onates are good pest con¬ 
trollers, too. 

“Regular monitoring over 
a long period will help us as¬ 
sess the changes in our natu¬ 
ral landscape. The Silent Val¬ 
ley National Park aspires to 
be the front runner in such 
initiatives,” said Mr. Pa¬ 
chuau. 



RAVIP RASAD KAMILA 

MANGALURU 

Farmworkers in the land be¬ 
longing to Gopalakrishna 
Katta in Kollamogaru village, 
near Kuklce Subrahmanya in 
Karnataka, were taken 
aback when they saw a 
“snake-like creature” while 
removing soil for roadwork 
in January. Assuming it was a 
snake, they rushed to the 
landowner’s house to in¬ 
form him. 

But little did the workers 
realise that they had found a 
giant earthworm, measuring 
3 feet and 5 cm, which has 
not been reported in the 
Western Ghats and the coas¬ 
tal belt of Karnataka so far. It 
was the landowner’s son, 
Nishant Katta, a postgrad¬ 


uate in Applied Zoology, 
who told them that it was 
not a snake but an 
earthworm. 

Surprised and excited, 
Mr. Katta called up K.S. Sree- 
pada, professor of Applied 
Zoology, Mangalore Univer¬ 
sity, and Vivek Hasyagar, a 
research scholar in the same 


department, for further stu¬ 
dies. Both are members of a 
research team on earth¬ 
worms at the university. 
Now, the earthworm has 
been preserved in chemical 
solutions at the laboratory of 
the department at the Man- 
galagangotri campus of the 
university. 


• • • 
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ED moves application 
against Zakir Naik 

MUMBAI 

The Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) moved an application 
before the special Prevention 
of Money Laundering Act 
court on Monday to declare 
the controversial 
televangelist Zakir Naik a 
Fugitive Economic Offender 
under the new law. 

Dutee Chand ready 
for political run 

BHUBANESWAR 

India's fastest sprinter, Dutee 
Chand, who hails from the 
Jajpur district of Odisha, has 
announced that she is keen to 
join politics. "I have always 
wanted to join politics since 
childhood. My family has also 
been involved in grassroots 
politics," she tweeted on 
Monday. 

Petrol, diesel prices 
increased again 

NEW DELHI 

Petrol and diesel prices were 
hiked on Monday by ?0.29 
and ?0.19 a litre respectively, 
the seventh significant 
increase following drone 
attacks on Saudi Arabia's oil 
processing facilities on 
September 14. Petrol will now 
cost ?73.91 and diesel ?66.93 
per litre in Delhi. 

Bank unions defer 
proposed 2-day strike 

NEW DELHI 

Officers’ unions of public 
sector banks have deferred 
the proposed two-day strike 
following an assurance from 
Finance Secretary Rajiv Kumar 
to look into their concerns. 
Unions had threatened to go 
on strike from September 26 
to protest the consolidation 
of 10 State-run lenders, pti 

Govt, asks States to link 
emission data with Vahan 

NEW DELHI 

The Centre on Monday asked 
all States to ensure the 
linking of emission test data 
of vehicles with the Vahan 
database. The central 
depository called Vahan has 
been set up by the 
government to store data 
relating to all vehicles, pti 


High drama as ABVP attempts 
to storm Jadavpur University 


Police prevent 
clash with Left 
supporters 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

KOLICATA 

A confrontation was averted 
at Kolkata’s Jadavpur Univer¬ 
sity on Monday as police pre¬ 
vented supporters of the Ak- 
hil Bharatiya Vidyarthi 
Parishad (ABVP) and stu¬ 
dents’ wings of the Left par¬ 
ties from coming face to 
face. 

ABVP supporters took out 
a procession in protest 
against the incident on Sep¬ 
tember 19 when Union Mi¬ 
nister for State Babul Supri- 
yo was heckled at the 
University. 

The procession of a few 
hundred ABVP members 
started from Golpark in 
south Kolkata but was 
stopped at Jodhpur Park 
near the University campus. 

Police personnel who 
were deployed in large num¬ 
bers since the morning had 
put up barricades and pre¬ 
vented the ABVP members 



Protest march: Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad activists attempting to break a police cordon 
during their march towards Jadavpur University in Kolkata on Monday, -pti 


to march further. 

A commotion ensued for 
some time as ABVP suppor¬ 
ters sat on the street. They 
also indulged in stone pelt¬ 
ing and tried to breach the 
barricades using force. 

Protest inside campus 

Inside the campus too, stu¬ 
dents had gathered in large 
numbers. They carried anti- 
BJP posters and wore black. 

A few teachers of the un¬ 
iversity were also seen form¬ 
ing a human chain outside 


gate no. 4 of the University. 

‘Use of force’ 

Meanwhile, Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee broke her 
silence on the incident and 
accused the BJP of forcible 
entry into the University. 
“You are all witnessing what 
is happening at Jadavpur Un¬ 
iversity. They are using force 
everywhere,” the Chief Mi¬ 
nister said while participat¬ 
ing in an event in Kolkata. 

The State government-run 
University had on Septem¬ 


ber 19 witnessed a violent 
standoff between a section 
of students and Union Minis¬ 
ter Babul Supriyo that conti¬ 
nued for five hours and had 
ended at the intervention of 
Governor Jagdeep Dhankar. 

In a related development, 
fashion designer-turned-BJP 
member Agnimitra Paul met 
the Governor on Monday 
and also lodged a police 
complaint against a student 
for making “objectionable” 
statements against her on so¬ 
cial media. 


Justice Bhat who put CJI 
under RTI is now SC judge 

He had declared Chief Justice of India as a public authority 


KRISH NADAS RAJAGOPAL 

NEW DELHI 

Among the four sworn in as 
Supreme Court judges by 
Chief Justice of India Ranjan 
Gogoi on Monday is Justice 
S. Ravindra Bhat, who, ex¬ 
actly 10 years ago as a Delhi 
High Court judge, dismissed 
a Supreme Court appeal and 
declared the Office of the 
Chief Justice of India subser¬ 
vient to the Right to Informa¬ 
tion regime. 

Justice Bhat, along with 
Justices V. Ramasubrama- 
nian, Krishna Murari and 
Hrishikesh Roy are the first 
to be sworn in after the judi¬ 
cial strength of the Supreme 
Court was increased from 31 
to 34. 

‘Public authority’ 

But for Justice Bhat being 
part of history is nothing 
new. In September 2009, as 
a Single Judge Bench, he de¬ 
clared the Chief Justice of In¬ 
dia a “public authority” un¬ 
der the Right to Information 
(RTI) Act. 


Talwar, others named 
in CBI charge sheet 

Agency invokes IPC, Corruption Act 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The CBI has filed a charge 
sheet against corporate lob¬ 
byist Deepak Talwar and 
others in an aviation scam 
case. 

Among those named as 
accused in the charge sheet 
are Yasmin Kapoor, Maya B. 
Puri, Stone Travel Private Li¬ 
mited, Cedar Travels, Dee¬ 
pak Talwar & Associates and 
Asia Field Limited. 

The agency has invoked 
provisions of the Indian Pe¬ 
nal Code and the Prevention 
of Corruption Act against 
the accused persons. “Mr. 



Deepak Talwar 

Talwar allegedly conspired 
with his aides to facilitate bi¬ 
lateral agreements in favour 
of foreign airlines for enhan¬ 
cement of seat entitlements 
and points of call which 
caused loss to national car¬ 
riers,” a CBI official said. 


‘6 died in Bengal due to NRC fear’ 

Mamata Banerjee rules out any such exercise in the State 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

KOLICATA 

Raking up the issue of Na¬ 
tional Register of Citizens 
(NRC), West Bengal Chief Mi¬ 
nister Mamata Banerjee on 
Monday accused the Bharati¬ 
ya Janata Party (BJP) and a 
section of media for creating 
tension and claimed that six 
persons had died in the State 
due to fear of NRC. 

“I am extremely sad that 
in Bengal six persons have 
died due to fear of NRC,” Ms. 
Banerjee said, addressing a 
gathering of members of the 
trade union wing of Trina- 
mool Congress. 

The Chief Minister said 
that what the BJP leaders 
were saying was part of their 


.jjm- 

0 \ 



Mamata Banerjee 

political agenda but the me¬ 
dia “keeps doing shows after 
shows on that one thing to 
heighten tensions among 
the masses”. 

“And this has caused six 
people to die. I have already 
requested the media that we 


should not indulge in any 
provocation,” she said. 

The Chief Minister asked 
the people to have faith in 
her and categorically ruled 
out any exercise of NRC in 
Bengal. “NRC will take place 
neither in Bengal nor in any 
other part of the country,” 
she said, urging people to 
update their names in the 
voters’ list. Earlier this 
month, a resolution was 
passed in the State Assembly 
against the NRC and the 
Chief Minister had taken to 
the streets on the issue. 

Ms. Banerjee had also 
raised the issue of NRC dur¬ 
ing her meeting with Home 
Minister Amit Shah in New 
Delhi. 


WEATHER WATCH 

RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY 
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TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/lMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS) 

Forecast for Tuesday: Heavy to very heavy rain likely at isolated 
places over Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Uttar Pradesh, Ra¬ 
jasthan, Chhattisgarh, West Bengal, Assam, Meghalaya, Maha¬ 
rashtra, Goa, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and Karnataka 


CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

Agartala. 


..32.6.. 

..24.6 

Kozhikode. 


..33.3.. 

..26.2 

Ahmedabad.... 

.... 1 . 0 .. 

..34.0.. 

..25.9 

Kurnool. 


..33.2.. 

..25.7 

Aizawl. 

.. 22.0.. 

..28.3.. 

..20.5 

Lucknow. 

.... 9.6.. 

..28.4.. 

..24.0 

Allahabad. 

.... 0.6.. 

..32.1.. 

..26.4 

Madurai. 

.... 8.3.. 

..35.7.. 

..24.2 

Bengaluru. 

.... O.2.. 

..28.7.. 

..20.6 

Mangaluru. 


..31.4.. 

..24.8 

Bhopal. 

.... 8.0.. 

..31.8.. 

..22.6 

Mumbai. 


..32.4.. 

..25.6 

Bhubaneswar.. 

.. 37.0.. 

..31.7.. 

..25.0 

Mysuru. 


..31.2.. 

..21.5 

Chandigarh .... 


..33.8.. 

..23.6 

New Delhi. 


..32.5.. 

..24.0 

Chennai. 

.. 11.8.. 

..33.4.. 

..25.7 

Patna . 

.. 19.2.. 

..33.6.. 

..25.2 

Coimbatore.... 

.... 1.2.. 

..33.6.. 

..24.0 

Port Blair. 

.... 6.0.. 

..28.6.. 

..24.2 

Dehradun. 

.... 0.8.. 

..32.3.. 

..21.0 

Puducherry. 


..32.8.. 

..23.4 

Gangtok. 

....4.8.. 

..19.3.. 

..16.0 

Pune. 


..31.3.. 

..20.0 

Goa. 

.... O.2.. 

..31.5.. 

..23.8 

Raipur. 


..33.6.. 

..26.2 

Guwahati. 

.... 6.4.. 

..31.4.. 

..24.8 

Ranchi. 

.... 0.2.. 

..31.0.. 

..23.0 

Hubballi. 


..29.0.. 

..21.0 

Shillong. 

.... 7.6.. 

..24.9.. 

..15.9 

Hyderabad. 

.... 0 . 2 .. 

..32.6.. 

..23.2 

Shimla. 

.. 26.4.. 

..23.4.. 

..12.7 

Imphal . 

.. 15.0.. 

..27.3.. 

..20.1 

Srinagar . 


..30.9.. 

..14.6 

Jaipur . 


..32.7.. 

..22.5 

Thiruvananthapuram.. 


..32.1.. 

..24.7 

Kochi . 

.... 3.0.. 

..31.6.. 

..25.2 

Tiruchi . 

. 

..35.7.. 

..25.0 

Kohima . 

.. 47.0.. 

..26.0.. 

..17.6 

Vijayawada . 


..33.3.. 

..26.0 

Kolkata . 

.... 1.2.. 

..31.6.. 

..26.9 

Visakhapatnam . 

.... 0.6. . 

..33.7.. 

..27.0 


(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius) 

Pollutants in the air you are breathing 


SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE 


Ahmedabad.... 

. 102 

130 

170 

...90 

...96 

Bengaluru. 

. .02 

.57 

.93 

...41 

...54 

Chennai. 

. .08 

.13 

.35 

.175 

. - 

Delhi. 

. .15 

.47 

.46 

. 184 

.174 

Hyderabad. 

. .13 

.42 

.27 

...55 

...64 

Kolkata. 

. .03 

.37 

.53 

...27 

...38 

Lucknow. 

. .05 

.31 

.43 

...75 


Mumbai. 

. .08 

.22 

.81 

...45 


Pune. 

. .85 

.08 

.66 

...44 

...44 


...20 


Yesterday 


In observation made at 
6.00 p.m., Chandrapur, 
Maharashtra recorded an 
overall air quality index 
(AQI) score of 187 
indicating an unhealthy 
level of pollution. In 
contrast, Narnaul, Haryana 
recorded a healthy AQI 
score of 18 


Visakhapatnam ...- .19 .23 

Air Quality Code: ■ Poor ■ Moderate ■ Good (Readings indicate average AQI) 
SO 2 : Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, 
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air 
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues 
and monuments. 

NO 2 : Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by 
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters. 

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to 
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause 
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death. 

PM2.5 & PMIO: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, 
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced 
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature 
death in people with heart or Lung disease 


‘J&K situation not normal, but peaceful’ 

Police chief says youth are being picked up, counselled and handed back to families 


VIJAI TA SINGH 

SRINAGAR 

Director-General of Police, 
Jammu and Kashmir, Dilbag 
Singh has said there has been 
3,000 cases of young men 
being picked up and released 
subsequently in the Kashmir 
Valley since August 5. 

In an interview to The 
Hindu , Mr. Singh said the 
police’s intention was not to 
cause any harm to the youth 
in the long term and preven¬ 
tive detentions were a tem¬ 
porary kind of arrangement 
for the maintenance of law 
and order. 

He said “the situation was 
not normal but peaceful” as 
there were no restrictions in 
place anywhere in the State. 
“People were cooperative as 
they had understood that 
violence doesn’t pay.” 

The DGP said there was no 
definite timeframe for the re¬ 
lease of political leaders or 



DGP Dilbag Singh 

restoration of mobile phone 
and Internet services in the 
Valley. 

“Detentions are a dynamic 
process. There are certain 
areas where youth come and 
throw stones. Our purpose is 
to not cause any harm to 
them... they are subsequent¬ 
ly counselled and handed 
back to their families,” Mr. 
Singh said. 

He said some 200 people 


were retained in jails as they 
were repeat offenders and 
multiple cases were regis¬ 
tered against them. 

“There are cases where an 
entire village would come 
and give assurance for a boy. 
A small kid cannot under¬ 
stand the consequences of 
his acts. But there are repeat 
offenders, you counsel them 
but they do not correct them¬ 
selves. We cannot allow peo¬ 
ple to commit crime... but 
now even that number is go¬ 
ing down. More and more pe¬ 
ople are released. Very few 
are in detention,” he said. Mr. 
Singh said the police and se¬ 
curity forces were exercising 
restraint and “pellet guns 
were used in almost zero 
cases”. 

“Earlier pellet gun injuries 
used to be in hundreds. This 
time only two such incidents 
have been reported. Look at 
the kind of pressure we are 


working under... as many as 
90 security force personnel 
have been injured, some got 
stitches, a few have fractured 
limbs ... but we are using mi¬ 
nimum force,” he said. 

He said the number of pe¬ 
ople lodged in jails outside 
the State was not more than 
200 and they were shifted 
due to acute pressure and 
lack of space in jails here. 
Those arrested also include 
Jammu and Kashmir High 
Court Bar Association presi¬ 
dent Mian Qayoom. 

Regarding Mr. Qayoom’s 
arrest, the DGP said, “The 
Bar president is very well 
known for his past records 
resulting in certain activities 
that are prejudicial to main¬ 
tenance of peace and order- 
...They aligned with the Hur- 
riyat in the past and 
participated in activities not 
very conducive to mainte¬ 
nance of peace and order.” 


Man lynched, 
2 injured in 
Jharkhand 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

KHUNTI 

A differently-abled man 
was killed and two others 
seriously injured after they 
were allegedly beaten up 
by a mob over suspicion of 
slaughtering a cow in Jhark¬ 
hand’s Khunti district, pol¬ 
ice said on Monday. 

The incident happened 
after local residents alleg¬ 
edly spotted Kalantus Bar- 
la, Fagu Kacchap and Phil¬ 
lip Horo with the carcass of 
a cow near a river at Jaltan- 
ga village on Sunday, and 
assaulted them, a police of¬ 
ficer said. 

An FIR has been filed 
against four persons, an of¬ 
ficial release said. 


4KI 


HRH ci4»Hlcl/INDIA GOVERNMENT MINT 

HKd Hld^fh TJsHR cT2TT ^sTT f^FlW Pl J IH telpHc^ 

A UNIT OF SECURITY PRINTING & MINTING CORPORATION OF INDIA LIMITED 
fh4kc-1 I /A MINIRATNA CATEGORY-I CPSE 

HKd 'HVcfrK 'MlRlctlltfH /wholly owned by Govt, of India 

(AN ISO 9001:2015 COMPANY) CIN: U22213DL2006GOI144763 / GSTIN: 36AAJCS6111J2Z8 


3ll4^ II, ^XefFTecft, tft. 10, QcH 0TT.3TT), - 500 051, cTePTFTT, 'HTYcT 

^TTW /Tel No.: 040-27268300, ^crt/F ax: 040-27262951 
/Website: http//: igmhyderabad.spmcil.com, ^AcT /e-mail:igm.hyderabad@spmcil.com 
IDA PHASE II, CHERLAPALLY, PB.No.10, H.C.L. (RO) Hyderabad-500051. Telangana, INDIA 


Non-Coinage Activities 


PRODUCTS 


SERVICES 


• Un-Circulated Coins 

• Custom Made Medals 

• Medalions, Tokens/Dollars 


• Silver and Gold Melting 

• Silver and Gold Refining 

• Purity Certification of Silver and Gold. 
Process Loss 1% - 2% 


India Government Mint, a Unit of SPMCIL Producers of 
security products to the Government of India. 

India Government Mint, Hyderabad, now, would like to 
extend the customer base extensively, for their existing 
products and services with very low process losses and 
tariffs. 

At present IG Mint is melting and refining the Gold and 
Silver of Tirumala Tirupati Devastanam and other 
prestigious temples and Medals for various Universities. 


Only destination for assured Purity, Quality and Security 




Rejecting an appeal, the 
first of its kind, by the Cen¬ 
tral Public Information Offic¬ 
er of the Supreme Court, he 
held the CJI’s office has a du¬ 
ty to disclose the details of 
personal assets of other 
apex court judges. 

“All power - judicial pow¬ 
er being no exception - is 
held accountable in a mod¬ 
ern Constitution. Holders of 
power too are expected to 
live by the standards they 
set, interpret, or enforce, at 
least to the extent their of¬ 
fice demands,” Justice Bhat 
had told the Supreme Court 


in his 72-page judgment of 
2009. 

The judgment said there 
was “no clue” that the RTI 
Act exempted the CJI from 
its ambit. In fact, it does not 
even spare the President of 
India. Besides, Justice Bhat 
wrote that a “judge’s inde¬ 
pendence, paradoxically im¬ 
poses duties on him.” 

The judgment said that a 
judge whose decisions could 
impact peoples’ lives, pro¬ 
perty, liberties, individual 
freedoms as well as interpret 
duties and limitations 
placed upon state and non¬ 
state agencies has an obliga¬ 
tion to disclose his or her 
personal assets to someone 
or an authority. 

The ruling was on an RTI 
request made by activist 
Subhash Chandra Agarwal 
in the Supreme Court for the 
complete correspondence 
between the Collegium and 
the government on the ap¬ 
pointments of Justices H.L. 
Dattu, A.K. Ganguly and 
R.M. Lodha. 


60% PM-JAY fund 
used in tertiary care 

Treatment worth 77,500 crore given 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan 
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana 
(PM-JAY) which completed 
an year on Monday has re¬ 
corded 46.4 lakh hospital 
treatments worth ?7,500 
crore with 60% of the 
amount being spent on terti¬ 
ary care. 

10 crore cards 

According to figures re¬ 
leased by PM-JAY, this has 
resulted in saving of over 
H2,000 crore to the benefi¬ 
ciary families. Currently, 32 
States and Union Territories 
are implementing the 
scheme and more than 10 
crore beneficiary cards have 
been issued. 

Indu Bhushan, CEO, PM- 
JAY, said the aim of the 
scheme was high cost 
should not deter any person 
or family to avoid treat¬ 
ment. “Our focus is to en¬ 


sure that more and more 
vulnerable Indians are be¬ 
ing made aware of their en¬ 
titlements, so that they can 
avail of the hospitalisation 
benefits,” he said. 

PM-JAY aims to ensure 
improved healthcare deliv¬ 
ery, through a combination 
of government hospitals 
and strategic purchasing of 
services from private hospi¬ 
tals, in health care deficit 
areas, he added. 

PM-JAY is the flagship 
scheme of the government 
with an aim to bring quality 
healthcare to around 50 
crore poor and vulnerable 
Indians. The scheme gives 
annual healthcare benefits 
of up to ^5 lakh for every en¬ 
titled family. 

“We have many private 
hospitals empanelled under 
PM-JAY. We are working on 
getting the top corporate 
hospitals on board,” Dr. 
Bhushan said. 



CQFD 


CENTRE FOR DNA FINGERPRINTING AND DIAGNOSTICS 

*1 pL fATS An autonomous Institute of the Department of 
1 w p ^technology Ministry of Science & Technology, Govt. 

■ ™ af India) Inner Ring Road, Uppal, Hyderabad - 500 

039, Telangana, India, Ph: +91-40-2721 6000, Fax: 
+91-40-2721 6006, Website: http://www.cdfd.org.in 


nfl tHJUULTMJ. 


ADVERTISEMENT NO. 01/2019 

The Centre for DNA Fingerprinting and Diagnostics (CDFD), 
Hyderabad is a premier autonomous R & D Institute under the 
Societies Act funded by the Department of Biotechnology, Ministry of 
Science and Technology, Government of India. CDFD wishes to fill 
up the under mentioned Scientific Cadre (Core) vacancy on Direct 
Recruitment basis. 

SCIENTIST-II (VETERINARIAN) (1 Post, UR) 

Basic Pay ^ 56,100/- in the revised pay scale of Pay Matrix Level -10 
(Pre-revised Pay Scale of ^ 15600-39100 Plus GP ? 5400/- in PB-3) 
plus Non-Practising Allowance (NPA) (20% of Basic Pay) 

The Application Form alongwith detailed terms & conditions 
governing this advertisement may be downloaded from 
the CDFD website http://www.cdfd.org.in. Please refer to 
Employment News dated 21.09.2019 for further details. The last 
date for receiving filled in applications is on 21.10.2019 by 
6.00 PM. Sd , 

l/c-Administration 
CDFD 


ISO 9001:2015 

Expression of Interest for 


NSIC-MSME Aggregation Services 


The National Small Industries Corporation Limited (NSIC), invites online Expression 
of Interest for Aggregation for the following products/servcices to facilitate the 
MSMEs, as commercial services: 

• Reputed Indian manufacturers of machines/equipments including Defence items 

• Authorised Indian Dealers of Imported machines/equipments 

• Information Communication & Technology (ICT) enabled Digital Services 
(Software, App/Cloud/Digital lnfrastructure/B2B/B2C/e-Com service providers) 

• Computer Hardware and Peripheral Manufacturers/Authorised Indian Dealers for 
Imported Items 

• Fin-Tech companies/NBFCs/Micro Financing Institutions (MFIs) 

• Transportation and Logistics service providers 

• Agro Business Entities/Agencies 

• Solar & Renewable Energy Equipment Suppliers 

• Raw Material Suppliers 

• Communication Agencies and Media Solution Providers 

• Providers of any other product/services required by MSMEs 

Reputed Companies/Organisations may submit their "Expression of Interest" by 
filling up & submitting the online form available on the link https://nsic.co.in/NSIC- 
MSMEAqqreqationServices.aspx . within 15 days of publishing of this EOI. Any further 
announcement in this regard would be made only on the NSIC website www.nsic.co.in 


Also avail benefits of existing NSIC schemes : 
Raw Material Assistance, Government Purchase 
Registration, Credit Facilitation etc. 


TOLL FREE No. 1800111955 / 011 -26926275 
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DELHI THE HINDU 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2019 



Texan outreach 


Though both leaders gained from the 
Houston rally, it was not diplomacy at its best 

T he Houston gathering of the Indian diaspora in 
the U.S. on Sunday addressed by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and U.S. President Donald Trump 
was a resounding success in meeting its stated and im¬ 
plied objectives. Mr. Modi has drafted Indian diaspora 
communities in several countries for advancing his stra¬ 
tegic objectives. The diaspora in the U.S. is of pre-emi¬ 
nent significance given its increasing political heft and 
the centrality of the U.S. in India’s strategic architec¬ 
ture. Mr. Trump’s appearance at the rally and his effu¬ 
sive support for India were a reflection of the commun¬ 
ity’s influence in U.S. politics. He named fighting 
“radical Islamic terrorism” as a key common interest of 
the two countries, spurring a standing ovation by the 
audience, including Mr. Modi. Mr. Trump also empha¬ 
sised border security, a controversial topic in both de¬ 
mocracies. Mr. Modi presented the ending of autonomy 
for Jammu and Kashmir to the cheering crowd as a sig¬ 
nificant achievement of this government. The rally gal¬ 
vanised the diaspora in support for Mr. Modi’s politics 
in India, and enticed Mr. Trump. 

The rally’s unintended outcomes could be more 
complex. The massive movement of people across na¬ 
tional borders has created diasporas that, in turn, have 
created new political forces. This is a particularly sensi¬ 
tive component of global politics. Its enthusiasm for In¬ 
dia notwithstanding, aspirations of the diaspora and 
the priorities of India don’t necessarily converge. Draw¬ 
ing its members too deep into India’s domestic politics, 
and India’s involvement in their politics, are both 
fraught with risks. Mr. Modi nearly endorsed Mr. 
Trump’s re-election bid, and the jamboree was unpre¬ 
cedented for the divisions it created among the diaspo¬ 
ra. Civil rights groups and groups of Kashmiris, Dalits 
and Muslims, who have been critical of Mr. Trump, also 
called out the Modi government for its policies. Demo¬ 
crats by and large took a dim view of the event, and the 
audience and Mr. Modi greeted Majority Leader in the 
House of Representatives Steny Hoyer’s reminder that 
India drew on its strength of Nehruvian secularism with 
stony silence. Mr. Trump’s implied endorsement of Mr. 
Modi’s Kashmir policy was music to the ears of those in 
the audience, but the underlying principle of his Amer¬ 
ica First nationalism that it has no role to play globally 
other than protecting its own interests could lead to 
outcomes not to India’s liking. The absence of four of 
the five Indian-American members of the U.S. Congress 
- all Democrats - at the gathering was also noteworthy. 
The transposition of India-Pakistan rivalry into a con¬ 
test between the two diasporas is also unpleasant. Des¬ 
pite what Houston achieved for the two leaders, a line 
may have been crossed in the mixing of partisan nation¬ 
al politics with international diplomacy. 

Credibility deficit 

The Justice Kureshi episode raises fresh 
questions about the Collegium’s role 

I n modifying its recommendation concerning Justice 
A. A. Kureshi, the Supreme Court Collegium appears 
to have succumbed to pressure from the Union go¬ 
vernment. Modifying its resolution of May 10 that the 
senior judge be appointed Chief Justice of the Madhya 
Pradesh High Court, the Collegium has now decided to 
send him to the Tripura High Court. It was quite appa¬ 
rent that the Centre was averse to the elevation of Jus¬ 
tice Kureshi, who is from the Gujarat High Court, but 
serving in the Bombay High Court on transfer. The go¬ 
vernment did not act on the recommendation for 
months, raising the suspicion that it was blocking his 
appointment. The Collegium modified its decision after 
considering letters from the Department of Justice on 
August 23 and 27, and “accompanying material”. It is 
not known if the controversy has ended. It is possible 
that the Collegium and the Centre have arrived at a 
compromise under which the government drops its op¬ 
position to his appointment as Chief Justice on the con¬ 
dition that he is sent to a smaller high court. However, 
until his appointment as head of the Tripura High Court 
is notified, there will be a lurking doubt on whether the 
latest resolution is in line with the Centre’s approval. 
Under the current procedure, the Collegium may re¬ 
consider a recommendation, but the government is 
bound to implement a decision that is reiterated. 

It is quite acceptable if the Collegium and the govern¬ 
ment resolve their differences through consultation 
and correspondence, but the final decision should not 
be opaque, mysterious and indicative of executive pres¬ 
sure. It is common to charge the Collegium with lack of 
transparency, but in this case, the government is equal¬ 
ly guilty. If the Law Ministry had a bona-fide objection 
to Justice Kureshi, it could have disclosed its opinion on 
his suitability. The failure to do so has the inevitable 
consequence of the public imagination concluding that 
the ruling party is blocking his elevation because of jud¬ 
icial orders he had passed while serving in Gujarat. As 
for the Collegium, it is unclear why it could not have 
disclosed what the government had wanted in its com¬ 
munications. This episode makes a dent in the prevail¬ 
ing narrative that the Collegium system is a shield 
against executive interference injudicial appointments. 
The time may have come for the two sides to come up 
with fresh clauses in the existing procedure of appoint¬ 
ments under which the Collegium’s decisions are im¬ 
plemented within a time-frame, and the government’s 
objections and reservations, if any, are made public. 
Only then can the credibility deficit be bridged. But, 
even so, what is indisputable is that the Collegium sys¬ 
tem is deeply flawed, and is in need of urgent remedy. 



Making the grand Indian PSB mergers work 

Only a visionary leadership can bring the efficiency parameters of the merged entities in line with those of private banks 



R. KRISHNAMURTHY 


T he initial enthusiasm of mar¬ 
ket analysts to the bank 
merger announcement is 
giving way to wariness and scepti¬ 
cism. There is a feeling that the po¬ 
tential benefits would take several 
years to show up and, meanwhile, 
the turbulence in the banks could 
take a toll on the real economy. 

The merger move demonstrates 
once again the lackadaisical ap¬ 
proach of policy planners in im¬ 
plementing sensible banking re¬ 
forms in Public Sector Banks 
(PSBs), first mooted by the Nara- 
simham Committee more than a 
quarter century ago. While the 
committee had cautioned against 
merging weak banks, the govern¬ 
ment has ended doing precisely 
that. The consolidation should 
have been a gradual and calibrated 
exercise resulting in a smaller 
number of well-capitalised and 
professionally managed PSBs with 
a sound governance structure. In¬ 
stead, what has come is a shotgun 
‘reform’ decision at a time when 
PSBs are in deep malaise. 

A key concern about merging 
the ten PSBs into four in one 
stroke is a lack of clear articulation 
of the rationale behind bringing 
disparate and weak banks togeth¬ 
er, some of whom were still under 
the Reserve Bank of India’s 
Prompt Corrective Action (PCA). 
Further, such merger announce¬ 
ments generally trigger confusion, 
anxiety and insecurity in staff, 
leading to a slowdown in business. 
When decades-old brands are sud¬ 


denly obliterated, there is wides¬ 
pread dismay. Poor communica¬ 
tion within PSBs exacerbates the 
challenges. The smooth manner in 
which SBI merged five of its asso¬ 
ciate banks (ABs) in 2017 is not a 
relevant example in this regard. 
SBI had managed the ABs over the 
years with its own senior team, 
and all associates had already 
been functioning on common 
technology platform. In fact, left 
to its own, SBI would have pre¬ 
ferred a gradual acquisition. The 
merger was forced upon it in the 
worst year of its history. 

Reversing decline in returns 

The efficiency gains from the 
mergers for large PSBs would be 
largely illusory in the absence of a 
sound management with a vision 
for the future. The post-merger 
scale economies that large interna¬ 
tional banks seek to achieve with 
ruthless measures are not feasible 
in India. Our objective should be 
to create bigger PSBs that can mir¬ 
ror the efficiency parameters of 
leading private sector banks here. 
The chief goal should be to reverse 
the decline in the PSBs’ Return on 
Equity (RoE) after investing con¬ 
siderable sums in bringing them 
on a common technology plat¬ 
form, and introducing better risk 
management measures. The 
merged entities should become 
agile and capable of meeting the 
challenges in retail and mass mar¬ 
ket segments from private players 
and open banking sources. 

To smoothen the merger pro¬ 
cess, six measures may be worth 
considering. First, it needs to be 
ensured that there is no leadership 
vacuum in the anchor banks. 
Mergers require strong skills in 
thought leadership, results leader¬ 
ship and people leadership. The 


technical skills needed for integra¬ 
tion planning, transforming busi¬ 
ness support functions and value 
build-up have to be cultivated. 
There is a strong need to revamp 
Human Resources (HR) practices 
and culturally integrate the ex¬ 
panded workforce through sus¬ 
tained training initiatives. 

It is vital to give the current 
heads of anchor banks a three- 
year term, or a tenure that lasts till 
the incumbents reach the age of 62 
years, to avoid uncertainties in 
managing the transformation, and 
to enable the chiefs develop a se¬ 
cond line. It is equally important 
that the top leadership comes 
from within the banks based on 
performance. The practice over 
the years of shuffling senior execu¬ 
tives from one PSB to another has 
done more harm than good. 

Second, there is a need to re¬ 
cruit professionals from the mar¬ 
ket in key areas of technology, HR 
and risk management, in all of 
which PSBs are grossly under¬ 
equipped. Such recruitments 
should obviously be at market pay, 
which is the norm in joint ventures 
promoted by PSBs such as SBI. 

Training the front-line staff 

Third, PSBs should not be found 
wanting when it comes to recruit¬ 
ment and training of front-line 
staff. There is a fear that the ‘merg¬ 
er wave’ may sink fresh hiring. 
While there will be rationalisation 
of headcount due to voluntary ex¬ 
its spurred by relocation and other 
compulsions, many staff members 
moved across their former banks 
may be less than suitable for the 
new roles. A buoyant exercise of 
recruitment and training is vital. 

Fourth, the government should 
actively plan steps to offset a possi¬ 
ble slow expansion in bank credit 



in the near term. There is a decel¬ 
erating trend in loan approvals by 
PSBs, as brought out in the last RBI 
report on Trend and Progress of 
Banking. More risk aversion on the 
part of bankers, coupled with their 
internal preoccupations, could 
further slacken credit growth. 
Loan melas and directed lending 
measures would not be the ideal 
solution. Instead Non-Banking Fi¬ 
nancial Institutions (NBFCs), 
which have a better understand¬ 
ing of the market needs, need to 
be tapped to ensure better credit 
flow. In terms of size, NBFCs are 
about 15% of the combined ba¬ 
lance sheet of all banks. They 
should be enabled to step in more 
actively to fill the gap in funding 
Small and Medium-sized Enter¬ 
prises, which are facing real issues 
as regards credit availability. 

Here, it may be good to consid¬ 
er expanding the scope of the par¬ 
tial credit guarantee scheme an¬ 
nounced in this year’s budget to 
cover all NBFCs treated as Asset Fi¬ 


nance Companies, instead of res¬ 
tricting it to the top-tier NBFCs, 
which any way have access to mul¬ 
tiple sources. The proposed six- 
month guarantee could also be 
raised to two years to build a sus¬ 
tained momentum. 

Further, the Credit Guarantee 
Fund Trust for Micro and Small 
Enterprises managed by SIDBI 
may be revamped to assist more 
NBFCs. Drawings by NBFCs consti¬ 
tute just 7% of the disbursements 
made so far, and smaller firms are 
not even aware of this option. 

Ownership tangles 

Fifth, the government should re¬ 
solve the tangles in the ownership 
of the merging PSBs in insurance, 
asset management and other ven¬ 
tures. Some ventures involve fo¬ 
reign partners, and some are mar¬ 
ket-listed. The anchor banks 
should be free to take the best 
course that would optimise the va¬ 
lue of such investments. 

Lastly, the government should 
consider converting a few ‘weak’ 
PSBs outside the merger into re¬ 
gional banks. This was one of the 
recommendations of the Narasim- 
ham Committee. Banks such as 
Bank of Maharashtra and Punjab 
and Sind Bank that have spread 
manpower, network, and resourc¬ 
es thin could be turned into vi¬ 
brant regional institutions to serve 
agriculture, trade and commerce. 

While such consolidation can 
result in handsome productivity 
gains, what matters is the quality 
of execution by a stable and com¬ 
mitted leadership, aided by a 
shrewd and benign ownership. 


R. Krishnamurthy is the former Managing 
Director and CEO of SBI Life Insurance. 

He was Officer on Special Duty at the Dept, 
of Economic Affairs, Ministry of Finance 


Climate justice through judicial diktat 


The Supreme Court has erred in the Maradu case by placing the liability squarely on the apartment owners 



MATHEW IDICULLA 


A Supreme Court order for 
demolishing a set of apart¬ 
ments in Maradu, a suburb 
in Ernakulam, has caused a legal 
and political crisis. The deadline 
for demolishing the four backwa¬ 
ter-facing high-rise apartments 
ended last Friday. However, the 
350-odd families residing there 
have refused to move. 

On September 11, while the rest 
of Kerala gorged the quintessential 
Onam sadhya, residents of these 
four complexes were on a hunger 
strike at the Maradu Municipality 
office. They have now gained wid¬ 
er support with all major political 
parties, including the Congress, 
the Communist Party of India-Mar- 
xist (CPI-M) and the Bharatiya Ja¬ 
nata Party (BJP) opposing the de¬ 
molition. After dithering initially. 
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan has 
stated that his government will 
pursue all options to protect the 
residents. 

In 2006, the Maradu panchayat 
had granted building permissions 
for constructing the apartments. 
However, after a directive from the 
local self-government depart¬ 
ment, the panchayat issued a 
show-cause notice to the builders 


for violating Coastal Regulatory 
Zone (CRZ) rules. The builders got 
a stay order from the Kerala High 
Court in 2007 which allowed them 
to continue construction. The 
High Court ruled in favour of the 
builders stating that they can’t be 
held responsible for the failure of 
local authorities to comply with 
statutory provisions. 

After a Division Bench upheld 
this verdict, the Kerala State Coas¬ 
tal Zone Management Authority 
(KCZMA) approached the Su¬ 
preme Court, which constituted a 
three-member panel to examine 
whether the buildings violated 
CRZ norms. Based on the panel’s 
report that the buildings fell with¬ 
in CRZ-III, the Supreme Court on 
May 8 ordered the demolition of 
the apartments. After dismissing 
the review petitions, the apex 
court on September 6 ordered the 
demolition to be completed by 
September 20. 

On Monday, during a suo motu 
hearing on the lack of action on 
the part of the State in carrying out 
its order, the apex court pulled up 
the Kerala Chief Secretary, accus¬ 
ing the State authorities of “play¬ 
ing with nature”. 

Blind spots and concerns 

The case raises multiple concerns 
regarding environmental gover¬ 
nance and adjudication. Even the 
key question of whether the apart¬ 
ments fall within CRZ-III, which 
would prohibit construction with¬ 



in 200 metres from the High Tide 
Line, or the less restrictive CRZ-II 
is unsettled. The three-member 
panel appointed by the Supreme 
Court stated that as per the CRZ 
notification of 1991 and the Kerala 
Coastal Zone Management Plan, 
1996, the area in question came 
under CRZ-III. Maradu became a 
municipality in 2010 and conse¬ 
quently, the 2011 CRZ notification 
categorised it under CRZ-II, 
though the Union Environment 
Ministry approved this only in Fe¬ 
bruary 2019. 

The Court held that since at the 
time of construction, the area fell 
within CRZ-III, these were unauth¬ 
orised constructions. The Court 
adopted a narrow view by merely 
examining the bureaucratic cate¬ 
gorisation and ignored that the 
construction was based on per¬ 
mission granted by the local go¬ 
vernment and orders of the High 
Court. While the Kerala High 
Court held that permit holders 
shouldn’t be made liable for the 


regulatory oversight of local auth¬ 
orities, the Supreme Court did not 
address this question. 

The process of adjudication 
through a three-member commit¬ 
tee also raises questions since it 
further delegated the task to 
another technical committee, 
which the residents allege, did not 
give them a fair hearing. 

This case reveals the court’s 
massive blind spot: the real-world 
implications of its verdict. The or¬ 
der cryptically states “let all the 
structures be removed forthwith 
within a period of one month from 
today” without clearly stating who 
should undertake the demolition. 

Alarmingly, the court is silent 
on the fate of the owners and resi¬ 
dents of the apartments. Unlike 
most judgments on evictions, the 
court does not pronounce on the 
question of rehabilitation or com¬ 
pensation for those who would 
lose their homes. 

A technocratic approach 

While the demolition is ostensibly 
for protecting the environment, 
the Supreme Court order doesn’t 
sufficiently explain how the con¬ 
structions in question damage the 
environment. Instead of a juris¬ 
prudence on environmental jus¬ 
tice, it adopted technocratic pro- 
ceduralism for arriving at its 
verdict. Ironically, more serious 
environmental damage is likely to 
be caused by the demolition of the 
apartments. A report by IIT-Ma- 


dras has highlighted that air pollu¬ 
tion caused by the demolition 
would pose severe health hazards 
to those residing nearby, besides 
the long-term environmental costs 
of the debris generated. Fearing 
the “collateral damage” of the de¬ 
molition, a person residing close 
to the apartments has filed a peti¬ 
tion in the Supreme Court oppos¬ 
ing the unplanned implosion/ex¬ 
plosion of the buildings. 

The case highlights the patholo¬ 
gies of executive and judicial deci¬ 
sion-making on environment and 
urban development in India. 
While State authorities and courts 
were complicit in allowing the 
buildings to be constructed in the 
first place, liability is now being 
placed squarely on the apartment 
owners. In some regards, it is a 
continuation of the jurisprudence 
based on court-appointed com¬ 
mittees rather than hearing affect¬ 
ed parties that resulted, especially 
in Delhi, in the demolition of 
numerous “illegal slums”. This 
logic has now come back to bite 
the middle class. For environmen¬ 
tal justice, what we need is a 
strong environmental governance 
system that enables all stakehol¬ 
ders to prevent violations instead 
of the court becoming India’s new 
demolition man. 


Mathew Idiculla is a lawyer and 
researcher on urban issues and a 
consultant with the Centre for Law and 
Policy Research 
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To America, in pomp 

In its appearance, the 
‘Howdy, Modi!’ event in 
Houston was a big success. 

It made for a magnificent 
spectacle and a visual treat. 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi was in his element 
and his address delivered to 
the rapturous applause of 
the audience was an 
exercise in grandstanding. 
However, only by looking at 
India through rose- 
coloured spectacles can we 
agree with Mr. Modi’s 
assertion that “everything is 
fine in India”. Seeing 
impoverishment, 
joblessness, farmer 
distress, mob lynchings, 
jailing of dissenters and the 
like and speaking about 
them are nowadays left to 
‘anti-nationals’ and ‘urban 
Naxals’. One thing that Mr. 
Trump and Mr. Modi - 
leaders of predominantly 
Christian and Hindu 



nations - share and makes 
them look similar is their 
conscious dissociation from 
Islam. Their allusion to 
‘extremist Islamist groups’ 
as the common enemy and 
threats from them was not 
lost on anyone. Mr. Modi 
opined that Article 370 
“benefitted separatists and 
terrorists”. But he did not 
explain as to why its 
dilution by a two-thirds 
majority in the Parliament 
was followed by repressive 
measures and restrictions 
in the Valley. We couldn’t 
agree more with Modi when 
he said, “Diversity is the 
strength of our democracy.” 
To add to what he said, it is 
the defining feature of our 
democracy. 

G. David Milton, 

Maruthancode, Tamil Nadu 

■ Let us ask an honest 
question: What was achieved 
through this cleverly 



choreographed 
extravaganza? Two world 
leaders who are supposed to 
be the representatives of the 
two largest democracies met 
with much fanfare and 
pomp. In fact, neither Mr. 
Modi nor Mr. Trump today 
actually symbolise what the 
real India or the real U.S. is 
meant to be; they represent a 
grossly distorted view of 
their countries. True, they 
are both elected leaders; but 
that does not add credibility 
to their their 

authoritarianism. Mr. Trump 
represents the deep-rooted 
bigotry of white supremacy 
while Mr. Modi represents 
extreme polarisation based 
on the ideology of Hindutva. 
Thinking citizens of both the 
countries will pause before 
jumping on the populist 
bandwagon of such glamour 
and glitter. 

Dr. K. Varkey, 

Dindigul, Tamilnadu 



■ In tune with popular 
Telugu proverb Inta gelichi 
rachcha geluvu (which 
means, “First win at home 
before conquering the 
world”), Mr. Modi needs to 
address first the nation’s 
burning issues such as 
economic slowdown, falling 
GDP and rupee and 
increasing unemployment, 
farmer suicides, bad loans in 
banks and so on. Let us see 
how celebrations and 
speeches in the U.S. bring 
investments to India to 
resolve its issues. 

KSHIRASAGARA BALAJI RAO, 
Hyderabad 

Dynastic politics 

Union Home Minister and 
BJP president Amit Shah has 
appealed to voters to choose 
between nationalistic 
parties, such as his party and 
family-oriented parties, such 
as the Congress and the 
Nationalist Congress Party, in 


the Maharashtra Assembly 
election (Front page, 

“Choose Nationalistic 
parties, says Amit Shah,” 
Sept. 23). In Maharashtra, 
the BJP’s principal ally is the 
Shiv Sena which is a family- 
oriented party. Will Mr. Shah 
tell the voters there not to 
vote for Shiv Sena candidates 
in the forthcoming Assembly 
election? Does he remember 
that in Punjab, the Shiromani 
Alcali Dal, another family- 
oriented party, is his outfit’s 
alliance partner? 

C.G. Kuriakose, 

Kothamangalam, Kerala 

A new paradise? 

Mr. Modi recently said “Let’s 
build a new paradise in 
Kashmir.” But what’s 
happening in Kashmir is the 
exact opposite. The Army 
has an iron grip over the 
people. The Internet is the 
lifeblood of administration 
and economy worldwide. By 


shutting it down, the whole 
of Kashmir has been isolated. 
With the IT industry, a 
strength of India, not being 
able to function in the Valley, 
I wonder what paradise Mr. 
Modi talks about. 
Unemployment is at a record 
high in the whole of the 
nation. Will it magically fall 
in Kashmir after the 
abrogation of its special 
status? If the IT companies in 
the valley are closed, the 
number of unemployed 
youth is only going to grow. 

It is being repeatedly 
demonstrated that the 
government’s act of 
unilaterally changing the 
status of the erstwhile State 
was not a pragmatic move 
(“Kashmir Valley’s IT hub 
gasps as Net shutdown 
continues,” Sept. 23). 

T. Anand Raj, 

Chennai 

MORE LETTERS ONLINE: 

www.hindu.com/opinion/letters/ 


• • • 


A ND-NDE 




























OPED 11 


THE HINDU DELHI 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2019 


The importance of listening well 

Conversations between governments and citizens and among citizens themselves are crucial in a democracy 




RAJEEV BHARGAVA 


A very instructive passage on the dif¬ 
ference in norms of debate among 
ancient Indian scholars, on the one 
hand, and kings and their subjects, 
on the other is found in the ancient 
text, Milinda-pahha. It records an ex¬ 
change between the Indo-Greek king 
Milinda (Menander) and the Budd¬ 
hist monk Nagasena. 

When the king fails to understand 
a point made by Nagasena, he asks, 
“Will you discuss with me again?” 

Nagasena says: “If your Majesty 
will discuss as a scholar (pan d ftp 
yes; but if you discuss as a king, no.” 

“How do scholars discuss?” 

“When scholars talk a matter over 
with each other, there is a winding 
up, an unravelling; distinctions are 
made and counter-distinctions; one 
or other is convinced of error, and 
then acknowledges his mistake; and 
yet thereby they are not angered. 
Thus, do scholars, 0 king, discuss.” 

“And how do kings discuss?” 

“When a king, your Majesty, dis¬ 
cusses a matter, and he advances a 
point, if anyone differs from him on 
that point, he is apt to fine him say¬ 
ing: ‘Inflict such and such a punish¬ 
ment upon that fellow!’ Thus, Your 
Majesty, do kings discuss.” 

Debates in ancient India, the text 
seems to say, were tranquil, stress- 
free events in which participants did 
not hesitate to change their opinions 
where necessary, a far cry from royal 
(political) discussions in which dis¬ 
agreement with political rulers was 
frequently fraught with danger and 
winning a debate was almost, and so¬ 
metimes literally, a matter of life and 
death. 

Listening to citizens 

In fact, democracy is the only form 
of government where rules of scho¬ 
larly and political debate are sup¬ 
posed to coincide, both among citi¬ 
zens and between governments and 
citizens. Debates are meant to be 
conducted fearlessly and in the ensu¬ 
ing discussion, mistakes are acknow¬ 
ledged and opinions changed. There 
+ is no anger or sense of humiliation if 
and when one is shown to be in er¬ 


ror. Public arguments are meant to 
compel citizens to openly acknow¬ 
ledge when proven wrong and force 
governments to admit their mistakes 
and change policies. But is any of this 
possible without proper listening? It 
is said that it is the privilege of po¬ 
werful people to speak and the lot of 
the powerless to listen. The beauty of 
democracy is that it obliges the po¬ 
werful to listen. 

Of course, even democratic go¬ 
vernments do not always listen to 
their electors. But as soon as their 
legitimacy dips below a certain 
threshold, as soon as their habit of 
turning a deaf ear to their people 
threatens their survival, they seem 
instinctively to know that it is abso¬ 
lutely crucial to start listening. 

Something akin to this appears to 
have recently taken place in India. A 
month ago, the current government 
appeared not to be listening to 
anyone. And although it is arguable 
that only a few top corporates were 
eventually heard, it is equally true 
that after months of silence on the 
pleadings of the ‘people’ to do so¬ 
mething about the economic slow¬ 
down, the government finally lis¬ 
tened to someone. Can we not now 
take this as an opportunity to de¬ 
mand an extension of this courtesy 
to others? To the farmers, or the 
poor more generally? To, say, teach¬ 
ers, scholars, dancers, musicians, 
painters, town-planners on educa¬ 
tion and cultural policy? To Kashmi¬ 
ris, Dalits and the minorities? Should 
not the government listen to those 
who dissent from their policies? 

It is pretty obvious to me that the 
answer to these questions must be in 
the affirmative. Good governments 
make a habit of listening to citizens. 
Indeed, in democracies, those tem¬ 
porarily in power need to develop 


the quality of being good listeners, 
sushrutas. What do I mean by this 
and how will this help? 

Good listening 

Allowing someone to speak is, of 
course, the first precondition of lis¬ 
tening. Remaining quiet while she is 
speaking is another. But silence can 
still mean not listening. One may 
even pretend to listen, but remain 
disengaged or distracted. We all 
know that there exists what might be 
called ‘vacant-look listening’, when 
the interlocutor is physically present 
but mentally absent. Even sincere si¬ 
lence may just convey paternalistic 
assurance or be viewed as a strategy 
to allow the speaker to let off steam. 
It can betray biased judgment, mora¬ 
lising, or a readiness for instant ad¬ 
vice. These are conversation-stop¬ 
pers, roadblocks to listening. Good 
listening is attentive, uninterrupted, 
and genuinely responsive. 

There is more to good listening. 
The Indian spiritual thinker, Jiddu 
Krishnamurti, put this point across 
well. He said: “There are two ways of 
listening: there is the mere listening 
to words, as you listen when you are 
not really interested, when you are 
not trying to fathom the depths of a 
problem; and there is the listening 
which catches the real significance of 
what is being said.” In short, good lis¬ 
tening is empathetic and self-reflex¬ 
ive. It involves the capacity to step 
out of one’s own perspective, consid¬ 
er things from the other’s point of 
view - “climb into his skin and walk 
around in it”, as Harper Lee put it. 
Good listening enables an accurate 
understanding of what another per¬ 
son is thinking, feeling, experienc¬ 
ing, and meaning. None of this is 
possible if one remains self-centered, 
or believes that truth and goodness is 


on one side alone. Good listening 
further presupposes that others have 
much to teach us, especially those 
who, in important aspects, are diffe¬ 
rent from us. 

Such good listening is especially 
needed in times of deep disagree¬ 
ment when we forget that there are 
as many views as there are people 
and delude ourselves into believing 
that the world is divided in two: us 
and them. We believe that only two 
views exist, and the one held by us is 
correct. This particularly crude form 
of binary thinking exacerbates con¬ 
flicts, and deepens polarisation. A 
polarised world contains prefect 
conditions for people to stop listen¬ 
ing to each other. It is precisely at 
such times that we need encourage¬ 
ment to start listening, so that we can 
broaden the horizon of our expe¬ 
rience, to break the horrible habit of 
dismissing differences. Listening 
helps reveal hidden commonalities 
that bolster cooperation. It dispels 
mistaken assumptions. It brings 
greater acceptance. In such deeply 
divided times, should it not be the 
duty of democratic governments to 
encourage people to de-escalate bit¬ 
terness and discord and begin listen¬ 
ing to one another? 

Listening to many 

The government has made a good be¬ 
ginning by listening to a few. Since 
good democratic governments strive 
to be inclusive, to win the trust of all, 
they must listen to the many, become 
bahushruta. Deliberative democrats 
often emphasise the importance of 
good arguments and wish the best ar¬ 
gument to determine its decisions. 
But can we ever know ‘the best argu¬ 
ment’ if we haven’t listened to all of 
them? Unless we ensure that, as far 
as possible, all points of view have in¬ 
deed been taken into account? This 
inclusion is impossible without lis¬ 
tening to voices that may have been 
repressed before, voices of the po¬ 
werless and the vulnerable. 

A continuing conversation bet¬ 
ween governments and citizens and 
among citizens themselves is crucial 
in a democracy. But good conversa¬ 
tions presuppose good habits of lis¬ 
tening. Governments must take se¬ 
riously their duty to be not only 
sushruta, but bahushruta. Citizens 
too must take more responsibility for 
cultivating these public virtues. 


Rajeev Bhargava is Professor, CSDS, Delhi 


Inequality of another kind 

Why the right to Internet access and digital literacy 
should be recognised as a right in itself 



SUMEYSH SRIVASTAVA 


Recently, in Faheema Shirin v. State of Kera¬ 
la, the Kerala High Court declared the right 
to Internet access as a fundamental right 
forming a part of the right to privacy and the 
right to education under Article 21 of the 
Constitution. While this is a welcome move, 
it is important to recognise the right to Inter¬ 
net access as an independent right. 

Digital inequality 

Inequality is a concept that underpins most 
interventions focussed on social justice and 
development. It resembles the mythological 
serpent Hydra in Greek mythology - as the 
state attempts to deal with one aspect of in¬ 
equality, many new aspects keep coming up. 

In recent times, several government and 
private sector services have become digital. 
Some of them are only available online. This 
leads to a new kind of inequality, digital in¬ 
equality, where social and economic back¬ 
wardness is exacerbated due to information 
poverty, lack of infrastructure, and lack of 
digital literacy. According to the Deloitte re¬ 
port, ‘Digital India: Unlocking the Trillion 
Dollar Opportunity’, in mid-2016, digital lite¬ 
racy in India was less than 10%. We are mov¬ 
ing to a global economy where knowledge of 
digital processes will transform the way in 
which people work, collaborate, consume 
information, and entertain themselves. This 
has been acknowledged in the Sustainable 
Development Goals as well as by the Indian 
government and has led to the Digital India 
mission. Offering services online has cost 
and efficiency benefits for the government 
and also allows citizens to bypass lower-level 
government bureaucracy. However, in the 
absence of Internet access and digital litera¬ 
cy enabling that access, there will be further 
exclusion of large parts of the population, ex¬ 
acerbating the already existing digital divide. 

Moving governance and service delivery 
online without the requisite progress in In¬ 
ternet access and digital literacy also does 
not make economic sense. For instance. 
Common Service Centres, which operate in 
rural and remote locations, are physical fa¬ 
cilities which help in delivering digital go¬ 
vernment services and informing communi¬ 
ties about government initiatives. While the 
state may be saving resources by moving ser¬ 
vices online, it also has to spend resources 
since a large chunk of citizens cannot access 
these services. The government has acknow¬ 
ledged this and has initiated certain mea¬ 


sures in this regard. The Bharat Net pro¬ 
gramme, aiming to have an optical fibre 
network in all gram panchayats, is to act as 
the infrastructural backbone for having In¬ 
ternet access all across the country. Howev¬ 
er, the project has consistently missed all its 
deadlines while the costs involved have dou¬ 
bled. Similarly, the National Digital Literacy 
Mission has barely touched 1.67% of the pop¬ 
ulation and has been struggling for funds. 
This is particularly worrying because Inter¬ 
net access and digital literacy are dependent 
on each other, and creation of digital infras¬ 
tructure must go hand in hand with the crea¬ 
tion of digital skills. 

The importance of digital literacy 

Internet access and digital literacy have im¬ 
plications beyond access to government ser¬ 
vices. Digital literacy allows people to access 
information and services, collaborate, and 
navigate socio-cultural networks. In fact, the 
definition of literacy today must include the 
ability to access and act upon resources and 
information found online. While the Kerala 
High Court judgment acknowledges the role 
of the right to access Internet in accessing 
other fundamental rights, it is imperative 
that the right to Internet access and digital 
literacy be recognised as a right in itself. In 
this framework the state would have (i) a pos¬ 
itive obligation to create infrastructure for a 
minimum standard and quality of Internet 
access as well as capacity-building measures 
which would allow all citizens to be digitally 
literate and (ii) a negative obligation prohibit¬ 
ing it from engaging in conduct that im¬ 
pedes, obstructs or violates such a right. Re¬ 
cognising the right to internet access and 
digital literacy will also make it easier to de¬ 
mand accountability from the state, as well 
as encourage the legislature and the execu¬ 
tive to take a more proactive role in further¬ 
ing this right. The courts have always inter¬ 
preted Article 21 as a broad spectrum of 
rights considered incidental and/or integral 
to the right to life. 

A right to Internet access would also furth¬ 
er provisions given under Articles 38(2) and 
39 of the Constitution. It has now become 
settled judicial practice to read fundamental 
rights along with directive principles with a 
view to defining the scope and ambit of the 
former. We are living in an ‘information so¬ 
ciety’. Unequal access to the Internet creates 
and reproduces socio-economic exclusions. 
It is important to recognise the right to Inter¬ 
net access and digital literacy to alleviate this 
situation, and allow citizens increased ac¬ 
cess to information, services, and the crea¬ 
tion of better livelihood opportunities. 


Sumeysh Srivastava is a programme manager at 
Nyaaya, an initiative of the Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy 


Why seek Western validation? 

For many Western film critics, Indian cinema is 
often synonymous with Hindi cinema 


KUNAL RAY 

Recently, The Guardian released its 
list of 100 best films of the 21st centu¬ 
ry. The only Indian (read Hindi) film 
in the list is Anurag Kashyap’s Gangs 
of Wasseypur. This mention attract¬ 
ed considerable attention in the In¬ 
dian media. While some sections of 
the media praised the film, a few 
wondered if it is really that good. 

Individual preferences 

It should be noted that most lists are 
arbitrary and often reflect the prefe¬ 
rences of the individuals who pre¬ 
pare them. We concur with some 
choices and disagree with others. But 
the veneration of the 
film because of its 
mention in the list 
points to a larger, 
deep-seated malaise in 
India: the need for 
Western validation. 

There is also anoth¬ 
er problem with such 
lists. It is that for many 
Western film critics, Indian cinema 
doesn’t exist beyond Hindi cinema. 
Hindi cinema has a wider reach, 
clout and visibility. Hindi main¬ 
stream actors also have a pan-Indian 
presence. Some of them regularly act 
in non-Hindi films. Hindi cinema is 
also widely written about in popular 
media and academia. Other film cul¬ 
tures and industries in India do not 
enjoy this exposure. And so, in the 
larger Western imagination, Hindi ci¬ 
nema is synonymous with Indian ci¬ 
nema or representative of it. I won¬ 
der if parts of the West even know 
about the other film cultures that 
thrive in India and the brilliant films 
that have been made in non-Hindi 
film industries of India, which are as 
good as, if not better than. Gangs of 
Wasseypur. 

This is not to say that Gangs of 
Wasseypur is not a good film. It is not 
a mainstream Bollywood film. Kash- 
yap decentres the gangster-mafia 
conversation beyond Mumbai and 
throws us into a world of characters 
who don’t look, feel, or talk like their 
counterparts in other Hindi mafia- 
gangster films. I would say that Kash- 
yap retains many formulaic Bolly¬ 
wood conventions of the genre with 



his use of music, violence, sex, and a 
love story, but situates these conven¬ 
tions in a milieu that is foreign to 
mainstream Hindi cinema audiences. 
He uses local sounds, actors and dia¬ 
lects. The lead characters are as vul¬ 
nerable as their opponents. There 
are no hero characters in the film. He 
also exposes the unholy nexus bet¬ 
ween politics and unorganised crime 
and highlights issues of caste. Kash- 
yap renders formula in a non-formu- 
laic way. The first part of Gangs of 
Wasseypur is captivating indeed, but 
the second part falters in some ways. 

Other contenders 

Having said that, is it really the best 
Indian film of the 21st cen¬ 
tury? I don’t think so. For 
that spot, there are many 
contenders from non- 
Hindi film cultures of In¬ 
dia. Lijo Jose Pellissery’s 
Malayalam crime drama, 
Angamaly Diaries , is a re¬ 
markable film. It shows 
how local youth are 
drawn to crime and eventually form 
a gang. It is also a commentary on the 
aspirations and needs of a social 
class. Rajeev Ravi’s Kammatipaadam 
explores similar territory. Vetrimaa- 
ran’s films in Tamil are no less. Kar- 
thik Subbaraj made Jigarthanda, an 
ode to gangsters. Ameer Sultan’s Pa- 
ruthiveeran gave me the chills. What 
about Gurvinder Singh’s Punjabi 
films Anhe Ghore Da Daan and the 
intensely lyrical Chauthi Root? Raam 
Reddy made the genre-bending Kan¬ 
nada film, Thithi. In Marathi, Nagraj 
Manjule made Fandry, Chaitanya 
Tamhane made Court , Avinash Arun 
made Killa. Even within the Hindi 
film fold, Nandita Das debuted with a 
searing commentary on the 2002 
Gujarat riots, Firaaq. There are oth¬ 
ers like Masaan and Newton with in¬ 
ventive storytelling. Rajat Kapoor 
made the perplexing Anlchon Delchi 
which deserved more discussion. 

These show that we ought to cele¬ 
brate and recognise India’s best cine¬ 
ma for reasons that are entirely our 
own, not because some of these films 
are appreciated by the West. 


Kunal Ray teaches literary and cultural 
studies at FLAME University, Pune 
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HOWDY, MODI! 


DATA POINT 


Warmer 
by the year 


The UN's climate change summit began on Monday at a time when increase in greenhouse gases 
and variations in global temperatures are at record highs. India is the third largest contributor to 
emissions after the U.S. and China. Meanwhile, a survey on attitudes to climate change shows 
that about 6% of U.S. respondents were in denial about climate change. By Varun B. Krishnan 


Big polluters While India is among the top Carbon Dioxide (C0 2 ) emitters (as of 2017), its share of emissions (36,153.26 MT) 
was lower compared to other big emitters like China and the U.S. China's in particular has risen significantly in the Last 30 years 



Country 

Emission per capita, 
2017 (tonnes of C0 2 ) 

Qatar 

49.18 

Kuwait 

25.24 

UAE 

24.66 

U.S. 

16.24 

Russia 

11.76 

Japan 

9.45 

China 

6.98 

India 

1.84 


Rising temperatures 

An increase in C0 2 emissions has contributed to an increase 
in global temperature anomalies, which indicate how much 
warmer or colder it is than normal* for a place and time 


Varying attitudes 

Nearly 9% of those surveyed by YouGov in the U.S. said that the 
climate was changing but human activity was not responsible for 
it at all (the highest such % among 28 nations surveyed) 



Climate is not changing 


100 


1900 1925 1950 1975 2000 

*The average over the 30-year period 1951-1980. Common 
Sense Climate Index is a composite index of climate 
quantities. Positive values refer to warming 



India 


Climate is changing but 
human activity is not 
responsible at all 

Climate is changing, 
human activity is partly 
responsible 

Climate changing, human 
activity is mainly responsible 


Source: Global Carbon Atlas, NASA, YouGov 


FROM THE ARCHIVES 

FIFTY YEARS AGO September 24, 1969 

In search of a Constitution 

(From an Editorial) 

While the Pakistan Press has been writing 
sarcastically about the Congress Party crisis 
in India and prophesying the political col¬ 
lapse of this country, the constitutional de¬ 
bate in Pakistan continues unabated. Presi¬ 
dent Yahya Khan has called for the 
preparation of electoral rolls on the basis of 
adult franchise, thus conceding a major pop¬ 
ular demand. It is also certain that the shape 
of the future constitution will be federal and 
that the Centre will retain powers over de¬ 
fence, external relations and finance. But 
the hottest point of the debate relates to the 
“one unit” system which was introduced in 
the 1956 Constitution. According to that 
scheme, the former provinces of West Pakis¬ 
tan were merged into a single unit so that on¬ 
ly two provincial legislatures remained, one 
for the West and one for the East. The limit¬ 
ed powers which these provincial legisla¬ 
tures enjoyed disappeared with the intro¬ 
duction of Ayub Khan’s 1962 Constitution 
and even the Central Legislature was re¬ 
duced to a debating society with the Cabinet 
responsible to the President rather than to 
the legislature. 


A HUNDRED YEARS AGO sept. 24, 1919. 

The Imperial Council. 

(From an Editorial) 

The rejection of the Hon’ble Mr. B.N. Sar- 
ma’a resolution in the Imperial Legislative 
Council urging that an expert committee of 
officials and non-officials be appointed to 
consider the question of the establishment 
of a State Bank for India is bound to be 
viewed with some misgivings in the country. 
It is now certain that we have been driven by 
force of circumstances to resort to some sort 
of a central bank for the whole country, not 
merely to secure the economies resulting 
from the centralisation of reserves, but also 
to see that our currency and exchange are 
placed on a more stable and sounder basis. 
There are many problems of great intricacy 
involved in the establishment of such a 
bank. Some of these relate to the nature of 
the control that should be exercised over it; 
some others are connected with the distri¬ 
bution of the resources of the bank among 
the various provincial branches so that one 
province might not unduly monopolise the 
funds of the bank to the detriment of the 
other. 



A ND-NDE 






































































12 NEWS 


DELHI THE HINDU 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2019 


FROM PAGE ONE 


Shah moots one 
card for all utilities 


He cited the example of the 
government’s flagship ‘Ujj- 
wala’ scheme of providing 
free LPG connections to 
poor families, saying it has 
been successful as the 
scheme was prepared on 
the basis of the 2011 census 
data. 

“By 2022, there will not 
be a family which will not 
have a gas connection,” he 
said. 

Haryana surges ahead 

Mr. Shah also said the 2011 
Census reflected the poor 
sex ratio in some States. 
That’s why the programme 
of ‘Beti Bachao, Beti Pad- 
hao’ was launched. 

“Under this scheme, the 


Haryana government has 
done so much work in the 
last five years that the State’s 
sex ratio is now among the 
best in the country,” he said. 

He said India’s popula¬ 
tion is 17.5% of the world’s, 
while the geographical area 
is just 2.4%. 

“So, naturallly, India has 
limited natural resources in 
comparison to the popula¬ 
tion,” he said. 

“Therefore, to fill up this 
gap of inequality, we will 
have to work hard,” he 
added. 

He said the census would 
help in demarcating boun¬ 
daries of municipal wards 
and the Assembly and Lok 
Sabha constituencies. 


Rawat hints at action as 
Pak. revives Balakot camp 


As the temperature kept fall¬ 
ing and snow came in, they 
started coming into the 
areas that had less snowfall, 
he added. 

“As of now, we have taken 
adequate measures; we 
have pushed in more 
troops, we have increased 
deployment along the LoC 
[Line of Control] to ensure 
that infiltration is curbed to 
the maximum extent,” he 
said. 

Terrorists, he said, were 
trying to creating a facade as 
if there was clampdown in 
the Kashmir Valley, but nor¬ 
mal activities were on. The 
restrictions would be eased 
gradually, Gen. Rawat said. 

“Communication break¬ 
down is happening between 
the handlers of terrorists 
operating from Pakistan and 


terrorists in the Valley. Oth¬ 
erwise, communication is 
happening; the lines are 
through. Communication 
breakdown is not happen¬ 
ing between people-to-peo- 
ple,” he said. 

The shutters of shops in 
J&K were down but they 
were operating from the 
rear. Terrorists were threa¬ 
tening the shopkeepers be¬ 
cause they wanted to show 
everybody outside that 
there was a clampdown. 

Asked about radical Is¬ 
lamic terrorism, Gen. Rawat 
said: “I think it is important 
that we have preachers who 
convey the correct meaning 
of Islam.” 

Gen. Rawat was in the 
OTA to inaugurate the 
Young Leaders Training 
Wing. 


SC pulls up Kerala 
official on Maradu 


“It appears that the authori¬ 
ties, rather than preventing 
the violations, are trying to 
mobilise the public opinion 
and time has come to hold 
them responsible for their 
active connivance in such 
activities of degrading the 
environment and violation 
of the coastal zone regula¬ 
tions, etc,” the Supreme 
Court order said. 

Concrete plan needed 

The court observed in its or¬ 
der that it was imperative 
for Kerala to have concrete 
plan to prevent violations in 
its coastal zones and punish 
violators. 

The court ordered the 
Chief Secretary to place on 
record by September 27 the 
action proposed against all 
existing violators. The State 
has to also place on record 
the number of existing con¬ 
structions which are in vio¬ 
lation of the coastal zone 
regulations. 

The Bench is hearing suo 


motu the lack of action dis¬ 
played on the part of the 
State to implement the May 
8 order to demolish, illegal 
high-rise apartment blocks 
built in violation of coastal 
zone regulations at Maradu. 

Justice Mishra told Mr. 
Jose, represented by senior 
advocate Harish Salve, that 
“you are in great difficulty... 
We can hold you personally 
liable if there are any”. 

Referring to the current 
affidavit filed by Mr. Jose, 
Justice Mishra observed 
orally “you have not given 
even a semblance of 
assurance”. 

Justice Mishra said the 
Chief Secretary is facing a 
“tough court”, one which is 
braving critical articles pu¬ 
blished almost everyday 
about its decision to demol¬ 
ish the Maradu buildings. 

The judge remarked oral¬ 
ly that it could even take ac¬ 
tion against the errant offi¬ 
cials under the Indian Penal 
Code. 


Renewable energy target 
to be more than doubled 


The Prime Minister high¬ 
lighted his call from banning 
single-use plastics, the Inter¬ 
national Solar Alliance, an 
Indian-led initiative, and 
that India had provided 160 
million families with cook¬ 
ing gas connections. 

New initiatives 

He also announced two in¬ 
ternational initiatives. First, 
a platform with Sweden and 
other countries, for govern¬ 
ments and the private sector 
to work together to develop 
low carbon pathways for in¬ 
dustry. 

Second, a Coalition for 
Disaster Resilient Infrastruc¬ 
ture. This initiative was ap¬ 
proved by the Union Cabi¬ 
net last month and 1480 
crore has been allocated for 
technical assistance and 
projects. 

The U.K., Australia and is¬ 
land nations such as Fiji and 
the Maldives will be part of 
this coalition. 



UN Secretary General An¬ 
tonio Guterres had asked 
leaders to come with “con¬ 
crete plans” rather than 
“beautiful speeches”, a 
message he emphasised at 
the start of the summit. 

Mr. Modi’s early slot, after 
New Zealand Prime Minister 
Jacina Ardern and Hilda 
Heine, the President of the 
Marshall Islands, was a re¬ 
cognition of India’s leader¬ 
ship in climate action, ac¬ 
cording to India’s UN envoy 
Syed Akbaruddin, who 
briefed the media a few days 
ago on the summit. 

U.S. pulls out 

The U.S., Brazil, and South 
Africa are among countries 
that will not be speaking at 
the summit. 

U.S. President Donald 
Trump and Vice-President 
Mike Pence briefly attended 
the summit and listened to 
several speeches including 
Mr. Modi’s. 



Will BJP manage to prevail 
over Shiv Sena in seat-sharing? 

Uddhav Thackeray’s party is pushing for an equal share in the division 



Home Minister Amit Shah speaking at a rally in Mumbai ahead 
of the Maharashtra Assembly election campaign. ■ pti 



Exercising their right: Voters waiting in queue to cast their 
votes at a polling station in Agartala on Monday, -pti 


Peaceful polling in 
four Assembly seats 

Turnout dips in rain-hit Hamirpur 


NISTULA HEBBAR 

NEW DELHI 

Just a day after the Election 
Commission announced the 
Assembly election schedule 
for Maharashtra and Harya¬ 
na on September 21, BJP pre¬ 
sident Amit Shah was ex¬ 
pected to meet Shiv Sena 
chief Uddhav Thackeray in 
Mumbai and announce a 
seat-sharing arrangement 
between the parties. That 
did not happen. 

Instead, Mr. Shah ad¬ 
dressed a gathering on Arti¬ 
cle 370 and made his way 
back to Delhi. 

Those in the know said 
the lack of an announce¬ 
ment had more to do with 
the fact that it is now the Pi- 
trapalcsh or Shraadh period 
of the Hindu calendar, when 
no new ventures are under¬ 
taken. That period is set to 
end on September 28, and 
Mr. Shah is visiting Mumbai 
on September 26 again. It is 
expected that the nitty-gritty 


VIKAS VASUDEVA 
CHANDIGARH 

Ahead of the Assembly elec¬ 
tion in Haryana, Congress 
leader and former Chief Mi¬ 
nister Bhupinder Singh Hoo- 
da has said that the Con¬ 
gress, on assuming power, 
will have four deputy chief 
ministers, though it will not 
be part of the party’s 
manifesto. 

“When the Congress 
forms the next government, 
we will have four deputy 
chief ministers, to give re¬ 
presentation to different 
communities, be it Back¬ 
ward Class, Scheduled Caste, 
Brahmin or Jat. Whoever be¬ 
comes the Chief Minister, 
four members of communi- 


of the alliance will be tied up 
then. 

The Shiv Sena, along with 
the Shiromani Alcali Dal in 
Punjab, is one of the oldest 
alliances of the BJP. The Sena 
had, under its founder, Bala- 
saheb Thackeray, held the 
position of “big brother” in 
the alliance in Maharashtra, 
and it had fought the larger 
number of the seats of the 
two parties in the Assembly 
elections since 1995. 

The scene changed after 


ties other than that of the 
Chief Minister will be made 
deputy chief ministers,” Mr. 
Hooda told The Hindu. 

“The manifesto is for the 
government, what the go¬ 
vernment will deliver... 
while the decision regarding 
appointment of deputy chief 
ministers is a political deci¬ 
sion, which would be taken 
by the party,” he said. 

“Hence, this would not be 


the ascendancy of Prime Mi¬ 
nister Narendra Modi in 
2014, with the BJP asking the 
Sena to understand the 
changed political realities 
and cede ground. The two 
parted ways over this issue 
before the 2014 Assembly 
election, and the BJP put up 
a good performance winning 
122 seats. 

With the outside support 
of the Nationalist Congress 
Party, it formed a govern¬ 
ment under Chief Minister 


a part of the manifesto but 
we will surely do it it when 
we form the next govern¬ 
ment,” he added. 

The Congress’s manifesto 
committee has sought sug¬ 
gestions from its leaders and 
workers till September 25. 
The committee, headed by 
senior party leader Kiran 
Chaudary, will on Septem¬ 
ber 27. 

Mr. Hooda said all the pro- 


Devendra Fadnavis. The Se¬ 
na soon realised it needed 
the BJP, more to capture the 
subsequent local body elec¬ 
tion in the richest Corpora¬ 
tion in the country - the Bri- 
hanmumbai Municipal 
Corporation. The alliance, at 
the State, local and national 
levels was back on, but the 
question of a larger share of 
Assembly seats remains. 

The BJP has reportedly of¬ 
fered the Sena 126 seats, and 
kept 162 for itself, but the lat¬ 
ter is pushing for an equal 
number of seats. The BJP is 
clear-eyed enough to see 
that its own areas of “in¬ 
fluence” extends to 170 
seats, not all likely to be 
bagged by it and is deter¬ 
mined to labour on with 
talks. 

If the BJP manages to pre¬ 
vail on the Sena, it will be a 
demonstration of just how a 
national party can prevail 
over a regional one, given 
the time and chance. 


mises made over a series of 
rallies by him, which include 
implementing the recom¬ 
mendations of the Swami- 
nathan Commission, in¬ 
creasing old age pension, 
providing electricity at half 
the price, and either giving 
jobs or an unemployment al¬ 
lowance of H0,000 a month 
to youth, would be incorpo¬ 
rated in the party manifesto. 

In 2005, Chander Mohan, 
a four-time Congress MLA, 
became the Deputy Chief Mi¬ 
nister in the Bhupinder 
Singh Hooda-led Congress 
government. 

Haryana goes to polls for 
the 90-member House on 
October 21. The votes will be 
counted on October 24. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Polling in the byelections to 
four Assembly seats - one 
each in Uttar Pradesh, 
Chhattisgarh, Tripura and 
Kerala - on Monday saw vo¬ 
ter turnouts ranging from 
about 51% to 70%. 

In the Hamirpur consti¬ 
tuency in Bundelkhand, Ut¬ 
tar Pradesh, a low turnout 
of 51% was recorded with in¬ 
cessant rain playing spoil¬ 
sport. 

The byelection was ne¬ 
cessitated after the incum¬ 
bent BJP MLA, Ashok Kumar 
Singh Chandel, along with 
nine associates, was sen¬ 
tenced to life for his involve¬ 
ment in the murder of five 
people of a political rival’s 
family in 1997. 

The BJP fielded another 
Thakur, Yuvraj Singh. 

IED defused 

The Dantewada byelection 
in Chhattisgarh saw a provi¬ 
sional turnout of 60% until 7 
p.m. 

The contest became ne¬ 
cessary after the death of 
BJP MLA Bhima Mandavi in 
a Maoist attack in April, two 
days before the Lok Sabha 
election. 

An improvised explosive 
device (IED) was defused on 
a road in Katekalyan block 
of the district, said Deputy 
Inspector General of Police 
(Anti-Naxal Operations) P. 
Sundarraj. 

Hoping to cash in on the 


sympathy factor, the BJP has 
fielded Mandavi’s wife Ojas- 
wi, to take on former Con¬ 
gress MLA Devti Karma, 
wife of former Leader of the 
Opposition Mahendra Kar¬ 
ma who was also killed by 
Maoists in 2013. 

70% in Badharghat 

The byelection to the Bad¬ 
harghat Assembly seat in 
Agartala passed off peace¬ 
fully, recording a turnout of 
70%. 

The seat fell vacant after 
the death of six- time MLA 
and former minister Dilip 
Sarkar. 

Elections officials said 
polling was free and fair 
though the opposition Con¬ 
gress and CPI(M) alleged 
threats and intimidation by 
supporters of ruling BJP. 

BJP candidate Mimi Ma- 
jumder denied the allega¬ 
tions and accused Congress 
candidate Tapan Chandra 
Das of trying to make an un¬ 
authorised entry in a polling 
station. 

High turnout in Pala 

Around 72% of people exer¬ 
cised their franchise in the 
Pala Assembly byelection in 
Kerala, a State Election 
Commission official said. He 
said no untoward incidents 
were reported. 

As many as 13 candidates 
are in the fray in the consti¬ 
tuency, which has an electo¬ 
rate of 1,79,107 voters. 

(With PTI inputs) 


Cong, will have 4 Deputy CMs: Hooda 

This will not be included in the party manifesto, says former Haryana CM 


Q Wlien the Congress forms 
the next government, we will 
have four Deputy Chief Ministers, 
to give representation to different 
communities, be it Backward Class, 
Scheduled Caste, Brahmin or Jat 

BHUPINDER SINGH HOODA, 

Former Haryana Chief Minister and Congress leader 



Healthy life a basic right, PM tells UN meet 

India ready to share experience in providing affordable healthcare with all developing nations 



Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressing a meeting on 
Universal Health Coverage in New York on Monday, -pti 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW YORK 

India’s experience and capa¬ 
bilities in providing afforda¬ 
ble healthcare is available 
for use to all developing 
countries. Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi told the first- 
ever high-level meeting on 
universal health coverage in 
New York on Monday, under¬ 
scoring that a healthy life is 
the right of every person. 

“The onus for this is on 
our government to make ev¬ 
ery possible effort to ensure 
this,” Mr. Modi said at the 
meeting, which will launch 
new efforts to provide access 
for all to affordable, inclusive 
and resilient health systems. 

Mr. Modi said India’s ef¬ 
forts on affordable health¬ 
care were not limited to just 


its own boundaries. 

“We have helped to pro¬ 
vide access to affordable 
healthcare by way of tele¬ 
medicine to several other 
countries especially African 
countries and we will conti¬ 
nue to do so. Our experience 
and our capabilities are 
available for use to all deve¬ 
loping countries,” he said. 

Mr. Modi began his en¬ 
gagements at the 74th Ses¬ 
sion of the UN General As¬ 
sembly by addressing the 
Climate Action Summit host¬ 
ed by Secretary General An¬ 
tonio Guterres on Monday in 
the General Assembly Hall. 

This was followed by his 
speech at the Universal 
Health Coverage meeting. 

Mr. Modi told the world 
leaders and Ministers at the 


summit that global welfare 
begins with people’s wel¬ 
fare, and health was an im¬ 
portant component of it and 
added that India had taken a 
holistic approach towards 
the health sector. 

He outlined the four main 


pillars of healthcare that In¬ 
dia focused on. 

“The first pillar is preven¬ 
tive healthcare. We have laid 
special emphasis on yoga, 
Ayurveda and fitness,” he 
said. 

The second pillar for India 


is affordable healthcare and 
under this the government 
has rolled out the world’s lar¬ 
gest health insurance 
scheme - Ayushman Bharat. 
Under this scheme, 500 mil¬ 
lion poor people have been 
given the facility of free 
treatment worth up to 
^500,000 every year. 

For India, the third pillar 
is improvements on the sup¬ 
ply side and the government 
has taken several “historic 
steps” for quality medical 
education and medical in¬ 
frastructure development. 

Highlighting the fourth 
pillar of “mission mode in¬ 
tervention”, Mr. Modi said if 
mothers and children are 
healthy, this will lay the 
foundation for a healthy so¬ 
ciety. 


Fissures in 
Bihar’s‘grand 
alliance’ 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

PATNA 

With the announcement of 
by-polls for five Assembly 
seats and one Lok Sabha 
seat in Bihar, scheduled for 
October 21, allies in the 
mahagathbandhan (grand 
alliance) on Monday began 
staking their claim to the 
seats. 

Alliance partner Hindus¬ 
tani Awam Morcha (Secu¬ 
lar) led by Jitan Ram Manj- 
hi staked claim over the 
Nathnagar seat in Bhagal- 
pur. Rashtriya Janata Dal 
leaders said their party 
would contest in four seats. 

The Congress, another 
ally, said all allies should 
accept fewer numbers of 
seats and work for the vic¬ 
tory of the ‘grand alliance.’ 


Sonia, Manmohan visit Chidambaram 

The former Minister has been lodged at Tihar jail over corruption charges 



Former PM Manmohan Singh and Sonia Gandhi arriving at the 
Tihar jail to visit P. Chidambaram on Monday. ■ pti 


RSS think tank comes out 
with survey on women 


SAND EEP PHUKAN 

NEW DELHI 

Former Prime Minister Man¬ 
mohan Singh, who along 
with Congress president So¬ 
nia Gandhi visited former Fi¬ 
nance Minister P. Chidamba¬ 
ram in Tihar jail on Monday, 
said the whole system would 
collapse if Ministers were pe¬ 
nalised for approving mere 
recommendations. 

Accompanied by Mr. Chi¬ 
dambaram’s son and Con¬ 
gress Lok Sabha member 
Karti Chidambaram, the visit 
is meant to signal that the 
Congress is ready to politi¬ 
cally take on the Narendra 
Modi-led government over 
corruption charges filed 
against party leaders. 

Dr. Singh, in a statement, 
said, “No decision can be ta¬ 
ken by any single person. All 
decisions are collective, re¬ 
corded in files... Minister 



Chidambaram approved the 
unanimous recommenda¬ 
tion.” The former Prime Mi¬ 
nister said, “The whole sys¬ 
tem will collapse if a Minister 
is liable for approving mere¬ 
ly a recommendation.” 

For Ms. Gandhi, after 1978 
when former Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi was lodged in 
Tihar jail , Monday’s visit 



was only the second time 
when she visited the jail. 

Mr. Chidambaram has 
been in jail under judicial 
custody since September 5, 
facing corruption charges in 
the INX Media case. 

He was arrested on Au¬ 
gust 21 and initially kept at 
the Central Bureau of Inves¬ 
tigation headquarters. 



The Congress has termed 
the charges against the form¬ 
er Finance Minister a “para¬ 
mount example of political 
vendetta.” 

“Ms. Gandhi has always 
been supporting my father. 
She reiterated that to him 
personally,” Mr. Karti told 
The Hindu after the meeting 
and added, “My father and 
my family are grateful to Ms. 
Gandhi and Dr. Singh for vis¬ 
iting and extending their 
support to him. It is a big 
boost to us.” 

“I have asked my family to 
tweet on my behalf the fol¬ 
lowing: I am honoured that 
Smt. Sonia Gandhi and Dr. 
Manmohan Singh called on 
me today. As long as the 
@INCIndia party is strong 
and brave, I will also be 
strong and brave,” Mr. Chi¬ 
dambaram’s official handle 
tweeted after his meeting. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

There appears to be a crisis 
in the rate at which women 
are dropping out of educa¬ 
tion and schools, according 
to a report by a Pune-based 
RSS-linked think tank, 
Drishti Stree Adhyayan 
Prabhodhan Kendra. 

The organisation has re¬ 
commended that the Union 
and the State governments, 
along with NGOs, focus on 
programmes to reduce the 
dropout rate in general and 
among the Scheduled Caste 
category at the primary and 
middle levels in particular. 

The report, based on ov¬ 
er two years of research 
(between 2017 and 2018), 
was conducted across 29 
States, five Union Territories 
and 465 districts, 70 of them 
in border areas. It will be re¬ 
leased by RSS chief Mohan 
Bhagwat on Tuesday. More 


than 43,255 women above 
18 years of age were inter¬ 
viewed for the survey. 

Spiritually inclined wo¬ 
men having no family and 
source of income are the 
happiest in the country, said 
the survey though only 
6,000 claimed to be into 
spirituality in a big way. 

In terms of religion, the 
highest percentage of em¬ 
ployment was among Chris¬ 
tian women, followed by 
Hindus, Buddhists, Muslims 
and Jains. The percentage of 
employment was the lowest 
among Sikh women, the sur¬ 
vey says. 

In terms of caste, it says, 
the employment rate is 
highest among women from 
the Scheduled Tribes, and 
the lowest in the general 
caste. Self-employment is al¬ 
so taken into consideration 
while counting women who 
are employed. 


• • • 
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Intelligence inputs warn of terror strike 

The general alert is going to continue till the festive season as militants may attempt a hit, say officials 



On guard: CRPF men standing guard in Srinagar on Monday. Army sources warn of major 
infiltration attempts along the Line of Control in the next three or four days. ■ nissar ahmad 


DINAK AR PERI 

NEW DELHI 

Intelligence inputs have 
warned of a possible terror 
attack during the festive sea¬ 
son, official sources said on 
Monday. Army sources said 
there were strong inputs of 
major infiltration attempts 
along the Line of Control 
(LoC) in the next three or 
four days. 

“There are alerts ahead of 
festivals where the probabili¬ 
ty of terror attacks is higher. 
There is a general alert along 
the border. This is going to 
continue till the festive sea¬ 
son as they may try to do so¬ 
mething,” an official source 
said. 

Referring to the recent de¬ 
velopments in J&K and Pakis¬ 
tan’s attempts to draw global 
attention, sources said Pakis¬ 
tan-based terror groups 


might try to do something af¬ 
ter the United Nations Gener¬ 
al Assembly and the Finan¬ 
cial Action Task Force (FATF) 
meeting in mid-October or 
after the FATF decision. 

The J&K police chief has 


said 60 foreign terrorists 
have infiltrated from across 
the border, to which Army 
sources said according to 
their assessment, there has 
been 10 to 12 infiltrations 
across the LoC. “There are 


strong inputs that there will 
be three or four infiltration 
attempts in the next three or 
four days mostly from the 
LoC in Reran, Uri and adjoin¬ 
ing sectors,” an Army source 
said. 


Going by the Army’s as¬ 
sessment, 450 to 500 terro¬ 
rists are prepared to infil¬ 
trate at launchpads and 
various camps. “There are 
strong inputs that there will 
be major infiltration at¬ 
tempts in the next three or 
four days mostly along the 
Line of Control,” a source 
said. 

60-odd camps 

On the statement of the Chief 
of the Army Staff, General Bi¬ 
pin Rawat, that there are 
some 500 terrorists waiting 
to infiltrate. Army sources 
said it was the overall num¬ 
ber along the border at 
launchpads and training 
camps. Two or three weeks 
ago, 60-odd camps were 
there across the border with 
some 250 terrorists waiting 
to cross, the source added. 


Won’t brook 
‘interference’: CJI 

Transfers, postings crucial matters’ 


Faith of Hindus will be 
hard to rebut, says SC 

Counsel says belief alone not enough for claiming title 


KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL 

NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court on Mon¬ 
day issued a general repri¬ 
mand against “interfe¬ 
rence” in judicial 
appointments and transf¬ 
ers, saying such intrusions 
did not “augur well” for the 
institution. 

The admonishment from 
a Bench led by Chief Justice 
of India (CJI) Ranjan Gogoi 
came in a petition filed by 
the Gujarat High Court Ad¬ 
vocates Association regard¬ 
ing a proposed appointment 
of Justice A. A. Kureshi. 

The CJI recorded in an or¬ 
der that matters of judicial 
appointments, postings and 
transfers went to the “root 
of the administration of jus¬ 
tice”. Judicial review was li¬ 
mited, says the order. “In¬ 
terference affects the 
system of administration of 
justice and, therefore, does 
not augur well for the insti¬ 
tution,” the CJI dictated the 
order. 

The Supreme Court Col¬ 
legium has come under in¬ 
tense public criticism with 
its September 5 recommen¬ 
dation to modify its May 10, 
2019 proposal to transfer 
Justice Kureshi to the Mad¬ 
hya Pradesh High Court as 
Chief Justice and instead 
shift him to the Tripura High 
Court. The Collegium had 
changed its mind after the 
government expressed its 
displeasure in two back-to- 
back letters on August 23 
and 27, following several 
months of silence, about 
Justice Kureshi taking 
charge of the Madhya Pra¬ 
desh High Court. 

Recently, Justice V.K. Ta- 
hilramani chose to resign as 
the Madras High Court Chief 
Justice when the Collegium 



proposed her transfer to the 
Meghalaya High Court. Ma¬ 
ny senior lawyers from the 
Madras High Court Bar op¬ 
posed the transfer, calling it 
“punitive”. 

Tahilramani’s case 

The Supreme Court was fi¬ 
nally compelled to issue a 
statement that Justice Tahil¬ 
ramani’s proposed transfer 
was in the best interests of 
administration of justice. It 
offered to reveal the reasons 
for it, if necessary. 

It is in the background of 
this roller-coaster flow of 
events that Chief Justice Go¬ 
goi Bench made the obser¬ 
vation in the judicial order. 

Senior advocate Arvind 
Datar, for the Gujarat la¬ 
wyers’ association, urged 
the Bench to keep the peti¬ 
tion on Justice Kureshi's ap¬ 
pointment pending. 

He said the petition 
should be kept alive till the 
government approved the 
September 5 recommenda¬ 
tion of the Collegium and 
notified the appointment of 
Justice Kureshi to the Tripu¬ 
ra High Court. The court 
agreed to the suggestion. 

“The modified recom¬ 
mendation of the Collegium 
has been put out in website. 
Proposal has been sent to 
the government... We ac¬ 
cept the submission by Mr. 
Datar,” the CJI recorded. 


LEGA L CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court on Mon¬ 
day said the faith of Hindus 
in the Ram Janmabhoomi 
had been a constant and it 
would be hard to rebut their 
belief. 

A Constitution Bench led 
by Chief Justice Ranjan Go¬ 
goi pointed out during the 
day-long hearing that even 
Muslim witnesses had testi¬ 
fied in the lower court that 
the disputed land was as 
sacred to Hindus as Mecca 
was for Muslims. 

The discussion touched 
on the aspect whether a 
physical manifestation of 
the deity was necessary to 
recognise it as a juristic 
personality. 

The court was delving in¬ 
to submissions made by se¬ 
nior advocate Rajeev Dha- 
van, for the Sunni Waqf 
Board, that a physical entity 
was necessary and an empty 
place could hardly form a ju¬ 
ristic person. 

Adventure 
policy on the 
anvil: Rijiju 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GUWAHATI 

The Centre is working on 
an adventure policy to pro¬ 
mote certain destinations 
and activities that make 
adrenaline surge. India had 
never had such a policy 
that could impact sports 
and tourism. Union Sports 
Minister Kiren Rijiju said 
launching a Thailand air¬ 
line’s flight between Guwa- 
hati and Bangkok. 


DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT OF NCT OF DELHI 
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (NW) III 
OVER HEAD TANK ASHOK VIHAR DELHI 
PRESS NIT NO. 50 (2019-201 


Item 

No. 

Name of Work 

Estimated Cost 

Date of release of tender in 
E-procurement solution 

Last date/time of 
receipt of tender 
through e procure¬ 
ment 

1. 

Replacement of old/corroded 100 mm dia 
internal and 200 mm dia below drain pe¬ 
ripheral Cl water line by new Dl water line 
in UP block, Pitampura, AC-14, (NW) III. 

Rs. 36,04,887/- 

Tender ID No. 

2019 DJB 180446 1 on 
19.09.2019 at 11.33 AM 

04.10.2019 

Up to 3:00 PM 

2. 

P/L 300 mm dia HDPE pipe additional 
outfall sewer line by trenchless method 
unde subsoil water condition for VP, 

WP & YP block, PITAMPURA, AC-14, 
(NW) III. 

Rs. 39,00,338/- 

Tender ID No. 

2019 DJB 180446 4 on 
19.09.2019 at 12.04 AM 

04.10.2019 

Up to 3:00 PM 


Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in. 

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER) 

Advt. No. J.S.V. 384/2019-10 Ex. Engineer (NW) III 


Andhra Pradesh Medical Services & 
Infrastructure Development Corporation 

APMSIDC, Plot No.9, Survey No.49, IT Park, Mangalagiri, Guntur District-522503 



A five-judge Constitution 
Bench headed by Chief Jus¬ 
tice Ranjan Gogoi was ques¬ 
tioning senior advocate Ra¬ 
jeev Dhavan, appearing for 
the Muslim parties, on 
whether the divinity and the 
“exact form” of an idol or a 
deity were necessary to hold 
that they had a “juristic 
personality”. 

Mr. Dhavan said that be¬ 
lief alone could not be the 
sole foundation for claiming 
title and according juristic 
status to the janmasthan 
(birthplace). 

On the 29th day of the 
hearing in the politically 
sensitive case, he, however. 


strongly pitched for granting 
respect to Lord Ram and Al¬ 
lah in a diverse country like 
India. 

“If Lord Ram and Allah 
are not respected, then this 
great nation will split apart,” 
Mr. Dhavan submitted. 

He objected to the move 
to make the birthplace a par¬ 
ty to the lawsuit filed on be¬ 
half of the deity Ram Lalla 
Viarajman for claiming ju¬ 
ristic status for the sacred 
land. Mr. Dhavan said the 
Janmabhoomi had been 
made a party in the appeals 
to skip the legal impedi¬ 
ments of limitation and ad¬ 
verse possession. “They just 
say Lord Ram was born 
here. None of the contours 
of the area are mentioned 
anywhere in the plaint. The 
suit is thus merely a vehicle 
to destroy and build a tem¬ 
ple. They have argued that 
all existing structures be de¬ 
molished at Ram Janmab¬ 
hoomi and a new temple be 
constructed,” he said. 



CSIR ■ INDIAN INSTITUTE OF CHEMICAL BIOLOGY 

4, Raja S. C. Mullick Road, Jadavpur, 
Kolkata - 700032 


SHORT TENDER NOTICE 



CSIR-Indian Institute of Chemical Biology, Kolkata intends 
to invite online tenders (e-Tenders) from eligible contractors 
/ firms for the following work : e-Tender ID No. : 2019_CSIR_ 
32475_1. Name of work : Major Repair and Renovation of 
Animal House at CSIR-IICB, Salt Lake Campus, Kolkata to 
facilitate Animal Experimentation Facility at CSIR-IICB, Salt 
Lake Campus. Estimated Cost : ^ 198.00 Lakh. Publication 
Date & Time in CPP : 24.09.2019 at 15:00 Hrs. For further 
details about eligibility criteria and other information visit 
website www.iicb.res.in/tender.html/and 
https://etenders.gov.in/eprocure/app 



RAICHUR POWER 
CORPORATION LIMITED 


(YERMARUS THERMAL POWER STATION) 



_ CIN-U40101KA2009PLC049582 _ 

No: KPCL/2019-20/EL/WORKJNDENT8876 Date: 20.09.2019 


SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION 


(Through e-Procurement portal only) 

Two part tenders are invited from Class-1 or above Licensed. 
Electrical contractors having adequate financial resources, 
past experience for executing the work of “ Providing 
Illumination to RSMY track No 9,10 and 11 from inhaul 
and outhaul side near WT-2 inside YTPS”. The tender 
shall be submitted through e-portal only on 
www.eproc.karnataka.aov.in under the category “Works”. 
Amount put to tender: Rs.18,73,534/-,EMD: Rs.47,000/- 
.Contract period: 30days from the date of issue of 
clearance/work front. Last date and time of quires/ Clarification 
(during working hours): 26.09.2019 at 15.30 hrs. Last 
date and time of receipt of Tender:28.09.2019 
at 15:00 hrs. Date and time for opening of Technical 
bid (Part l):30.09.2019 at 11:30 hrs. Date and time for opening 
Price bid (Part II): 01.10.2019 at 11:30 hrs. All relevant details of 
the bids are available in the above mentioned 
e-Portal. Further details can be had from office of 
the Executive Engineer (PS), RPCL,YTPS,Yermarus- 
584134, Raichur District.Mobile: + 91-94482 90799. 
e-mail: eepsytps@karnatakapower.com. 


Tenders are invited through e-procurement platform (online). 

Tender Notice No: 43(19-20)/APMSIDC/Medicine Wing/2019-21, 
Dt:23.09.2019 

Procurement of General Medicines (Item: Sodium Dichloroisocynurate 
35 mg) from Manufacturers and Direct importers. 

Tender Notice No: 44(19-20)/APMSIDC/Medicine Wing/2019-21, 
Dt:23.09.2019. 

Procurement of Surgical and Consumables from Manufacturers and 
Direct importers. 

Tender Notice No: 45(19-20)/APMSIDC/Medicine Wing / 2019-21, 
Dt:23.09.2019. 

Procurement of Reserved surgical consumable / products (a). Absorbent 
Cotton 500gms Net, (b). Bandage Cloth (Medical) 20mx100cm from 
local SSI units and Hand Loom Manufacturing Units for on Rate contact 
for period of two years. 

For complete details, please visit Website: 
https://tender.apeprocurement.aov.in from 24.09.2019. 

APMSIDC will reserve the right to cancel the tender at any time without 
assigning any reasons. 

DIPR 149PP/CL, Dt.23/09/2019 Sd/ " Managing Director 


-1 /SEC URITY PRINTING P R ESS 

(^-mn MRi^fcT tjsv 0 ' cTSTT PmTui Phih fc-tRi<Ls ^T 
A Unit of Security Printing & Minting Corporation of India Ltd.) 

<-iK "Efr 11*4rcnSftT/ Wholly owi\ed by Govt.of India 

-d<=hH Id / Mint Compound : Saifabad / HYDERABAD-500063 

CIN - U22213 DL 2006 GOI144763 GSTIN : 36AAJCS6111J1Z9 


fTWPT/Ph: +91-40-23253621 O-xw/Fax : + 91-40-23456687 'f-'frcT/email : spp.hyd@spmcil.com 

No. SPPH/A-ll/Adv/2019/3240 Date: 24-09-2019 


R+-1 foiled HTcT^infd % fefir ■qr^r affc zffrq- fqfqc^T ^cff-3Tt 3HiHldd viiicl 

Sealed tenders are invited from eligible and qualified tenderers for supply of following: 

fdidqi +Jx4dl / Notice Inviting Tender (NIT) 


sF.^T. 

SI. 

No. 

Hid / *|qiC( fq<q< u l 

Brief Description 
of Goods / Services 

Tender No. 

H Id 1 

Quantity 

Pilqqiart mF<i % fd^ 
cii<Kq efte 

Closing Date and Time (1ST) 
for Receipt of Tenders 

1 

11 TR and 8.5 TR Package and Ductable ACs 
with accessories 

6000013760 

4 Nos. 

29-10-2019 at 10:45 AM 

2 

Supply, Installation, Commissioning & Testing 
of Chiller 200 TR with Complete Accessories 

6000013799 

2 Nos. 

3 

Contactless Chip based Smart Cards 

6000013814 

1,00,000 Nos 

4 

NJS Gr-I Paper Reels (PQB Tender) 

SPPH/A-II/E- 
236/NJSP- 
Gr.l/2019/3241 

1,10,000 Kgs 

08-11-2019 at 10:45 AM 


Fm< u i http://spphyderabad.spmcil.com.yohiRw %4T wtottt/ 
For further details, please visit our website at http://spphyderabad.spmcil.com & any amendment / corrigendum will be published on website only. 
_fTRTT/Sd/- Manager (TO) & CPSO for General Manager) 



Common platform: Narendra Modi endorsed Donald Trump at the 'Howdy, Modi!' event, -afp 


Congress calls out Modi’s 
endorsement of Trump 

Convention of not taking sides in other nations bypassed 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Congress on Monday ac¬ 
cused Prime Minister Naren¬ 
dra Modi of bypassing a 
“time-honoured conven¬ 
tion” of not interfering in the 
domestic elections of anoth¬ 
er country by “actively cam¬ 
paigning” for U.S. President 
Donald Trump at the ‘How- 
dyModi!’ event in Houston. 

Senior Congress leader 
Anand Sharma said India 
should not be seen to be tak¬ 
ing sides and Prime Minister 
Modi should have avoided 
the slogan “Ab lei baar 
Trump sarkar (Trump presi¬ 
dency this time again)”. 

‘Bipartisan partnership’ 

“We have a strategic partner¬ 
ship between India and the 
United States of America 
which is bipartisan, which 
we fully endorse. But, there 
is a time-honoured conven¬ 
tion of India’s foreign policy 
that when we engage with 
the foreign governments or 
the President or Prime Mi¬ 
nister when on foreign soil, 
we do not take part in the 
domestic electoral politics,” 
Mr. Sharma said. 

“We wish the Prime Mi¬ 
nister for his visit. We hope 
that President Trump would 
appreciate the Indian dias¬ 
pora greeting him when the 


Unprecedented 
and strange, 
says CPI(M) 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

The Left parties on Monday 
hit out at Prime Minister Na¬ 
rendra Modi, saying his “vir¬ 
tually campaigning” for Pre¬ 
sident Donald Trump at the 
“Howdy, Modi!” event was 
“strange” and “unprece¬ 
dented”. 

“In India we never allow 
any foreigner to campaign in 
our domestic elections, and 
our PM is going there and 
virtually campaigning for 
President Trump and raising 
the same slogan used in In¬ 
dia - as Ablci baar Trump ki 
Sarkar. This is something 
that’s unprecedented,” CPI 
(M) general secretary Sita- 
ram Yechury told 
presspersons. 


Prime Minister was there 
But, we hope the Prime Mi¬ 
nister would get President 
Trump to agree to restore all 
the cuts on H-1B visas, re¬ 
duce the fees and again res¬ 
tore the Generalized System 
of Preferences so that Indian 
exports can get access to the 


U.S. markets,” he added. 

Former Finance Minister 
P. Chidambaram, currently 
in Tihar jail, responded sar¬ 
castically to Mr. Modi’s “Eve¬ 
rything is fine in India” 
remark. 

“Except for unemploy¬ 
ment, loss of existing jobs, 
lower wages, mob violence, 
lockdown in Kashmir and 
throwing Opposition leaders 
in prison,” Mr. Chidamba¬ 
ram tweeted through his 
family. 

Congress leader Jairam 
Ramesh referred to U.S. 
House majority leader De¬ 
mocrat Steny Hoyer’s refe¬ 
rence to Mahatma Gandhi 
and Jawaharlal Nehru in his 
speech. 

“I'm glad that PM Modi 
was reminded of the contri¬ 
butions of Nehru by the 
House Majority Leader in 
Houston,” Mr. Ramesh said. 

Congress MP Abhishek 
Singhvi said, “It was abso¬ 
lutely unexpected for Modi- 
ji. While the achievements 
of Nehruji and Gandhi ji 
were being mentioned, his 
(Modi's) expressions were 
worth seeing,” he tweeted in 
Hindi. 

Congress leader Milind 
Deora, however, said Mr. 
Modi’s address was a mo¬ 
mentous first for India’s soft 
power diplomacy. 


H KERALA STATE POLLUTION 
CONTROL BOARD 

Central laboratory, Gandhi Nagar, Kochi 682 020 
Ph: 09447975741, www.keralapcb.nic.in, 
email: kspcbclekm@gmail.com 


No: PCB/CL/AMR/LC-MSMS/2019 Date: 16.09.2019 
e-TENDER NOTICE 
e-Tenders invited for the supply and 
installation of LCMS-MS. 

1. Tender id : 2019_KSPCB-299701_1 
Clossing date : 11.10.2019 at 4.00 PM 
Details available in the site 
www.etenders.kerala.gov.in & 

www.keralapcb.nic.in sd/- 
Chief Environmental Scientist (l/C) 



E-TENDER NOTICE 


AAI Cargo logistic and Allied 
Services co Ltd re invites Item rate 
tenders through the E-Tendering 
portal by Regional Manager 
AAICLAS Chennai on behalf of 
Chairman, AAICLAS from 
Interested Agencies for 1) Provision 
of modified type of enclosure for 
ASRS BINs AAICLAS, Integrated 
Cargo Complex, Meenambakkam, 
Chennai, with Estimated cost of 
? 1,81,97,955/- (Tender ID 
2019_AAICLAS_32412_1 ) and 2) 
Expansion of Export truck dock at 
Integrated complex Chennai SH 
Covering of Open Area at Air cargo 
complex - Phase 1 with estimated 
cost of ? 1,12,06,786/- (Tender ID 
2019_AAICLAS_32419_1 ). For 
detailed information log to CPP 
e-Procurement portal reference 
https://etenders.gov.in/eprocure 
/app or www.aai.aero. Further 
clarification / corrigendum if any will 
be notified through e-procurement 
portal at https://etenders.gov. 
i n/e p roc u re/a pp 


Regional Manager AAICLAS 





Coal India Limited 

A Maharatna Company 

Notice lor Open e-Tender 


(1) Open a-Tender No.: Cl Lf 
CS/Secretarial Audiior/2019/01 
dated 19.09.2019; (2) Item 
description: Appointment of 
Secretarial Auditor lor a period of 
3 years from 2019-20: 
(3) Estimated Tender Value: 
Rs. 17.70 Lakhs: (4) Tender 
Document: There will be no 
physical sale of tender document. 
The complete tender documents 
can only be downloaded from Coal 
India Limited website (www. 
coalmdia.in), Cenlral Public 
Procurement Portal [www, 
eprocure.gov. in} and CIL's 
e-Procurement Portal (http:// 
coalindiatenders.nic.in). Ah 
necessary details may be seen 
from the lender document 
available in the above websites, 
_ Co. Secretary, OIL 


SOUTHERN RAILWAY 


CARRIAGE & WAGON WORKS 
Tender Notice No.CWBOXNR200 dt.21.09.2019 


For and on behalf of the President of India, Chief Workshop Manager, Carriage 
& Wagon Works, Southern Railway, Perambur, Chennai - 23 invites e-tender for 
the following work as per the tender notice given in e-tender portal 

www.ireps.gov.in 


Name of work: Up-gradation and Rehabilitation of BOXN into BOXNR Wagon 
in the premises of Carriage & Wagon Workshop, Perambur. 


Approximate 
Cash value 
(Rs.) 


Earnest Money 
Deposit 
(Rs.) 


Bidding start 
date 


Tender closing 
date and time 


Cost of 
Tender form 
(Rs.) 


Period of 
completion 
in months 


( 1 ) 


( 2 ) 


(3) 


(4) 


(5) 


( 6 ) 


20,68,82,400/- 


11,84,400/- 


10.10.2019 


24.10.2019 
at 15.00 Hrs. 


11 , 200 /- 


15 


Similar Nature of Work: Rebuilding/Rehabilitation/Renewal/Corrosion repair 
attention of Rolling Stock (Coach/Wagon/DEMU/MEMU/SPART/Locomotive/ 
Metro Coach) in any unit of Indian Railways/Public Sector Undertaking units. 
Website Address: www.ireps.gov.in 

Office Address: Chief Workshop Manager, Carriage & Wagon Works, Southern 
Railway,Ayanavaram, Chennai-600 023. , , 

Chief Workshop Manager, 
Carriage & Wagon Works 


KARNATAKA URBAN WATER 
SUPPLY & DRAINAGE BOARD 

JALBHAVAN, BTM Layout, Bannerghatta Road, Bangalore - 560 029. 

Phone: 080 - 41106507 - 18, Fax: 080 - 26539206 / 41106504 
e-mail: cekwbbng@gmail.com, Website: https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in 


CORRIGENDUM - III 

(Through e-Procurement Portal Only) 

The Revised calendar of events for following pre qualified tender 
notification which was published in Daily Newspapers in “The Hindu” 
English Daily, South India Edition and in “Vijaya Karnataka” Karnataka 
Edition on 13-07-2019 and Corrigendum issued vide No. 
KWB/CE(B)/TMK-STP-PQ/1154/2019-20 dtd. 21-08-2019 in the 
e-procurement portal and Corrigendum-ll issued vide No. 
KWB/CE(B)/TMK-STP-PQ/1294/2019-20 dtd. 04-09-2019 in the 
e-procurement portal and in Daily Newspapers in “The Hindu” 
English Daily, South India Edition and in “Vijaya Karnataka” Karnataka 
Edition on 10-09-2019 is as follows. 

Tender No.: KUWSDB/CE(B)/STP-SBR-TMK/721/2019-20 Dtd: 11-07-2019 
Tender for Pre-qualification with Joint venture for work of Part-1: 
Design, Construction, Supply, Installation, Testing and commissioning 
of Civil, Mechanical, Electrical and Instrumentation works of 25 MLD 
Capacity Sewage Treatment Plant of Sequential Batch Reactor (SBR) 
Technology in Tumakuru city (Lump sum) Part-ll: Operation and 
Maintenance of Implemented Sewage Treatment Plant for a period of 
Five Years including defect liability period (Lump sum per Year) under 
2nd stage UGD scheme to Tumakuru city. 

Revised Calendar of Events : 


1. 

Last date and time for receipt of RQ. 

30-09-2019 


applications in the e-procurement portal 

upto 17.30 hours. 

2. 

Date & Time of Opening of the RQ. 

04-10-2019 


applications. 

after 11.30 hours. 


The other terms and conditions in the Tender notification remain 
unaltered. CJ/ 


CHIEF ENGINEER (B), 
KUWS & D BOARD, BENGALURU 


CM 


• • 


A ND-NDE 
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40 Afghan civilians killed 
in raid near wedding party 

House used by the Taliban was located next to the bride’s home 



Villagers carrying a body on a stretcher outside 
a hospital in Lashkar Gah, Afghanistan, on Monday. ■ afp 


ELSEWHERE 



Israeli President invites 
leaders to break deadlock 


JERUSALEM 

Israel's President Reuven 
Rivlin invited the two main 
victors - Benjamin 
Netanyahu and Benny Gantz 
— from the country's neck- 
and-neck election to meet on 
Monday, seeking to break a 
deadlock that has 
complicated his task of trying 
to choose the country's next 
Prime Minister, ap 

Trial opens in France over 
weight loss pill deaths 

PARIS 

France's medicines watchdog 
and pharma firm Servier went 
on trial on fraud and 
negligence charges on 
Monday over the use of a 
diabetes pill prescribed for 
weight loss. At least 500 
people are thought to have 
died in France after taking the 
drug Mediator in a health 
scandal that was the subject 
of a 2016 French movie called 
750 Milligrams, afp 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

UNITED NATIONS 

President Donald Trump on 
Monday dismissed the threat 
of impeachment over allega¬ 
tions that he tried to pres¬ 
sure Ukraine’s leader into in¬ 
vestigating his 2020 election 
rival Joe Biden. 

Asked if he was taking the 
threat from some Democrats 
seriously, Mr. Trump an¬ 
swered: “Not at all seriously.” 

U.S. media reports re¬ 
vealed that an intelligence 
community whistleblower 
had filed a report after be¬ 
coming alarmed at Mr. 
Trump’s alleged attempt to 


REUT ERS 

HELMAND/ICABUL 

At least 40 civilians attend¬ 
ing a wedding party were 
killed by explosions and gun¬ 
fire during a raid by U.S.- 
backed Afghan government 
forces on an Islamist militant 
hideout, officials in Helmand 
province said on Monday. 

The raid, days after a U.S. 
drone strike aimed at mili¬ 
tants hiding among farmers 
killed 32 pine nut harvesters, 
showed how civilians have 
borne the brunt of a war that 
has re-intensified since U.S.- 
Taliban peace talks col¬ 
lapsed two weeks ago. 

Afghan officials said a 
house being used by the Tali¬ 
ban to train suicide bombers 
was located adjacent to the 
bride’s home that came un¬ 
der fire during Sunday 
night’s commando assault in 
the Musa Qala area of Hel¬ 
mand province. 



Donald Trump 


pressure Ukrainian Presi¬ 
dent Volodymyr Zelensky in 
a phone call. 

Mr. Trump has confirmed 
that he discussed what he 
says was corruption by Mr. 
Biden’s family during the call 


On Monday, 30-year-old 
Musa Qala resident Moham¬ 
mad Salim carried bodies of 
cousins and relatives to a bu¬ 
rial ground from a house 
decorated for his sister-in- 
law’s wedding. 

Mr. Salim and two senior 
provincial government offi¬ 
cials said 40 people, includ¬ 
ing 12 children, were killed at 
the wedding venue when Af¬ 
ghan forces swooped on the 


but denies applying pressure 
on Mr. Zelensky. 

“We had a perfect phone 
call,” he told reporters. “Eve¬ 
rybody knows it’s just a De¬ 
mocrat witch hunt.” 

Mr. Trump has spent 
much of his first term fight¬ 
ing off allegations that he be¬ 
nefited from Russian-spon¬ 
sored interference during his 
surprise 2016 win over oppo¬ 
nent Hillary Clinton. 

According to some reports 
Mr. Trump tried to pressure 
Mr. Zelensky to go after Bi¬ 
den by temporarily with¬ 
holding U.S. military aid to 
Ukraine. 


house used by Taliban and 
Al-Qaeda militants to train 
suicide bombers. “We were 
going to the bride’s house for 
the henna ceremony, some 
of us were outside and some 
inside, (when) suddenly the 
battle began... We told the 
security forces that we were 
not members of the Tali¬ 
ban,” Mr. Salim said. 

“But both sides ended up 
killing civilians,” he said. 

Xi may visit 
Nepal after 
Huawei deal 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Chinese President Xi Jinp¬ 
ing is expected to visit Ne¬ 
pal in October, according 
to sources. The possible vi¬ 
sit comes days after Nepal’s 
Chaudhary Group (CG) 
signed a deal with Chinese 
telecom major Huawei for 
5G-ready network in the 
Himalayan country. 

The tie-up comes in the 
backdrop of continued dis¬ 
cussion in India over 
whether to let Huawei en¬ 
ter into 5G domain in view 
of security concerns. 


‘Not worried about impeachment’ 

U.S. President says ‘it’s just a Democrat witch hunt’ 


Trump calls Modi’s statement 
on Pak. terror ‘very aggressive’ 



U.S. President Donald Trump with Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan in New York, -nyt 

Kashmir issue at UN’ 


U.S. President 
reiterates offer 
to mediate 

SRIRAM LAKSHMAN 

NEW YORK 

U.S. President Donald 
Trump labelled as “very ag¬ 
gressive” a statement from 
Prime Minister Modi (on Pa¬ 
kistan’s role in terror) at the 
‘Howdy, Modi!’ event at 
Houston on Sunday. Mr. 
Trump also said he did not 
realise the statement would 
be made and said it was well 
received in the room. 

“You have two big coun¬ 
tries and they are warring 
countries, and they've been 
fighting. I heard a very ag¬ 
gressive statement yester¬ 
day, not to say that I was 
there. I didn't know I was go¬ 
ing to hear that statement- 
...but I was sitting there, I 
heard a very aggressive 
statement yesterday, from 
India, from the Prime Minis¬ 
ter, and I will say it was very 
well received within room... 
that was a big room 59,000 
people. But it was a very ag¬ 
gressive statement,” Mr. 
Trump said. 

Mr. Trump’s comments 
were made to the press, 
which he addressed along 
with Pakistan Prime Minister 
Imran Khan prior to their bi¬ 
lateral meeting. Pakistan’s 
Foreign Minister Shah Meh- 
mood Qureshi and Ambassa¬ 
dor to the United States Asad 
Majeed Khan were also 
present. 

Mediation role 

Mr. Trump also repeated his 
offer to mediate, saying he 
had a good relationship with 
both leaders and was “ready, 
willing and able” to mediate 
on the issue. 

“I also have a very good 
relationship with India. I 


‘Will raise 

SUHA SINI HAIDAR 

NEW YORK 

Vowing to take up what he 
called his “worries” about 
“Hindu supremacy” in India 
and the situation in Kashmir 
post-revocation of Article 
370 with leaders at the Unit¬ 
ed Nations General Assemb¬ 
ly, Pakistan’s Prime Minister 
Imran Khan said here that 
he wanted a “reset in ties” 
with India, but had been re¬ 
buffed. In his first reaction to 
the mega-rally by Prime Mi¬ 
nister Narendra Modi and 
President Trump on Sunday, 
Mr. Khan said the Modi go¬ 
vernment was “carrying out 
an RSS agenda” against Pa¬ 
kistan. 

“After the Pulwama at¬ 
tack, I had said [to the In¬ 
dian government], please 
give us any indication a Pa¬ 
kistani was involved. India 


have a good relationship 
with both. So if they decide 
to use that feeling ...among 
both...I think we can help 
out.” 

The White House readout 
of the Trump-Khan bilateral 


bombed us instead [Balakot 
strikes],” Mr. Khan said at 
the Council of Foreign Rela¬ 
tions. 

Links to terrorism 

While he didn’t react direct¬ 
ly to PM Modi’s comments 
on Pakistan’s links to terro¬ 
rism in the 9/11 attacks and 
26/11 attacks, Mr. Khan said 
he disagreed with President 
Trump’s assertion that India 
and the U.S. would together 
combat “radical Islamic ter¬ 
rorism”. “There is only one 
Islam, not moderate or radi¬ 
cal,” he said, indicating that 
he had watched the rally of 
Indian-Americans at Hous¬ 
ton’s NRG centre. 

Mr. Khan made the com¬ 
ments ahead of his bilateral 
meeting with President 
Trump in New York, his first 
since the talks with Taliban 


said the two leaders had dis¬ 
cussed de-escalation of In- 
dia-Pakistan tensions and 
the importance of dialogue 
as well as combating terror. 

“The two leaders dis¬ 
cussed opportunities to dee- 


were called off. He admitted 
that he had only learned of 
the U.S. decision to cancel a 
possible deal with the Tali¬ 
ban only through Mr. 
Trump’s tweet, and hoped 
the talks could be restarted. 
Both PM Modi and PM Khan 
will address the UN General 
Assembly on Friday. 

Significantly, the Pakista¬ 
ni Prime Minister did not de¬ 
ny the presence of terrorists 
in Pakistan, and even sug¬ 
gested that Al-Qaeda chief 
Osama Bin Laden had links 
with Pakistan Army. 

“I will say, the Pakistan 
Army trained al-Qaeda be¬ 
fore 9/11, so there were al¬ 
ways going to be links. Many 
in the Army didn’t agree 
with the policy change post 
9/11, when the same people 
we had trained were called 
terrorists,” Mr. Khan said. 


pen mutually beneficial 
energy cooperation and 
trade ties. They also dis¬ 
cussed ways to de-escalate 
tension between Pakistan 
and India, ” the White House 
said. 


Russia formally accepts 
+ 2015 Paris climate accord 

It first signed the deal in April 2016 


GoT and Fleabag take top prizes at the Emmys 

Billy Porter wins best lead actor in a drama while Chernobyl took home a total of 10 awards 



Glittering gala: (Left to right) Andrew Scott, Phoebe Waller- 
Bridge, Sian Clifford and Brett Gelman in Los Angeles, -afp 


REUT ERS 

MOSCOW 

Russia said it would imple¬ 
ment the 2015 Paris Agree¬ 
ment to fight climate change 
after Prime Minister Dmitry 
Medvedev on Monday ap¬ 
proved a government reso¬ 
lution signifying Moscow’s 
final acceptance of the deal. 

The same resolution said 
Russia would not technical¬ 
ly ratify the accord however 
due to a legal nuance. Mr. 
Medvedev said Moscow 
would adapt the accord to 
existing legal norms. It was 
unclear what, if any, the le¬ 
gal implications of failing to 
technically ratify the pact 
were. 

Russia is the world’s 
fourth largest emitter of 
greenhouse gases and the 


biggest emitter not to have 
ratified the landmark global 
climate deal. 

In Monday’s government 
resolution, Russia said it did 
not need to ratify the agree¬ 
ment because Moscow had 
already undertaken to ho¬ 
nour its commitments when 
it signed the deal in April 
2016. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Alexei Gordeyev said it was 
important for Russia to be 
part of the Paris accord so 
that it had a voice when it 
came to deciding any new 
measures to regulate green¬ 
house gas emissions. “And 
any regulatory measures 
that are drawn up will have 
to take into consideration 
our national interests as 
much as possible,” he said. 


JOHN KOBLIN 

LOS ANGELES 

HBO’s Game of Thrones 
made television history at 
the 71st Primetime Emmy 
Awards on Sunday, winning 
for best drama series. The 
sprawling fantasy series, 
which had its finale in May 
after eight seasons of blood 
and intrigue, won 12 Emmys 
for its swan-song season, ad¬ 
ding to its record total for the 
most wins of any television 
drama ever. 

The night was also huge 
for Amazon, which won the 
best comedy award, thanks 
to Fleabag, a series that grew 
out of a 2014 one-woman 
show by its creator, Phoebe 
Waller-Bridge. 

Ms. Waller-Bridge won 
three Emmys on the night, 
including for best actress in a 


comedy, a win that came as 
an upset. The much-decorat¬ 
ed Julia Louis-Dreyfus, the 
star of Veep, failed to win 
that award for the first time 
in the show’s seven seasons. 
Ms. Waller-Bridge also won 
in the category of best writ¬ 
ing for a comedy series. 


She has said that the 
show’s second season would 
be its last - and seemed to be 
sticking with her decision to 
end it. “To be honest, this 
feels like the most beautiful 
way to say goodbye,” she 
said. 

As if to emphasise Ama¬ 


zon’s strong performance, 
even Alexa made an appea¬ 
rance, announcing the name 
of the nominees for best ac¬ 
tress in a comedy as part of a 
bit put on by Stephen Col¬ 
bert and Jimmy Kimmel, 
who were presenters. 

Amazon’s The Marvelous 
Mrs. Maisel, won two 
awards, with Alex Borstein 
winning for best supporting 
actress and Tony Shalhoub 
taking the prize for best sup¬ 
porting actor. 

HBO steals the show 

In keeping with Emmy tradi¬ 
tion, HBO had a strong night 
overall, taking three of the 
top series awards, including 
a victory for a frequent win¬ 
ner, Last Week Tonight With 
John Oliver, as the year’s 
best talk show. The network 


also won in the category of 
best limited series for Cher¬ 
nobyl, which won 10 awards 
altogether. 

HBO took the crown this 
year, earning 34 Emmy wins 
compared to Netflix’s 27. 

For his work on Game of 
Thrones, Peter Dinklage won 
- for the fourth time - the 
award for best supporting 
actor in a drama. 

Billy Porter, one of the 
stars of FX’s New York City 
1980s ballroom-scene dra¬ 
ma, Pose, won best actor in a 
drama. 

It was the first time an 
openly gay black actor had 
won in the category. 

Jodie Comer, a star of BBC 
America’s Killing Eve, won 
for best actress in a drama. 
In doing so, she bested her 
castmate Sandra Oh. ny times 


20 lulled in 
protests in 
Indonesia 

AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

JAKARTA 

At least 20 people were 
killed and dozens more in¬ 
jured as fresh unrest erupt¬ 
ed in Indonesia’s restive 
Papua region on Monday, 
with some victims burned 
to death in buildings set 
ablaze by protesters, auth¬ 
orities said. 

Papua, on the western 
half of New Guinea island, 
has been gripped by weeks 
of violent protests fuelled 
by anger over racism, as 
well as fresh calls for self- 
rule in the impoverished 
territory. 

“Most of them died in a 
fire,” said Papua military 
spokesman Elco Daryanto. 
“The death toll could go up 
because many were 
trapped in burning kiosks.” 
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■ ACROSS 

1 Madly hire - taking on board 
sailor and pirate (8) 

5 Nice is wrongly represented in 
Supreme Court... it is 
picturesque (6) 

10 Servant maid's initial 
attraction (5) 

11 Accuracy of composition by 
Numero Uno on return (9) 



12 Put an end to a kind of whiskey 
(6) 

13 Appropriate English spa town 
(not hot!) (8) 

15 Strand engineer with a child 
(5) 

17 Leave the decision to Penny 
(4,1,4) 

19 Briefly record confusion in 
quadrilateral (9) 

20 Edit and finish by morning (5) 

21 1 boarded hybrid car, 
catamaran and plane (8) 

23 Fit weapons to a German 
aircraft-carrier, initially, in 
fleet (6) 

27 Indian musical instrument's 
note is pure (9) 

28 Banned material that may be 
found next to trunk (5) 

29 He wears nothing except his 
birthday suit, perhaps, around 
commencement of dance after 
noon (6) 

30 State: "A Republican state" (8) 

■ DOWN 

1 Sells, I hear, wines (5) 

2 RAF CO A. Jon's flying "The 

Maid of Orleans" (4,2,3) 


3 Wag company's little 

microphone (5) 

4 Spot English Bond, for 

example (4) 

6 Mince tail and poach to 

produce sausage (9) 

7 A person from Kerala has a 

note from Nigeria (5) 

8 Anxious... CERN should be 

covered by cone before 
commencement of de¬ 
ionization (9) 

9 Blue Force, indeed (9) 

14 Spreading grease/fat results 
in articulation difficulties 
(5,4) 

15 Wild pubs supported by 
Scotsman (9) 

16 Spaces tall people need? 
Captain's cabins (9) 

18 Musical tops for surgeons (9) 

22 Drove around and wandered 
(5) 

24 Food secreted in Samurai 
tatami (5) 

25 Sailor on Yankee ship shows 
deep chasm (5) 

26 RIP ... a mourner may shed 
this (4) 
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FAITH 

A lesson for Garuda 

In Srimad Bhagavatam, a yogiswara named Hari tells king 
Nimi about the characteristics of bhagavatas, said P.T. Sesha- 
dri in a discourse. Hari says that a bhagavatha will not think 
of a devotee as inferior because of his place of residence. Pil- 
lai Lokachariar, in his Srivachana Bhushanam, mentions an 
incident in the life of Vainateya (Garuda) as an example of 
what happens to those who think poorly of a devotee who 
does not reside in a pilgrim centre. While Pillai Lokachariar 
briefly mentions the episode, Manavala Mamunigal, in his 
commentary, elaborated on the story. The story is about a 
lady named Sandili who was devoted to Vishnu. Her story is 
found in the Mahabharata. 

Galava was the sishya of Viswamitra. When the period of 
study was over, Galava asked the sage what he wanted as gu¬ 
ru dakshina. Viswamitra said that he wanted nothing, but 
when Galava insisted, the sage lost his temper and said, “Get 
me 800 white horses. Every one of them must have one 
black ear.” Garuda offered to help Galava find such horses. 
He carried Galava and they went to all the worlds looking for 
such horses. But they did not find any. 

Then they rested in the Rishabha hills. In those hills lived 
a devotee of the Lord, named Sandili. Garuda was very im¬ 
pressed with her knowledge and thought to himself that he 
should take Sandili to a sacred pilgrim centre. That was the 
proper place for her, not a remote hill, he thought. At once 
Garuda’s wings fell off. Garuda realised what his sin was. He 
had felt that the place where Sandili resided was not good 
enough for her. He had forgotten that a place where a devo¬ 
tee lives becomes a sacred place. Because he had forgotten 
this, his wings had dropped off. He then asks Sandili to for¬ 
give him and she does. And Garuda regained his wings. 



A ND-NDE 
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BUSINESS 15 


MARKET WATCH 


23-09-2019 % CHANGE 

Sensex 39,090 2.83 

US Dollar 70.94 0.00 

Gold 38,690 0.33 

Brent oil 64.22 -1.15 


1 NIFTY 50 1 


PRICE 

CHANGE 

Adani Ports. 

...410.95.. 

...30.25 

Asian Paints. 

1802.75. 

.131.75 

Axis Bank. 

725.50 

...45.15 

Bajaj Auto. 

2995.15 

...65.90 

Bajaj Finserv. 

8297.75 

.604.10 

Bajaj Finance. 

.4023.75.. 

.321.55 

Bharti Airtel. 

...348.00.. 

.-8.40 

BPCL. 

...450.85.. 

...47.00 

Britannia Ind. 

3053.65 

186.65 

Cipla. 

...448.90.. 

...-14.40 

Coal India. 

...202.70. 

.2.65 

Dr Reddys Lab. 

2767.25 

...-70.55 

Eicher Motors. 

19239.35 

1379.15 

GAIL (India). 

.... 141.30 

.6.60 

Grasim Ind. 

...759.30. 

.8.35 

HCL Tech. 

.1032.90. 

...-16.20 

HDFC. 

.2162.00. 

112.70 

HDFC Bank. 

1257.25. 

.... 57.65 

Hero MotoCorp. 

2820.35 

...-42.55 

Hindalco. 

...200.00.. 

.-2.15 

Hind Unilever. 

.2039.75. 

...70.00 

Indiabulls HFL. 

...437.70.. 

.9.30 

ICICI Bank. 

...446.30.. 

...28.80 

Indusind Bank. 

1511.55 

.... 91.95 

Bharti Infratel. 

263.80 

.4.65 

Infosys. 

...764.35.. 

...-40.65 

Indian OilCorp. 

...142.65.. 

.... 10.10 

ITC. 

...254.85.. 

.... 16.80 

JSW Steel. 

...243.70.. 

.5.60 

Kotak Bank. 

.1640.60.. 

101.75 

L&T. 

1528.50 

.117.00 

M&M. 

...565.00.. 

.-3.90 

Maruti Suzuki. 

.6897.85. 

.305.90 

NTPC. 

. 116.05. 

.-3.80 

ONGC. 

136.30 

.2.70 

PowerGrid Corp. 

...188.30.. 

.-7.90 

Reliance Ind. 

1239.20. 

. -15.15 

State Bank. 

313.75 

.... 12.05 

Sun Pharma. 

...409.45.. 

.-4.25 

Tata Motors. 

.... 127.90. 

.-5.35 

Tata Steel. 

377.35 

.8.80 

TCS. 

2015.80 

...-49.65 

Tech Mahindra. 

.682.80. 

...-18.05 

Titan. 

1311.80 

...48.25 

UltraTech Cement... 

.4391.10.. 

121.45 

UPL. 

...580.85.. 

.... 18.75 

Vedanta . 

...157.90.. 

.-1.05 

Wipro. 

239.35 

.-6.60 

YES Bank. 

.55.45 

.-0.05 

Zee Entertainment. 

...271.60.. 

...-29.80 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit 
except yen at 4 p.m. on September 23 


CURRENCY 

TT BUY 

TT SELL 

US Dollar. 

70.73 

.71.05 

Euro. 

.77.70.. 

.78.06 

British Pound. 

88.00 

88.41 

Japanese Yen (100) 

65.80 

66.11 

Chinese Yuan. 

.9.93 

.9.97 

Swiss Franc. 

71.33 

.71.66 

Singapore Dollar. 

51.32 

.51.56 

Canadian Dollar. 

53.25 

.53.50 

Malaysian Ringitt. 

16.92 

.17.01 


Source:lndian Bank 


BULLION RATES CHENNAI 


September 23 rates in rupees with pre¬ 
vious rates in parentheses 

Retail Silver (lg).51.4.(49.8) 

22 ct gold (1 g). 3612.(3580) 


Indices clock best-ever 2-day rally 

BSE gains 1,075 points on Monday; foreign investors turn significant buyers 


Cracker of a session 

Monday saw more than 1,600 stocks gaining ground as 
against 981 declines on the BSE 


39,500 



37,500 


9 a.m. 


1 p.m. 


4 p.m. 


SBI to link floating rate retail, 
MSME loans to repo rate 

Changes will become effective from October 1 this year 



RBI had mandated external benchmark-linked interest rate 
for faster transmission of policy rates, -somashekargrn 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

The strong surge in equities, 
that started on Friday on the 
back of a cut in corporate tax 
rates and other incentives 
for India Inc., continued on 
Monday with the benchmark 
indices registering their best- 
ever two-day rally. 

The 30-share Sensex 
gained 1,075.41 points, or 
2.83%, to close above the 
psychological 39,000-mark 
at 39,090.03. The index has 
gained almost 3,000 points 
- 2,996.56 to be precise - in 
just two trading sessions. 

Index constituents like 
L&T, ITC, Axis Bank, Kotalc 
Mahindra Bank, ICICI Bank, 
Asian Paints and Indusind 
Bank all gained more than 
6% each. Index heavy¬ 
weights like HDFC and HDFC 
Bank also gained 5.22% and 
4.86%, respectively. 

Meanwhile, the broader 
Nifty closed at 11,600.20, up 
326 points or 2.89%. 


Friday’s announcements 
have made market experts 
turn bullish on the outlook 
for the equity market on the 
back of expected improve¬ 
ment in corporate earnings. 

“The combination of mo¬ 
netary and fiscal stimulus 
should help revive India's 
growth rate... We raise our 
June 2020 BSE Sensex target 
from 40,000 to 45,000... re¬ 


flecting higher earnings 
prospects rather than higher 
multiples,” stated the latest 
India strategy report by Mor¬ 
gan Stanley. 

The global financial major 
expects the next set of trig¬ 
gers could be a rate cut by 
the Reserve Bank of India, 
disinvestment and sovereign 
bond issue, among others. 

Interestingly, foreign port¬ 


folio investors were signifi¬ 
cant buyers on Monday as 
provisional data pegged 
their net buying at ?2,684 
crore. Foreign investors have 
ended most days in the re¬ 
cent past as net sellers even 
as the government took steps 
to waive tax surcharge that 
was announced in the Union 
Budget. 

On the other hand, dom¬ 
estic institutional investors 
(Dlls), who had been sup¬ 
porting the markets with 
huge buying on a daily basis, 
were net buyers at £291 crore 
on Monday. 

Meanwhile, the renewed 
investor confidence was 
clearly visible with more 
than 1,600 stocks gaining 
ground on Monday, as 
against 981 declines. Some of 
the sectoral indices, repre¬ 
senting fast moving consum¬ 
er goods, financials, bank¬ 
ing, capital goods, consumer 
durables and energy, gained 
over 3% each. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

State Bank of India (SBI), the 
country’s largest lender, de¬ 
cided to link all the floating 
rate retail loans and loans to 
micro, small and medium 
enterprises (MSME) to the 
Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) 
repo rate, with effect from 
October 1. 

In July, SBI had linked 
home loans to the repo rate 
but decided to discontinue 
the product earlier this 
month after the RBI came 
out with guidelines, mandat¬ 
ing external benchmark- 
based floating rate products. 

Changes to product 

“SBI had introduced floating 
rate home loans effective Ju¬ 
ly 1, 2019. A few modifica¬ 
tions have been made in the 
scheme effective October 1, 
2019 to comply with the lat¬ 


est regulatory guidelines,” 
the bank said in a statement. 

In the earlier repo-linked 
home loan product, only the 
principal component was 
equated to the monthly in¬ 
stalment while from October 
1, both interest and principal 
will be equated to monthly 
instalments. 

The interest rate of the re¬ 
po rate-linked loan will be 


below the present structure 
of MCLR-linked loans. 

The RBI had mandated ex¬ 
ternal benchmark-linked in¬ 
terest rate to all banks for 
faster transmission of mone¬ 
tary policy rate. 

Linking floating rate loans 
to repo rate would mean ev¬ 
ery time there is a change in 
repo rate, interest rates will 
change automatically. 


Petronet tanks 5% after 
firm signs Tellurian deal 


ZEEL drops 9.6% on share sale 

Some lenders sell shares days before standstill pact ends 


Reliance Capital tanks 
after CARE downgrade 


‘Pact exposes Indian importer to risks’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Shares of Petronet LNG Li¬ 
mited (PLL) tanked 5.28% 
on Monday to 1252.75 on the 
back of signing an MOU with 
U.S. based Tellurian Inc. to 
to buy up to 5 million tonnes 
per annum (MTPA) of LNG 
from the Driftwood project, 
concurrent with equity 
investment. 

PLL will invest $2.5 bil¬ 
lion for 18% in Tellurian 
Inc.’s $28-billion Driftwood 
project in Louisiana to nego¬ 
tiate the purchase of 5 mtpa 
of LNG for 40 years. 

Analysts see this move as 
a significant shift from the 
firm’s current utility model 
and say that it exposes the 


company to gas price and 
project execution risk. 

“Prices will rise by 2025 
with significant upcoming li¬ 
quefaction capacity in the 
U.S. We would have pre¬ 
ferred PLL to enter into a 
purchase agreement with 
Driftwood, linked to Asian 
spot LNG prices which 
would have insulated PLL 
from price... risks,” said 
Edelweiss Research in a re¬ 
port. 

PLL’s board had only six 
months ago disfavoured 
such a deal with Tellurian, 
as the gas was available in 
plenty and no longer re¬ 
quired equity investments, 
sources said. 

(With PTI inputs) 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Some lenders of Zee Enter¬ 
tainment Enterprises Ltd. 
(ZEEL), who had entered in¬ 
to a standstill agreement ov¬ 
er repayment of debt till Sep¬ 
tember 30, sold shares days 
before the deadline ended. 

Last week, the media and 
entertainment company had 
secured from some of the 
lenders another six-month 
extension to repay debt. 
Lenders who did not agree 
to give more time sold the 
shares. 

Bulk deal 

According to NSE data. Cata¬ 
lyst Trusteeship sold 72.5 
lakh shares of ZEEL at 
£281.75 per share, thereby 
pegging the bulk deal value 


at £204.23 crore. 

While it could not be inde¬ 
pendently confirmed, the 
buzz in the market was that 
the lender sold shares on be¬ 
half of Kotak Mutual Fund. A 
spokesperson for Kotak Mu¬ 
tual Fund declined to 
comment. 

While Kotak Mutual Fund 
had an exposure of around 
^400 crore towards Essel 
Group, the company had re¬ 
paid about £200 crore early 
this month. 

"Essel Group confirms 
that the lenders who had not 
agreed to grant the exten¬ 
sion, have exited by selling 
the pledged shares of ZEEL. 
The other lenders, who va¬ 
lue the assets, have, in-prin- 
ciple, agreed to grant more 
time to the group,” a compa¬ 


ny spokesperson said. 

The share sale triggered a 
9.63% fall in ZEEL stocks to 
£272.10 on the BSE on a day 
when the broader indices 
rose close to 3%. Earlier this 
month, Essel Group com¬ 
pleted the first tranche of 
stake sale of ZEEL, its flag¬ 
ship entity, to Invesco Op- 
penheimer Developing Mar¬ 
kets Fund and partially 
repaid the borrowers. 

Essel Group had entered 
into an agreement to sell up 
to 11% promoter stake in Zee 
Entertainmentto the Fund. 
In the first tranche, the 
group sold 8.7% stake in 
ZEEL. 

Following the stake sale, 
lenders received 45-60% of 
the total outstanding from 
Zee Entertainment. 


Firm says agency move is unjustified 


SPECI AL CORREPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

On a day when the broader 
indices rose almost 3%, Anil 
Ambani-led Reliance Capital 
shares tanked 7.5% after 
Care Ratings downgraded 
the firm to default grade. 

The ratings agency down¬ 
graded the firm’s long-term 
debt, subordinate debt and 
market-linked debentures 
to D. The agency took the 
step after the firm failed to 
service debt in time. The 
reason cited was the recent 
instance of delay in servic¬ 
ing coupon on several non- 
convertible debentures by 
the company. 

The coupon was subse¬ 
quently serviced after a de- 



Anil Ambani 


lay of one working day. “The 
liquidity profile of the group 
continues to be under stress 
due to delay in raising funds 
from the asset monetisation 
plan and impending debt 
payments,” Care said. Re¬ 
liance Capital said the agen¬ 
cy’s action was ‘unjustified.’ 


It’s business as usual, says 
Thomas Cook India CMD 

U.K. firm ceased to be promoter in 2012 


HR integration, main focus of 
merger, says Indian Bank MD 

‘Common CBS platform to make process smoother’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI 

The integration of human re¬ 
sources (HR) would be the 
main focus area in the amal¬ 
gamation of Indian Bank and 
Allahabad Bank, said Pad- 
maja Chunduru, MD & CEO, 
Indian Bank. 

Addressing the first town 
hall meeting after the boards 
of the two lenders approved 
the amalgamation, she said 
in the process, the banks 


Miunill LK1IIR 



Technology and HR integration are the two issues facing the 
combined entity, says Padmaja Chunduru. ■ buoy ghosh 


India’s Q2 export-import trade 
growth slips to 1% from 9% 

A mix of global and local factors responsible, says report 


faced two issues - technolo¬ 
gy and integration of HR. 

Since both the banks 
worked on the common core 
banking solutions (CBS) plat¬ 
form, it would make the 
amalgamation relatively 
smoother, she pointed out. 

It was the integration of 
HR that held the promise of 
strong growth for the 


merged bank and better ca¬ 
reer prospects for the em¬ 
ployees, she added. 

Deriving synergies 

According to her, the bank 
would derive synergies from 
wider pan-India presence, 
economies of scale, higher 
investments in technology 
and improving productivity. 


She said customers would 
benefit from better custo¬ 
mised product and service 
offerings and digital initia¬ 
tives that will be rolled out. 

S.S. Mallikarjuna Rao, MD 
and CEO, Allahabad Bank, 
expressed confidence that 
the combined entity would 
turn into a ‘great bank in the 
future’. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Thomas Cook India said it 
would not be impacted by 
the collapse of the 178-year- 
old British tour operator 
Thomas Cook as it is an en¬ 
tirely different entity since 
August 2012, when it was ac¬ 
quired by Canada-based 
Fairfax Financial Holdings. 

“Post transfer of its entire 
stake in Thomas Cook (In¬ 
dia) Ltd. to Fairfax, Thomas 
Cook U.K. ceased to be the 
promoter of Thomas Cook 
(India) from August 2012 
and since then, Thomas 
Cook U.K. has had no finan¬ 
cial or business stake in 
Thomas Cook (India) Limit¬ 
ed,” the company said in a 
statement on Monday. 

The clarification follows 
debt-laden Thomas Cook 
U.K. declaring bankruptcy 


on Monday. As per reports, 
the collapse of Thomas 
Cook U.K. has left about 6 
lakh travellers stranded, 
sparking the U.K.’s biggest 
repatriation since World 
War II. 

Madhavan Menon, CMD, 
Thomas Cook (India), said 
Thomas Cook India Group’s 
cash and bank deposits ba¬ 
lances stood at H3,890 mil¬ 
lion as on June 30,2019. 

‘Debt-free’ 

Additionally, the company 
is debt-free post the pre¬ 
payment of ^670 million de¬ 
benture obligations ahead 
of schedule. The Group gen¬ 
erates an average annual 
free cash flow of around 
£2,500 million, he said. 
Thomas Cook India shares 
ended 1.82% lower on the 
BSE at H53.65 apiece. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

India’s containerised trade 
growth in Q2 2019 slowed to 
1% from 9% over the same 
period last year, according 
to Maersk India Trade 
Report. 

This was due to a host of 
international factors such as 
slowing trade growth, and 
growing trade tensions, cou¬ 
pled with domestic factors 
like rural consumer distress, 
tightening liquidity and a 
slowdown in key manufac¬ 
turing sectors, it said. 

Combined, these triggers 
impacted India’s economic 
activity, slowing overall im¬ 
port-export growth, it ad¬ 
ded. As per the report, west 
India delivered the highest 
growth with imports grow¬ 
ing at 4% and exports at 11%. 


north India delivered 1% 
growth in imports and a de¬ 
cline of 9% in exports. South 
India registered 1% import 
growth and 2% export 
growth while east India re¬ 
corded 2% growth in im¬ 
ports and a decline of 1% in 
exports. 

Exports to China fall 

“India’s exports to China de¬ 
clined by 20%, led by a re¬ 
duction in demand for India- 
made textiles and apparel. 
Imports from China con¬ 
tracted more, by 22%,” the 
report said adding exports 
to Saudi Arabia have grown 
by 74% with vegetables and 
tiles, stone and glass exports 
from India. 

Steve Felder, MD, Maersk 
South Asia, “Amid increas¬ 
ing global volatility, a slower 


local economy and the USA’s 
withdrawal of preferential 
access for certain Indian 
products, India’s import-ex¬ 
port trade is expected to 
continue to face headwinds 
in the coming months.” 

However, the Commerce 
Ministry’s recently proposed 
export promotion scheme, 
supported with a produc¬ 
tion-based support scheme, 
coupled with a weaker ru¬ 
pee, is expected to boost 
Make in India and benefit 
multiple industries, he said. 

India’s overall trade with 
North America grew 14%, 
and with Europe a growth of 
10% was witnessed in Q2 
2019. 

Containerised trade with 
the Mediterranean countries 
was flat, primarily due to a 
2% reduction in exports. 


NSE hit by technical 
glitch, trading hit briefly 

Exchange looks into reasons 


India, Emirates discuss 
areas of future cooperation 

Growth opportunities for Indian banks deliberated 



Mutual understanding: Both sides also discussed the 
implementation of bilateral agreements. ■ ap 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

A technical glitch hit trading 
terminals of the country’s 
largest exchange NSE on 
Monday, leaving investors 
with no real-time updates, 
markets sources said. 

People close to the deve¬ 
lopment said that there was 
a technical glitch at NSE for 
about 10 minutes around 
3.15 p.m. The problem got 
resolved minutes before the 
closing session. 

The exchange is looking 
into the reason for the 
glitch, they added. 

Earlier in the day, many 
brokers could not get feeds 
or price updates due to a 
connectivity issue with one 
of the Internet services pro¬ 
viders, Sify. Later, the issue 
got resolved. 

“There was a connectivi¬ 




ty issue with Sify during the 
morning trade session due 
to which some brokers 
could not get feeds. The is¬ 
sue has been resolved by the 
Internet service provider, ” 
an NSE spokesperson said. 

ICICI Direct had said in a 
tweet in the morning, “Price 
feeds not coming from NSE 
due to technical issue at NSE 
end. Limit orders not going 
across all products. Please 
place limit price.” 



SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

India and the United Arab 
Emirates discussed areas for 
future cooperation, includ¬ 
ing growth opportunities for 
Indian banks, and the poten¬ 
tial for private banks operat¬ 
ing at the Abu Dhabi Global 
Market (ADGM) to offer priv¬ 
ate wealth services in India, 
according to a joint state¬ 
ment issued by the Ministry 
of Commerce and the Abu 
Dhabi Investment Authority. 

The joint statement 
comes following the seventh 
meeting of the UAE-India 
High Level Joint Task Force 
on Investments, which was 
co-chaired by Sheikh Hamed 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Ma¬ 
naging Director of Abu Dha¬ 
bi Investment Authority 
(ADIA), and Indian Minister 



of Commerce Piyush Goyal. 

The statement added that 
the Indian government had 
agreed to “give an early con¬ 
sideration and mutually be¬ 
neficial solution” to the issue 
of tax treatment of the Abu 
Dhabi Investment Authori¬ 
ty’s subsidiaries at the 
ADGM so as to facilitate the 
authority’s investments in 



India. “In the context of the 
Air Services Agreement bet¬ 
ween India and UAE and the 
memorandum of under¬ 
standing with the Emirates 
of Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Ras-Al- 
Khaimah and Sharjah, both 
sides discussed the imple¬ 
mentation of these bilateral 
agreements,” the joint state¬ 
ment said. 



Biofuel planes may fly 
10 cr. passengers by 2030 

Must develop electric aircraft: Singh 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

India has committed to fly 
10 crore passengers on bio- 
fuel-propelled planes by 
2030, Spicejet’s chairman 
and managing director, Ajay 
Singh said at UN’s SDG Cli¬ 
mate Summit in New York. 

“While we flew just one 
flight out of the 1.5 lakh 
flown on biofuels so far, we 
have committed that by 
2030, India will fly 100 mil¬ 
lion of its passengers, the 
same number of total pas¬ 
sengers we flew in 2015, us¬ 
ing safe fuels,” he said. 

Last year, Spicejet operat¬ 
ed its first-ever flight pro¬ 
pelled by a blend of jatropha 
seeds and aviation turbine 
fuel for a technological de¬ 
monstration. He empha¬ 
sised on the need for all sta¬ 
keholders, including 



Ajay Singh 


refineries, passengers, air¬ 
ports and governments, to 
work together to turn In¬ 
dia's commitment into reali¬ 
ty. He said there was a need 
to not only find new ways to 
burn less fossil fuels, but al¬ 
so to find an alternative to 
fuel-guzzling planes by pur¬ 
suing the development of 
electric aircraft for flying 
needs of the future. 


ICICI Bank to 
open 450 new 
branches 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Private sector lender ICICI 
Bank is planning to open 
450 branches this financial 
year, of which 320 branch¬ 
es have already been ad¬ 
ded, the bank said in a 
statement. 

“The bank has made 320 
branches operational for 
customers and in the pro¬ 
cess, it has crossed the mil¬ 
estone of having 5,000 
branches. The milestone 
branch was set up at Thane 
in Maharashtra,” the bank 
said. Anup Bagchi, execu¬ 
tive director, ICICI Bank, 
said “We believe that a 
wide branch network con¬ 
tinues to be important for 
retail banking. It helps dee¬ 
pen the relationship with 
the customer by serving 
them a wide range of pro¬ 
ducts and offerings.” 


• • 
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Paris, Canada, Abu Dhabi, Oman, 
Qatar and Bangladesh. 


Style it your way 

Next year, the professional drapist 
will be launching a unique coffee- 
table book on 365 styles of draping 
a sari. “It will present a new drape 
for each day, creating your own 
new outfit with your saris, your 
mother’s and even your grand¬ 
mother’s,” says Jain. 

She credits designer duo Abu Ja- 
ni and Sandeep Khosla for spotting 
her talent. “I had draped a very 
heavy sari for a client, which they 
mentioned to Sandeep (Khosla). 
He was impressed, and then re¬ 
ferred me to others,” she says. 

So what makes for the perfect 
drape? The art of using safety pins 
is not the only answer. “My secret 
tool is also a needle and thread,” 
shares Jain, who neatly stitches 
the dupatta or pallu from the 
shoulder to the bust to avoid tacky 
gaps or any discomfort for the 
bride. “Today, cameras are eve¬ 
rywhere documenting the occa¬ 
sion. You can’t go wrong with even 
a single pleat, and the pins should 
never show,” she explains, adding 


Meet the celebrity 
drape artist, who 
is trusted by stars 
like Deepika 
Padukone 


JAGMEETA THIND JOY 

One of the most common respons¬ 
es when asked why women don’t 
wear saris regularly is that they 
find it cumbersome to drape it. Ma¬ 
ny of them will also tell you that it 
limits their mobility. Both state¬ 
ments make Dolly Jain cringe. “It’s 
the quickest way to get dressed 
and when draped correctly, it can 
never hinder mobility,” says the ce¬ 
lebrity drape artist. Incidentally, 
Kolkata-based Jain holds the world 
record for draping a sari in 18.5 se¬ 
conds. What’s more, she can drape 
one in 325 different ways, and 
holds a world record for that as 
well. With over 15 years of expe¬ 
rience, she has a list of celebrity 
clients - Nita Ambani, Isha Amba- 
ni, Sonam Kapoor, Priyanka Cho¬ 
pra, Deepika Padukone and many 
more. 

Creating her niche 

A professional sari draper is as un¬ 
ique a profession as the services it 
offers. And Jain has come a long 
way. “Born and raised in Bengalu¬ 
ru, I grew up wearing jeans and T- 
shirts. I detested wearing a sari. 


but I got married into a family 
where that was the only outfit al¬ 
lowed,” says Jain, who decided to 
use this to her advantage. “I began 
to drape my saris in different ways 
and was appreciated for it,” she re¬ 
minisces. Soon, young girls began 
to approach her to teach them how 
to drape a sari perfectly. “I held my 
first workshop for a finishing 
school in Raipur with 86 partici¬ 
pants. That’s when I decided to 
give my talent a professional 
platform.” 

Her family was initially appre¬ 
hensive, but she credits her father 
for believing in her. “He told me I 
had six months to prove myself,” 
says Jain, who invested in a manne¬ 
quin and began documenting ev¬ 
ery sari drape. 

“Initially, I did 50 styles. I then 
progressed to 80 styles, then 125, 
225 and now my count is 325.” 
These varied styles have found an 
online following that numbers ov¬ 
er a lakh on Instagram and close to 
67,000 on YouTube, where she 
shares her tips and tricks regularly. 
She has taken this mission offline 
as well, with workshops across In¬ 
dia as well as in London, New York, 



Twist in 
the pallu 

If you are looking to give your 
sari a modern twist, Jain offers 
the following tips 

• Invest in a good selection of 
belts - both wide and narrow - 
that not only help keep the 
drape in place, but Look smart 
too 

• Who says you can't have fun 
with a sari? Jain recommends 
pairing up a sari or dupatta with 
a Long jacket and even denims 

• Go hands-free when 
socialising in a sari by investing 
in a smart fanny pack or waist 
pouch. "You can place your 
phone in it and wear it over the 
sari. Opt for a bejewelled and 
dressier one for formal dos," 
says Jain 


that the comfort of the client is 
paramount. 

Ask her about her dream client, 
and she says, “I would love to 
drape Rekha/7. She is the true 
brand ambassador for Indian sa¬ 
ris. I want to try a different drape 
on her that would go with her per¬ 
sonality, yet be very different.” 

Jain is now working on a photo 
shoot of five different ways to 
drape a Bengali sari for Durga Pu- 
ja. She will also be showcasing 
how to do different drapes for 
Dandiya ensembles. 


Dolly Jain’s draping charges start at 
?25,000. Details: dollyjain.com, and 
@dolly.jain on Instagram 



#DELHIMOVES 


Master 

of the road 

Vinod Sehrawat uses his legs in 
more ways than one, to cover 
the distance 


ANANT KAUR 

In his initial days of marath¬ 
on training, Vinod Sehrawat 
lost 18 kg. His family got so 
worried they thought he had 
diabetes. “From a 38-inch 
waistline I dropped to 30 in¬ 
ches,” says Vinod. The 43- 
year-old drives trucks in and 
around Delhi, for a living. 

Vinod started running 
three years ago because he 
was tired of his sedentary lif¬ 
estyle. “I felt mentally stag¬ 
nant,” he says. He was put¬ 
ting on weight alarmingly 
and gradually he developed 
fatigue which led him to 
“hate” his body. Eventually 


he started walking in Vasant 
Vatika Park after dropping 
his two children off at 
school. Gradually, he started 
running, and when a fellow 
runner stopped him and ad¬ 
vised him to take the sport 
more seriously, he did. 

“I am so passionate about 
running that it is now my 
life. No matter how tired I 
am after my day’s hard work, 
I make sure that I run the 
next morning,” he says, ad¬ 
ding that it calms his body 
and mind (“E/c sulcoon sa 
milta hai”). 

On the rare occasion he 
misses a run because of 
work, he’ll practise in bet¬ 


ween loading and unloading 
goods. Since he can’t afford a 
gym membership, he does 
body-weight exercises (like 
push-ups) in the park. His 
‘guru’ he says, is 35-year-old 
Abhishek Mishra, an Iron- 
man and ultra runner (a run 
over 50 km). 

Unfazed by the pollution 
and weather, Vinod is now 
training for his second full 
marathon (42 km), the Apol¬ 
lo Tyres Millennium City Ma¬ 
rathon. The first time, he 
finished a full in 3 hours and 
30 minutes (a well-above-av¬ 
erage timing). His half ma¬ 
rathon (21 km) timing is 1 
hour and 30 minutes. “I 
earn my livelihood by driv¬ 
ing in pollution so it does 
not deter me from practis¬ 
ing. Only a Delhiite can tack¬ 
le all kinds of weather be¬ 
cause of our extremes in 
heat, cold, and humidity 
conditions,” he says. 

His family though, still 
cannot understand what he 
gets from the sport, except 
for his elder brother (Shri 
Bhagwan), who backs him 
when everyone else tries to 
discourage him from run¬ 
ning. “I have stopped eating 
white sugar and I eat only 



Running on full Vinod Sehrawat drives trucks and runs 
marathons ■specialarrangement 


jaggery these days,” he says. 
Vinod sticks to a simple diet 
of “home cooked food, salad 
and fruits.” 

Last year he completed 
the self-created 365 day run¬ 
ning challenge. “I ran 10 km 
every day and 21 km on Sun¬ 
days, along with my marath¬ 
on training. I completed 
5,555 km in the process. In 
the future, my aim is to run 
ultra marathons. I would like 


to compete in a triathlon so¬ 
meday, but I don’t have the 
required funds.” 

Recognising his achieve¬ 
ments, last year. Puma made 
a two-minute documentary 
on Vinod, highlighting his 
love of running. 


The Apollo Tyres Millennium City 
Marathon, on December 1st, is 
open for registration on 
Townscript.com; 5 km, 10 km, 21 
km, 42 km; ?600 upward 


PREVIEW 


The meal to Chettinad 

Chefs from The Bangala, a luxury Chettinad property 
in Karaikudi, are in NCR for a series of pop-ups 



It was once a 
colonial-era men-only 
dub. But 20 years 
ago, entrepreneur 
Meenakshi Meyyapan 
revamped the property, 
which was in her family for 
over a century, into a heritage 
hotel. The Bangala (colloquial Tamil 
for 'bungalow') which opened in 1999 in Karaikudi, branded 
itself as Chettinad's first small luxury hotel. 

Today, not only is the property nationally recognised by 
the lifestyle and F&B industry, but its authenticity of food is 
also a much storied affair. The Bangala Table: Flavors and 
Recipes from Chettinad, a 2014 book written by Suneet Nair 
and co-authored by Meyappan herself, has documented 
150 traditional vegetarian and non-vegetarian recipes that 
the restaurant has curated for the menu at the property. 

The idea, for Meyappan, was to conserve and promote 
the culture and cuisine of her land, going beyond Chettinad 
chicken. In line with this, the restaurant's team of chefs is 
now in Delhi for a series of pop-ups: they started with 
private sit-down meals at various properties around NCR, 
including in Gurugram. 

Today and tomorrow, they will be hosting open-for-all 
lunches and dinners at The Lodhi.The meal will be served 
old school, on a banana leaf, withThe Bangala's trademark 
checked table linen, as well as specific ingredients, all 
brought in from Karaikudi. 

Their trademark Badam Halwa and Vadu Mangai (mango) 
pickle for instance, were made at the restaurant and 
transported for the pop-up, since these are dishes that can 
be stored. 

But while here, the chefs will be preparing a menu that 
includes close to 20-odd dishes, vegetarian and non¬ 
vegetarian. You can expect a delicately perfumed Crab 
Rasam, tangy and sweet Pineapple Curry, a well done 
Masala Fried King Fish, crisp Banana Flower Vadai, and a 
flavourful Butter Beans (or Lima beans) Kurma. 


At Elan, The Lodhi, on 24th and 25th September. £2,500 ++for 
vegetarian, ^3,500++for non-vegetarian; lunch 12:30p.m. to 3:30 
p.m, dinner 7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.; for reservations 43633333 

VANGMAYI PARAKALA 


PRODUCT 


Books in the wild 



The Nordic-style Rhino Bookshelf by Casa Exotique, a 
Delhi-based interior design firm founded by Bhavna 
Bhatnagar, is made in bleach plywood. The 4 ft x 3ft 
bookshelf, which can be made in colors of natural wood, 
brown, and black, can also be used as a sideboard, coffee 
table, or a multipurpose desk. The company accepts 
customisation requests. 


Available atA-119 Spazeedge Sohna Road, Gurugram; £45,000 


Contact us at delhimetro@thehindu.co.in 


5 EVENTS WORTH YOUR WHILE 


& 


3RD ANNUAL 
PASSAGE TO PROSPERITY 

INDIA 

AFGHANISTAN 

INTERNATIONAL 
TRADF & INVESTMENT ShOW 


& 


RETAIL 


Trade show 

The USAID is hosting the annual India- 
Afghanistan trade show. Titled 'Passage to 
Prosperity', this three-day fair, which begins 
today, will showcase premier products 
representing Afghanistan's agriculture, textiles, 
carpets, handicrafts, mining, gems and jewellery, 
banking, and pharmaceutical sectors. 
venue: J.W. Marriott Hotel, Aerocity 
time: 10 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
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DANCE 




Bharatanatyam 

IHC is hosting 'Hari-Hara', a solo Bharatanatyam 
dance recital by Shivangee Vikram from Nalanda 
Nrityakala Mahavidyalaya in Mumbai. As its name 
suggests, the dance presentation will explore 
the Shaivaite and Vaishanavaite modes of 
understanding, through aesthetically 
choreographed kritis. 

venue: Stein Auditorium, India Habitat Centre 
TIME: 7 p.m. 


Oktoberfest 

1911, the restaurant and bar, will hold a 10-day- 
long Oktoberfest, with German delicacies. On till 
October 6th, the menu features dishes like 
Hahnchen Schnitzel, a crumb fried chicken 
escalope; Weiner Schnitzel, a crumb fried 
tenderloin escalope; and Sauerbraten, a roasted 
tenderloin stew. 
venue: The Imperial, Janpath 
TIME: 12:30 p.m. -12:30 a.m. 


Thumri festival 

Sahitya Kala Parishad has organised a three-day 
Thumri Festival, to promote and showcase 
Hindustani classical music. Performances include 
those by up and coming artistes, along with the 
maestros. The line-up this evening includes vocal 
recitals by Pt. Sarathi Chatterjee, Pt. Ganesh 
Prasad Mishra, and Ashwini Bhide-Deshpande. 
venue: Kamani Auditorium, Mandi House 
TIME: 6:30 p.m. 


Paintings 

'Intertwined', an exhibition of paintings, 
showcases recent works by South Korean artist 
Jang Hee Mun. Through her work, it is apparent 
that the artist has imbibed Indian culture and 
ethos seamlessly. The artworks comprise layered 
forms and shapes in different colours, bringing 
out her distinct style. 
venue: Triveni Kala Sangam, Mandi House 
time: 11 a.m. - 8 p.m. 
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Tamil 

How does the book title That Life's Importance 
sound? Absurd, isn’t it? This is what Microsoft 
Translator’s Tamil translation of the book cover of J 
Krishnamurti’s Education and the Significance of 
Life reads like. It is a nice feature, but it doesn’t 
work to the T. It even got the author’s name wrong. 
This is no laughing matter, but what is, is Google 
Translate’s Voice feature. 

When I asked in Tamil the direction to the 
nearest pharmacy, it said, ‘Make your way to the 
drug store’. Not joking. And it is best that I do not 
mention what it came up with when I asked for help 
with buses to the railway station. Long story short, 
don’t use Google’s Voice feature. Among Google 
Translate’s positive aspects is its Instant mode, in 
which you can simply point at English words with 
your camera and get them translated into Tamil. But 
the app doesn’t support Tamil to English. 
Microsoft works reasonably better for English to 
Tamil if you key in the words, though. Hi Translate 
comes across as a breath of fresh air. There are no 
gimmicks. No fancy features. Just basic typing - 
simply type in Tamil or English and it works fuss- 
free. On one occasion, it translated ‘forest’ in Tamil 
to ‘wild’ in English. But other than that, it mostly 
got its Tamil spot on. 
Ranking: Hi Translate, Google Translate, 
Microsoft Translator 
(Akila Kannadasan) 
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ENGLISH -fr 

Make your way to the drugstore 
on the side 


PHRASES TRANSLATED 

Which bus should I take to reach the railway 

station? 

Can you share the direction of the nearest 

pharmacy? 

Hey, I am in the city for the next few hours. 
Can you suggest some places to visit? 

I just Lost my cell-phone. May I borrow your 
phone to make an urgent phone call? 

Sir, please charge a reasonable fare. I'm not 
travelling in an auto for the first time. 




Telugu 

I found a Telugu copy of Robin Sharma’s The Monk Who Sold His Ferrari. Impressively, Google Translate could interpret 
the book’s title effortlessly. I proceeded to scan a brief news report in Telugu with PV Sindhu and Mary Korn’s picture, and 
the translated text was quickly ready without any errors. However, it struggles to translate when the font is not similar to its 
database. For instance, the app couldn’t translate a provision store’s signboard. While translating the phrases, however, we 
learnt, short and well-structured sentences deliver the best results. Google and Hi Translate tend to translate word-for- 
word. On two occasions, their results were exactly the same. Hi Translate’s aggressive word-for-word translation engine 
falters when an English sentence has more than six words. On the other hand, Google handles long sentences well, but the 
translations are very formal. Despite minor tense-errors on three occasions out of five, Microsoft’s output is more 
colloquial, often omitting a word. 

Google’s voice translation is far from perfect. In fact, it reminded me of how Google Translate was in the early 2000s: 
almost unusable. However, if you use simple sentences, it works well. Microsoft has a clever workaround to this problem 
with a robust phrasebook. 

Ranking: Google Translate, Microsoft Translator and Hi Translate 

(Archit Mehta , with inputs from Kishore Koyyalamudi) 



Now we’re 

talking 

Whether you are looking 
for directions or just an 
ice-breaker, here are apps 
that may help you 
communicate better in 
Telugu, Tamil, Kannada, 
Malayalam and Hindi 

TEAM METROPLUS 


Few people have the ability to speak mul¬ 
tiple languages, a highly underrated life- 
skill. In the future, however, we might be 
able to get by, thanks to online transla¬ 
tion tools (on cue: “there’s an app for 
that!”). 

Ahead of United Nations’ Internation¬ 
al Translation Day (September 30) - 
which recognises the role translation 
plays in bringing people together and 
strengthening verbal communication - 
we tested if it is easy to translate English 
phrases (via text input) into Telugu, Kan¬ 
nada, Tamil, Malayalam, and Hindi. 

While there’s a whole host of such 
apps, Google Translate, Hi Translate by 
Fun and Hi Tool, Hi Translator for iOS, 
and Microsoft Translator are the few that 
support close to six Indian languages - a 
lot of the others do not list any at all. 



English j > 


Malayalam 
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pharmacy? 
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Kannada 

Three years ago, when I used Google 
Translate, the app gave me sentences 
that made no sense. Now, a lot has 
changed. I am surprised to see the app 
interchange sentences between 
English and Kannada with seemingly 
less effort and more accuracy. Similar 
is the case for Hi Translate, which is 
capable of precisely converting longer 
sentences with grammar in the right 
place. Though the apps seamlessly 
translate sentences, the extremely formal 
translations could make even a hardcore 
Kannada speaker go scurrying for a 
dictionary. 

While in most of the cases the word-for- 
word translations work fine, at times it 
changes the meaning of the sentence. For 
instance, Google translated a board that 
read ‘Varsha Travels’ in Kannada to 
‘Travel of the year’. (‘Varsha’ in Kannada 
means a year). 

Google Translate does not support voice 
output in Kannada. However, it 
effortlessly translates Kannada sentences 
into English. The scan feature in Google 
Translate works like magic when the app 
is able to recognise the font. However, it 
struggles to translate hand-written 
sentences and gets them wrong most of 
the times. 

Ranking: Google Translate, Hi 
Translate, (Microsoft Translator 
does not support Kannada 
translations) 

(Aishwarya Upadhye) 


N£i ENGLISH X 

hey. I’m in the city for the next 
few hours, can you suggest some 
places to visit? 


Upon scanning a front-page sidebar on a Malayalam daily using **^ r ^ mw**™ - 

Google Translate, I was surprised to see its accuracy and 
efficiency. But for some rough edges, the translation of the 
brief text was pretty much precise, though if you look for word- 
for-word comparison, a phrase or two was slightly off target. 

However, the overall picture was clear. I then tried to translate 
the blurb of a Malayalam version of RK Narayan’s The Man- 
Eater ofMalgudi that packed in some dense usages in a single, 
long sentence. The translation read like a summary of the text, 
nevertheless meaningful, as if the app applied its own brain to 
weed out some elements for the sake of simplification. 

In terms of accuracy in interpretation, there were mixed 
responses. For one thing, some of the translations were quite 
formal, if not stilted, while both Google and Hi Translate often 
threw up similar results as if the same algorithm or intelligence 

were at work behind the scenes. While shorter sentences were impressive with their 

correctness, longer ones raised some question marks. 
Google’s voice translation feature came across as a hit-or-miss affair, but largely usable with 
common sense. Similar story for voice translation from Malayalam to English too. 
Ranking: Google Translate, Hi Translate, (Microsoft Translator doesn’t yet 

support Malayalam translations) 
(Harilcumar JS) 
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Hindi 

Hindi has its own little idiosyncrasies depending on where you use it 

- Hyderabad, Mumbai, and Delhi have obviously very different 
styles, and it doesn’t take too much effort to pick up on these 
variations. If, in Delhi, I say “mahoday, Icripya uchit kiraya 
vasoolein,” instead of a variation of “bhaisaab sahi batao, mazaalc 
mat karo” to an autorickshaw driver, I can kiss my hopes of getting a 
ride for a reasonable price goodbye. The problem with all three apps 

- Google Translate, Microsoft Translator, and Hi Translator for iOS - 
is that they gave more or less the same textbook-Hindi versions of most phrases I asked them 
to help me with. The text/photo-scan feature on Hi Translator is a pay-only feature, and 
Microsoft doesn’t offer one at all. But the Google photo-scan feature is nifty, except when 
there’s even a slight change in typeface. I tried to read a Priyadarshan book Naye Daur Ka 
Nay a Cinema (Cinema of The New Era) published by Vani Prakashan.When I was pointing at 
the stylised text on the cover, it showed me garbled phrases like ‘New Mouthful Baa Sibema’. 
However, it worked seamlessly well with the plain typeface (only, it was a direct translation, 
which read ‘new era new cinema’). This will fail if you try to read a whole page through your 
phone camera, though. 

Ranking: Hi Translator for iOS (for UI); Google Translate (for photo convenience), 
Microsoft Translator 

(Vangmayi Parakala) 
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POOCH CAFE 



PEANUTS 




AMP OJE55 WHAT j‘VE 
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THINS? IN HERE TO THRILL 
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With horror; i have things 
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, WELL,HERE I 
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All the life 
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' SHOW AND TELL" 
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HEALTH CAPSULES® 

by Bron Limith 
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THE GUARDIAN QUICK CROSSWORD-13182 
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2 Full of food (7) 

3 From Swansea, say? 
(5) 

4 Momentary loss of 
consciousness (8) 

5 Moving seed of a 
Mexican shrub 
containing larva of a 
moth (7,4) 

613(6,5) 

10 Lack(8) 

12 Refuse container 
(7) 

15 Cubicle (5) 

17 Secret departure 
(by moonlight?) (4) 


Solution will appear 
in The Hindu dated 
September 25, 2019. 


■ Across 

5 Things are just as 
bad for me! (4,3,4) 

7 Complacent (4) 

8 Patty of shredded 
seafood and mashed 
potato (8) 

9 Cool dude(7) 

11 1 beg your pardon 
(5) 

13 Softly radiant (5) 

14 State of being 


under arrest (7) 

16 Salmon-like fish 
that also migrates 
from salt to fresh 
water (3,5) 

17 Champagne, say? 
(4) 

18 Shoving it in (anag) 
- cat-like ability? 

(5,6) 

■ Down 
1 Vitality (4) 


Solution No. 13181 
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India launches World T20 preparations 

South Africans confident of challenging the hosts despite missing three top stars 


fVmbuja 

Sement 


DHERIM! (>P e ‘ >sl 



All set: South Africa captain Sune Luus addresses the media along with her India counterpart 
Harmanpreet Kaur in Surat on Monday, -special arrangement 


SA WOMEN IN INDIA 


AMOL KARHADKAR 

SURAT 

The men may have moved 
on from the India blues into 
white flannels, but India’s 
women cricketers will com¬ 
mence their final phase of 
the World T20 preparation 
on Tuesday in a five-match 
T20I series against South 
Africa at the Lalbhai Con¬ 
tractor Stadium here. 

Considering the World 
T20 will start in Australia on 
February 21, 2020, captain 
Harmanpreet Kaur under¬ 
stands that the five T20Is un¬ 
der lights - India Women’s 
first floodlit outing in a bilat¬ 
eral series at home - will off¬ 
er her and coach W.V. Raman 
an opportunity to test the 
young talent. 

Experimenting 

“As you know, the World Cup 
is coming, that’s why we are 
playing more T20s ahead of 
the tournament. We have 10- 
15 games to experiment and 
give chances to youngsters 
and see how they fit into the 
side,” said Harmanpreet said 
on Monday, before slogging 
it out in the nets with her 
teammates. 

The fact that the team has 
several young faces - with 


the 15-year-old Shafali Verma 
stealing the limelight - coin¬ 
cides with the onset of the 
post-Mithali Raj era in T20Is. 

The legendary Mithali re¬ 
cently announced her retire¬ 
ment from the shortest for¬ 
mat. It will be interesting to 
see whether the younger bat¬ 
ters can grab the opportuni¬ 


ty and senior pros like Smriti 
Mandhana and Harmanpreet 
can shoulder the additional 
burden. 

Raman also conceded that 
the inclusion of four pacers 
in the squad was done 
“keeping the World T20 in 
mind”. It remains to be seen 
if a youngster like Pooja Vas- 


tralcar, who has been re¬ 
called, can impress. 

Just like the host, the visit¬ 
ing outfit has also rested 
three of its key players - vet¬ 
eran batter Mignon du Preez, 
along with star all-rounders 
Marizanne Kapp and Chloe 
Tryon. But captain Sune Lu¬ 
us exuded confidence that 


H2H 

■ Played 6 

■ India won 4, South Africa 
won 1 

■ No Result 1 


her bunch can stretch India 
over the next two weeks. 

While the teams will have 
one eye on the World T20, 
the Surat District Cricket As¬ 
sociation officials and volun¬ 
teers will be hoping that the 
weather remains clear. 

After all, they are hoping 
for a capacity crowd for what 
would be the maiden inter¬ 
national cricket match to be 
staged in the Diamond City. 
The teams (from): India: Har¬ 
manpreet Kaur (Capt.), Smriti 
Mandhana (Vice-Capt.), Jemi- 
mah Rodrigues, Deepti Sharma, 
Taniya Bhatia (wk), Poonam Ya- 
dav, Shikha Pandey, Arundhati 
Reddy, Pooja Vastrakar, Radha 
Yadav, Veda Krishnamurthy, 
Harleen Deol, Anuja Patil, Sha¬ 
fali Verma and Mansi Joshi. 
South Africa: Sune Luus 
(Capt.), Anneke Bosch, Tasmin 
Brits, Nadine de Klerk, Shabnim 
Ismail, Sinalo Jafta (wk), Aya- 
bonga Khaka, Lara Goodall, Li- 
zelle Lee, Nonkululeko Mlaba, 
Tumi Sekhukhune, Nondumiso 
Shangase, Mignon du Preez and 
Lara Wolvaardt. 

Match starts at 7 p.m. 


Kohli gets official warning, 
one demerit point 

For an inappropriate shoulder contact with pacer Beuran 



Virat Kohli. -afp 


India-South Africa T20I series in numbers 

Batting 


Name Inn Runs HS Avg. SR 50s/100s 


Quinton de Kock 

2 

131 

79* 

131 

147.19 

2/0 

Virat Kohli 

2 

81 

72* 

81 

120.89 

1/0 

Temba Bavuma 

2 

76 

49 

76 

115.15 

0/0 

Shikhar Dhawan 

2 

76 

40 

38 

135.71 

0/0 

Reeza Hendricks 

2 

34 

28 

17 

91.89 

0/0 

Bowling 

Name 

Inn 

W 

BBI 

Avg. 

Eco 

4W/5W 

Bjorn Fortuin 

2 

3 

2/19 

17 

7.28 

0/0 

Kagiso Rabada 

2 

3 

3/39 

21 

9 

0/0 

Beuran Hendricks 

1 

2 

2/14 

7 

3.5 

0/0 

DeepakChahar 

2 

2 

2/22 

18.5 

5.28 

0/0 

Tabraiz Shamsi 

2 

2 

1/19 

21 

6 

0/0 

Hardik Pandya 

2 

2 

1/23 

27 

9 

0/0 


SA IN INDIA 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

BENGALURU 

India captain Virat Kohli has 
received an official warning 
and one demerit point for 
violating the ICC Code of 
Conduct when he made an 
inappropriate shoulder con¬ 
tact with pacer Beuran Hen¬ 
dricks during the third T20I 
against South Africa here. 

Guilty 

Kohli was found guilty of a 
Level 1 breach of the ICC 


Code of Conduct in the 
match which South Africa 
won by nine wickets on 
Sunday. 

The incident took place in 
the fifth over of the Indian 
innings when Kohli made 
contact with Hendricks 
while taking a run. 

“Kohli was found to have 
breached Article 2.12 of the 
ICC Code of Conduct for 
Players and Player Support 
Personnel, which relates to 
‘Inappropriate physical con¬ 
tact with a Player, Player 
Support Personnel, Umpire, 


Match Referee or any other 
person (including a specta¬ 
tor) during an International 
Match’,” the ICC said in a 
statement. 

In addition to this, one de¬ 
merit point has been added 
to the disciplinary record of 
Kohli. 

Kohli now has three de¬ 
merit points after having got 
one each during the Pretoria 
Test against South Africa on 
January 15, 2018 and against 
Afghanistan in the ICC Men’s 
Cricket World Cup 2019 on 
June 22. 


Madhav Apte passes away 


G. VIS WANATH 
MUMBAI 

Former India cricketer Mad¬ 
hav Apte breathed his last at 
the Breach Candy Hospital 
here on Monday morning. 
He was 86 and had been ail¬ 
ing for a few months. He is 
survived by wife Sheela, son 
Vaman and two daughters, 
Radhika and Janhavi. 

Apte was admitted to hos¬ 
pital last Saturday. “He lived 
a full life,” said Vaman, an 
accomplished squash player. 
Apte’s younger brother, Ar- 
vind, who played one Test 
against England at Headin- 
gley in 1959, passed away 
five years ago. 

India’s cricketing fraterni¬ 
ty has always wondered why 
Madhav Apte had not worn 
the India cap more than se¬ 
ven times. 

He made a decent Test de¬ 
but against the Abdul Hafeez 
Kardar-led Pakistan at the 
Brabourne Stadium in 1952 
- 30 and 10 not out. He then 
made 42 against Pakistan at 
Chepauk, 64 and 52 in his 
first overseas Test against 
the West Indies at Port-of- 
Spain, 64 and 9 at Bridge¬ 
town, 0 and 163 not out at 
Port-of-Spain, 30 and 30 at 
Georgetown and 15 and 33 at 
Kingston. 

Despite this, the right- 



MadhavApte. -filephoto 


handed opener never played 
for India again. He must 
have heard at least a thou¬ 
sand times the question why 
he was not chosen after that 
tour of the West Indies. 

According to those who 
have watched him play, Apte 
was a solid and stylish open¬ 
er. He scored 542 runs at 
49.27 and most of his runs 
came against the likes of 
Frank King, Gerry Gomez, 
Frank Worrell, Alf Valentine 
and Sonny Ramadhin. 

He played 67 First Class 
matches (46 Ranji Trophy 
for Bombay and three for 
Bengal) scored 3,336 runs, 
with six centuries and 16 
half-centuries. 


He was a true 
aficionado of our 
beloved game and 
just couldn’t have 
enough of it. The 
cricketing get- 
togethers at his 
house were 
memorable 
evenings. I will miss 
those evenings, 
listening to him 
along with some of 
the greatest names 
in Indian cricket 

SUNIL GAVASKAR 

Apte was chairman of the 
Mumbai Cricket Associa¬ 
tion’s Cricket Improvement 
Committee. He was also pre¬ 
sident of the Cricket Club of 
India in the early 1990s and 
president of the Legends 
Club. 

Chandu Patankar, Vasu 
Paranjape, Sunil Gavaskar, 
Jatin Paranjpe and many 
cricketers were present at 
the Shivaji Park 
crematorium. 

“Madhavrao was a real 
friend,” said a very emotion¬ 
al Patankar. 

Apte got along well with 
different generations of 
cricketers and was a racon¬ 
teur par excellence. 


T10 is ideal for Olympics 
and CWG, says Morgan 


G. VIS WANATH 

MUMBAI 

Eoin Morgan, England’s 
World Cup-winning captain, 
said the T10 format of crick¬ 
et is ideally suited for the 
Olympic and Common¬ 
wealth Games. 

While promoting the first 
Abu Dhabi T10 featuring 10 
teams that will be broadcast 
by Sony Pictures Network 
from November 14 to 24, the 
33-year-old Dublin-born at¬ 
tacking left-hander said that 
just as Twenty20 made an 
impact in international 
cricket, T10 will also enter¬ 
tain and popularise the 
game. 

Morgan, who played his 
last Test in 2012 and began 
the journey of white-ball 
cricket, felt that a 60-ball 
game will cause as much 
buzz as the Twenty20 (120- 
ball game) did. 

“The role that T20 has 
played in growing and 
changing the game, I think 
T10 has a similar role to play. 
I say that for different rea¬ 
sons. T10 is one of the most 
entertaining formats for pe¬ 
ople to watch. It’s a minute 
avenue in the same way as 
T20 and saying to people 



Eoin Morgan, -vivekbendre 


that this is our sport and this 
is what it looks like. It’s a 
great little advert for the 
game; one can host a tourna¬ 
ment in such a short span of 
time, say 10 teams in 12 days. 

Selling point 

“And that makes it such a 
selling point for the Olympic 
and Commonwealth Games. 
We don’t know anything 
about the 100-ball tourna¬ 
ment because we have not 
experienced it. I think it will 
be a success. I do believe 
that T10 could be ideal for 
the Olympics and CWG. A 
game only lasts 90 minutes. 
A lot of countries will pre¬ 
pare for the Games and fi¬ 
nancially back the sport.” 


Touching upon the evolu¬ 
tion of the game from Test to 
50-over, T20 and now T10, 
Morgan believes that the 
game is in a healthy state. 
“Speaking on behalf of En¬ 
glish cricket, it’s in a healthy 
place. We had the summer 
of a lifetime, winning the 
World Cup, seeing the popu¬ 
larity of the game rise a lot, 
ticket sales go through the 
roof and more integration 
with grass roots. 

“The Ashes is popular 
anyway, the level of specula¬ 
tion and talk was extraordin¬ 
ary. I have not seen anything 
like this since 2005. T20 
compacted the most impact¬ 
ful overs of the game. The 
PowerPlay and last overs 
have become important. In 
T10, every over and every 
ball is important. The mo¬ 
mentum changes in about 
six or seven overs in 50-over 
cricket and two or three ov¬ 
ers in T20.” 

Morgan backs the “con¬ 
cussion substitute rule” in 
the game. 

“The concussion rules are 
relevant for the game. Safety 
is paramount and in interna¬ 
tional cricket it always re¬ 
mains a priority.” 


TNCA misinterpreting SC 
order: CoA files petition 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

The Committee of Adminis¬ 
trators (CoA) has filed a 20- 
page petition in the Su¬ 
preme Court seeking clarifi¬ 
cation as it feels that the 
apex court’s September 20 
order is being “mischievous¬ 
ly” misinterpreted. 

On September 20, the Su¬ 
preme Court had passed an 
interim order allowing 
TNCA to conduct elections. 
The order also stated that 
disqualification from con¬ 
testing State body elections 
on completion of nine years 
would only be confined to 
office-bearers. 

The CoA, in its submis¬ 
sion (a copy of which is with 
PTI), has stated that SC’s or¬ 
der is being “erroneously 
construed in such a manner 
so as to override principal 
judgement dated July 18, 
2016, and August 9,2018.” 

The SC judgement, ac¬ 
cording to CoA, is being “er¬ 
roneously and mischievous¬ 
ly misinterpreted by certain 
persons” as they are trying 
to override the principal 
judgment as per the August 
9, 2018, order in which 
clause 6 (5) states that even 
members of the governing 


■ The CoA in its submission 
states that SC's order is 
being "erroneously 
construed in such a manner 
so as to override principal 
judgement dated July 18, 
2016 and August 9, 2018." 


council could be 
disqualified. 

The CoA has apprehen¬ 
sion that this misinterpreta¬ 
tion could lead to the follow¬ 
ing situation: 

1. A non-Indian citizen 
could come into the manag¬ 
ing committee or governing 
council. This apprehension 
has been specifically raised 
as a former office-bearer 
who is now disqualified is 
controlling a State unit from 
abroad; 2. Persons above 70 
years of age (not allowed in 
BCCI) will be entering va¬ 
rious committees; 3. Some¬ 
one with unsound mind 
could be elected in the com¬ 
mittees; 4. Ministers or go¬ 
vernment servants could al¬ 
so come back into the fray; 
5. Administrators involved 
with other sporting disci¬ 
plines could also come in; 6. 
Doors could open for all 
those with criminal records. 


Trump adds 
buzz to NBA 
India debut 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

MUMBAI 

“Am I invited Mr. Prime Mi¬ 
nister?” With that question 
to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, US President Donald 
Trump put the spotlight 
firmly on NBA’s India debut 
next month where the or¬ 
ganisers are expecting a 
full house. 

Speaking at the ‘Howdy 
Modi’ event in Houston, 
Texas, Trump mentioned 
his interest in the high-pro¬ 
file basketball league, 
which will be making its In¬ 
dia debut on October 4 and 
5 with a couple of pre-sea- 
son games between Sacra¬ 
mento Kings and the India¬ 
na Pacers. 

Trump said NBA will be 
one of America’s best ex¬ 
ports to India. 

“...very soon, India will 
have access to another 
world class American pro¬ 
duct - NBA basketball. 
Wow, sounds good. Next 
week, thousands of people 
will gather in Mumbai to 
watch the first ever, NBA 
basketball game in India,” 
Trump said. 

“I may come, be careful, 
I may come,” he quipped 
as Prime Minster Modi 
laughed. 


A difficult task ahead for India 

Has strong opponents — Japan, South Korea and Chinese Taipei — in its group 



The action begins... Japan, hoping to become the third nation 
to complete a four-peat, will count on two-time Women's 
Asia Cup MVP Ramu Tokashiki to come good. -k. murali kumar 


WOMEN'S ASIA CUP 


ASHW IN ACHAL 

BENGALURU 

India has a tough task ahead 
in the FIBA Women’s Asia 
Cup basketball tournament, 
which commences at the 
Sree Kanteerava Indoor Sta¬ 
dium here on Tuesday. 

India (World No. 45) has 
three strong opponents - 
defending champion Japan 
(World No. 10), South Korea 
(World No. 18) and Chinese 
Taipei (World No. 39) - in 
Group-A of Division-A. 

India had qualified for the 
elite Division-A by winning 
the lower Division-B title in 
the previous edition held at 
the same venue in 2017. 

The host begins its cam¬ 
paign against Japan on the 
opening day. With Japan and 
South Korea appearing to be 
a cut above a rest, India will 
hope to defeat a compara¬ 
tively weaker Chinese Taipei 
in order to avoid relegation. 

Australia, China, New Zea¬ 
land and Philippines are in 
Group-B. The top team in 
each group will progress to 
the semifinal, while the se¬ 
cond- and third-placed sides 
will battle for the remaining 
two last-four slots. 

India skipper R. Rajapri- 
yadarshini wore a confident 


look on the eve of the cham¬ 
pionship. “Our preparation 
has been very good,” Raja- 
priyadarshini said. “Winning 
and losing is secondary. Our 
aim is to give our very best 
on the court.” 

Coach Zoran Visic stated: 
“We cannot afford to play be¬ 


low our full potential. We 
will try to use the crowd sup¬ 
port to the maximum.” 

Fans can look forward to 
seeing world-class players in 
action. Japan, hoping to be¬ 
come the third nation to 
complete a four-peat (after 
South Korea and China), will 


count on two-time Women’s 
Asia Cup MVP Ramu Tokash¬ 
iki to come good. 

Japan coach and former 
NBA player Tom Hovasse 
said that while his side will 
miss the services of electric 
guard Asami Yoshida, there 
are plenty of other quality 
players on the roster. 

Speed, precision passing 

The trademark Japanese 
speed and precision passing 
will be on full display here, 
Hovasse added. 

“Playing with speed is the 
only way we can win. We 
can’t beat physically bigger 
teams like Australia and Chi¬ 
na in a half-court game. We 
have to run, use the entire 
court and open things up. 
That’s a big part of our 
game,” he said. 

The powerhouse Austra¬ 
lian unit boasts of six players 
from the team that finished 
runner-up to USA in the 2018 
Women’s Basketball World 
Cup. The physical Chinese 
side will be led by Shao Ting 
and Han Xu, both of whom 
played in the WNBA this sea¬ 
son. Star forward Kelli 
Hayes, fresh from a four-year 
stint for UCLA Bruins in the 
NCAA, will make her Asia 
Cup debut with Philippines. 

Entry is free. 


Cash awards for 
Panghal and Kaushik 


BOXING 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju 
on Monday felicitated 
boxers Amit Panghal and 
Manish Kaushik with cash 
awards for their medal¬ 
winning performances in 
the World Championships 
in Ekaterinburg, Russia. 

While Panghal was 
handed a cash award of H4 
lakh for winning silver in 
the 52kg category, Kaushik 
received IS lakh for winning 
bronze in the 63kg section. 

Panghal, who was the 
second seed, created 
history as he became the 
first male Indian boxer to 
reach the final of the World 
Championship. 

The 23 year-old Kaushik 
had an impressive run in 
the tournament as he 
knocked out fourth seed 
and Asian Games silver 
medallist Baatarsukhin 
Chinzorig in the round- 
of-16, before seeing his 
campaign end in the 
semifinals at the hands of 
top seed Andy Cruz Gomez. 

“I am very proud of 
India’s best-ever 
performance at the men’s 



Amit Panghal. 


■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


■ Panghal was given ?14 lakh 
for winning silver 

■ Kaushik received ?8 lakh 
for his bronze 


boxing World 
Championship. 

“I feel India has a great 
future in boxing. In fact, 
even those who reached the 
quarterfinal stage need to 
be congratulated for their 
performances,” Rijiju said. 

“This is the Olympic year 
and these medals are a sign 
that India is prepared to put 
up a good show at Tokyo 
2020 . 

“I want to assure all 
athletes, across all sporting 
disciplines, that we will 
extend all support.” 


Bulls roar 
back to 
share honours 


PKL 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

JAIPUR 

Bengaluru Bulls and Da- 
bang Delhi played out a 
thrilling 39-39 tie in a Pro- 
Kabaddi League match at 
the Sawai Mansingh Stadi¬ 
um here on Monday. 

Dabang was in the lead 
for most part, but a late co¬ 
meback by Bulls, courtesy 
Pawan Sehrawat, saw the 
sides finish level. 

Dabang’s Naveen Kumar 
scored 14 raid points - his 
15th consecutive Super 10 
- but will rue missing out 
on a chance to put in a suc¬ 
cessful raid in the final 
move of the contest. Des¬ 
pite the tie, Dabang re¬ 
mained on top of the table. 

Steelers beat Pirates 

In the opening match of 
the day, Vikas Kandola 
turned out to be the star 
performer for Haryana 
Steelers as it beat three¬ 
time champion Patna Pi¬ 
rates 39-34. 

Vikas’s Super 10 (13 raid 
points) saw Steelers come 
up with a complete perfor¬ 
mance. The victory helped 
Steelers consolidate their 
third position in the table. 
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SPORT 19 


TV PICKS 


Rugby World Cup: Sony Ten 
2 (SD & HD), 3.30 p.m. 
Tri-nations T20I: Final, 
Bangladesh v Afghanistan, SS 
Select 2 (SD & HD), 6 p.m. 
India (W) vs South Africa 
(W): 1st T20I, Star Sports 3, 7 
p.m. 



Munoz pulls out playoff 
win; Lahiri T-45 

LOS ANGELES 

Colombian Sebastian Munoz 
parred the first playoff hole 
on Sunday at the Sanderson 
Farms Championship to beat 
Im Sung-jae and earn his first 
US PGA Tour victory. Munoz 
fired a closing round two- 
under 70 for an18-under 270 
to tie with Im, who closed 
with a 66 on Sunday. South 
Korean An Byeong-hun 
finished third, one shot 
behind the leaders, after a 
69. Anirban Lahiri rounded 
off the week with a three- 
under 69 to end Tied 45th. 

AFP 


The buzz seems to be missing 

The tournament will roll out a hectic six-month season starting on Tuesday 


HAZARE TROPHY 


AMOL KARHADKAR 

SURAT 

Ambati Rayudu is back in 
cricketing gear after enjoying 
the World Cup with 3D glass¬ 
es. Robin Uthappa has a new 
team. Shreyas Iyer, having 
virtually sealed a place in In¬ 
dia’s limited-over squad, has 
returned to lead Mumbai’s 
title defence. 

Rishabh Pant will hope to 
regain some confidence be¬ 
fore joining India’s Test 
squad. The domestic teams’ 
roster will have an addition 
in Chandigarh, which will be¬ 
come the 38th team to be a 
part of domestic circuit. 

Still, with the little atten¬ 
tion that has been given to it 
yet again, the Vijay Hazare 
Trophy hasn’t really created 
as much buzz as it should. 
The inter-state tournament 
will roll out a hectic six- 
month season of domestic 
cricket starting on Tuesday. 

Problem of venues 

With no other option but to 


The groups 

Group A: Mumbai, Saurashtra, 
Andhra, Chhattisgarh, 

Hyderabad, Karnataka, Kerala, 
Goa, Jharkhand 

Group B: Delhi, Vidarbha, 
Maharashtra, Himachal Pradesh, 
Baroda, Odisha, Uttar Pradesh, 
Haryana, Punjab 

Group C: Gujarat, Bengal, 

Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan, Jammu 
& Kashmir, Tripura, Madhya 
Pradesh, Services, Railways, Bihar 

Plate: Nagaland, Manipur, 
Meghalaya, Sikkim, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Mizoram, Assam, 
Chandigarh, Uttarakhand, 
Puducherry 

start the Vijay Hazare Trophy 
before the monsoon sub¬ 
sides, the BCCI has struggled 
to find venues. 

And with the late addition 
of Chandigarh, the finalisa¬ 
tion of fixtures was also de¬ 
layed. As a result, by the time 
Jaipur, Vadodara, Bengaluru 
and Dehradun were con¬ 
firmed as venues, the teams 
barely had time to get into 
the groove. 

If that was not enough, the 


Tuesday's matches 

(9 a.m. start) 

Elite: Group A (Bengaluru): 
Mumbai v Saurashtra, 
Andhra v Chhattisgarh, 
Hyderabad v Karnataka. 

Group B (Vadodara): Delhi 
v Vidarbha, Maharashtra v 
Himachal, Baroda v Odisha. 

Group C (Jaipur): Gujarat 
v Bengal, Tamil Nadu v 
Rajasthan, J&K v Tripura. 

Plate (Dehradun): 

Nagaland v Manipur, 
Meghalaya v Sikkim, 
Arunachal Pradesh v 
Mizoram 


extended monsoon in most 
parts of the country has re¬ 
sulted in a majority of teams 
entering the league stage - to 
be played from September 
24 to October 16 - under¬ 
cooked. 

The rain is likely to chase 
them at all the four venues, 
at least during the first half of 
the tournament. 

Cream will play 

Despite the various challeng¬ 


es, the fact is that the cream 
of India’s white-ball cricke¬ 
ters - barring the top lot who 
will feature against South 
Africa in three Tests - will be 
keen to impress the selectors 
and help their teams start 
the season on a positive note. 

Still, neither the BCCI nor 
any of the staging associa¬ 
tions have really put in any 
effort to market the tourna¬ 
ment. 

As a result, most matches 
- despite the presence of big 
names - will go unnoticed, 
though a few select matches 
are to be live-streamed by 
CCI’s broadcasting partner. 

Chance for youngsters 

For the young flock, though, 
the white-ball season of dom¬ 
estic cricket - with the Syed 
Mushtaq Ali Trophy set to 
follow the Vijay Hazare Tro¬ 
phy - will be an opportunity 
to stake a claim in the Indian 
squad for next year’s World 
Twenty20. 

It will be interesting to see 
if the youngsters make the 
most of these two months. 



Back in action: Ambati Rayudu, who did a flip-flop on his retirement, returns to lead Hyderabad 
against Karnataka. ■ file photo 



Warne gets driving ban for 
speeding offences 

LONDON 


Australia Test great Shane 
Warne was on Monday 
banned from driving for 12 
months after his sixth 
speeding offence in a two- 
year period. The former 
leg-spinner admitted 
breaking a 40mph limit in a 
hired Jaguar in London last 
year, a court heard. The 
50-year-old, who was not in 
court for the hearing, was 
clocked at 47mph early on 
August 23, 2018. Warne was 
also ordered to pay a total 
fine of £1,845. Between April 
2016 and August last year 
Warne committed six 
speeding offences, afp 



Aditi best Indian; 

Korda wins French Open 

PARIS 

Aditi Ashok was the best 
Indian at the Lacoste Ladies 
Open de France golf as she 
shot even par 71 in the final 
round to finish Tied 26th. 
While Aditi ended with a total 
of 289, Diksha Dagar (72) was 
T-43 and Tvesa Malik (74) 
was T-63. American Nelly 
Korda shot a four-under 67 to 
win her first LET title, pti 


Odisha RFC 
starts with win 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

ICO L KATA 

Defending champion Od¬ 
isha RFC started its title de¬ 
fence on a moderate note, 
downing local challenger 
Jungle Crows 15-0 in the 
opening round of the 
fourth all-India women’s 
Rugby XVs here at CC&FC 
on Monday. 

The biggest win of the 
day was recorded by Delhi 
Hurricanes, who thrashed 
neighbouring side Haryana 
Warriors 72-0 to move to 
the next round. 

Maharashtra women 
bettered the other Odisha 
team Adibasi RFC 17-7 
while host CC&FC pipped 
Bihar RFC in 24-19 in extra¬ 
time after the two sides 
were locked 19-19 at the 
end of regulation period. 
The results: 

Women's league: Maharash¬ 
tra 17 bt Adibasi RFC 7; Delhi 
Hurricanes 72 (Neha 4 tries, 
Shikha 2, Priya 2) bt Haryana 
Warriors 0; Odisha 15 bt Jun¬ 
gle Crows 0; CC&FC 24 bt Bi¬ 
har 19 (extra-time). 

Men's loser's plate: CC&FC 15 
bt Delhi Lions 0; Jungle 
Crows 32 bt ACE Foundation 
12; Bangalore RFC 52 bt Mad¬ 
urai Veerans 0. 


Indians look to get the A-mark 

Khade, Srihari and Sajan will be keen to utilise 
the home advantage 



Ready to roar: Virdhawal Khade, centre, Srihari Nataraj, right, 
Divya Satjia, left, and Rujuta Khade will be keen to 
make waves, -n.sudarshan 


SWIMMING 


N-SUDARSHAN 

BENGALURU 

No Indian swimmer has ever 
achieved the A-mark Olym¬ 
pic Qualifying Time. It is this 
challenge that a bunch of In¬ 
dians will hope to surmount 
at the 10th Asian Age Group 
championship which gets 
underway at the Dravid-Pa- 
dukone Centre for Sports Ex¬ 
cellence from Tuesday. 

The meet, which is re¬ 
turning to India after two de¬ 
cades (after Delhi, 1999), is a 
qualifying event for the 2020 
Tokyo Games. 

The closest to achieving 
this dream is the trio of Vird¬ 
hawal Khade, Srihari Nataraj 
and Sajan Prakash, who will 
hope to capitalise on the 
home conditions and inch 
closer to the quadrennial 
extravaganza. 

Khade clocked 22.44s in 
50m freestyle at the senior 
Nationals earlier this month, 
which was just 0.01 second 
lower than his personal best. 
However, the A-mark for 
Olympics stands at 22.01, for 
which the 28-year-old needs 
to shave off a huge 40 frac¬ 
tions. 

The B-mark, which will 
ensure an invitation to the 
event if the total available 
quota places (878) are not 
filled, is 22.67. 

Realistic 

“Anything faster than senior 
[Nationals] is a realistic ex¬ 
pectation,” he said on Mon- 


hyderabad: Laxman Singh’s 
ward Mozambique (Akshay Ku¬ 
mar astride) won the Totaram’s 
Trophy, the feature event of the 
races held here on Monday (Sept. 
23). The winner is the property of 
M/s. Five Stars Shipping Co. Pvt. 
Ltd. rep. by Mr. K.N. Dhunjibhoy 
& Mr. Z.K. Dhunjibhoy and Mr. 
Berjis Minoo Desai. Jockey Suraj 
Narredu rode three winners on 
the day. 

1 MALVADO PLATE (DIV. i), 
(1,100m), maiden 3-y-o only 
(Cat. II), (Terms): best in show 
(Gopal Singh) 1, Bedazzled 
(Kuldeep Singh) 2, Top In Turf 
(Akshay Kumar) 3 and Royal Girl 
(I. Chisty) 4. 2, 3/4 and 4-1/2. Im, 
7.23s. Z8 (w), 6, 7 and 7 (p), SHP: 
21, FP: 25, Q: 21, Tla: 72. Favour¬ 
ite: Best In Show. Owner: Mr. S. 
Pathy. Trainer: Laxman Singh. 

2 ROYAL TERN PLATE (2,000m), 
3-y-o & over, rated 20 to 45 
(Cat. Ill): ROLL CALL (Suraj 
Narredu) 1, Charlie Brown 
(Koushik) 2, Francis Bacon 
(Neeraj) 3 and Lancashire (R. 
Ajinkya) 4. 1-3/4, 2-1/2 and 1-1/4. 
2m, 6.78s. (w), 5, 33 and 5 (p), 

SHP: 100, FP: 298, Q: 273, Tla: 
718. Favourite: Roll Call. Owner: 
Col.S.B. Nair. Trainer: R.H. Se- 
queira. 

3 MALVADO PLATE (DIV. Il), 
(1,100m), maiden 3-y-o (Cat. 
II), (Terms): urvasi (Rohit Ku¬ 
mar) 1, Gusty Note (Kiran Naidu) 
2, Sputnic (Akshay Kumar) 3 and 
Bob Campbell (Koushik) 4. 1-1/4, 
3/4 and hd. Im, 8.53s. ^9 (w), 6, 7 
and 9 (p), SHP: 21, FP: 50, Q: 29, 
Tla: 130. Favourite: Urvasi. Own¬ 
ers: M/s. Mangilipelly Satyanaray- 
ana & Nirmal Singh. Trainer: 


day. “That will also get me 
closer to the Olympic cut.” 

Both Srihari and Sajan 
have achieved the B-mark, 
in 100m backstroke and 
200m butterfly respectively. 
Srihari, in fact, has been in a 
record-breaking form lead¬ 
ing up to the competition. 
But his personal best of 
54.69, clocked at the World 
junior swimming champion¬ 
ships last month, is a signifi¬ 
cant 0.84 seconds behind 
the A-mark. Yet, the 18-year- 
old was confident of bridg¬ 
ing the gap. 

“I am confident that the 
golds are going to happen 
but it’s the faster timings 
that I am looking at,” he said. 

“Breaking national re¬ 
cords consistently means I 
am in form. I am confident 
of getting the A-cut.” 

Sajan, on the other hand, 
was more guarded, especial- 


Satyanarayana. 

4 RAJA SAHEB OF ITICYAL ME¬ 
MORIAL CUP (1,400m), 3-y-o 
only, rated 20 to 45 (Cat. Ill): 
PASO robles (Suraj Narredu) 1, 
Galloping Gangster (Ashhad As- 
bar) 2, City Of Wisdom (Deepak 
Singh) 3 and Queen Runner (Ak¬ 
shay Kumar) 4. 3-3/4, 8 and 1-3/4. 
Im 25.35s. HO (w), 5, 6 & 8 (p), 
SHP: 18, FP: 30, Q: 16, Tla: 87. Fa¬ 
vourite: Paso Robles. Owners: 
M/s. M. Rama Krishna Reddy & 
Meka Yugandhar. Trainer: L. 
D’Silva. 

TOTARAM’S TROPHY 
(1,200m), 3-y-o & over (Cat. II), 
(Terms): Mozambique (Akshay 
Kumar) 1, Titus (Suraj Narredu) 2, 
Ambitious Approach (Koushik) 3 
and Champion Bull (I. Chisty) 4. 
3-1/2, 5-3/4 and 1-3/4. Im,11.69s. ^9 
(w), 6, 5 and 10 (p), SHP: 16, FP: 
21, Q: 11, Tla: 46. Favourite: 
Mozambique. Owners: M/s. Five 
Stars Shipping Co. Pvt. Ltd. rep. 
by Mr. K.N. Dhunjibhoy & Mr. Z.K. 
Dhunjibhoy and Mr. Berjis Minoo 
Desai. Trainer: Laxman Singh. 

6 MALVADO PLATE (DIV. Ill), 
(1,100m), maiden 3-y-o only, 
(Cat. II), (Terms): WAH MS ZARA 
(Suraj Narredu) 1, Healthandhapi- 
ness (Gopal Singh) 2, Flag Of Hon¬ 
our (Kuldeep Singh) 3 and Free 
Way (Kiran Naidu) 4. 4-1/2, 3-1/4 
and 1-1/2. Im, 7.20s. HI (w), 6, 8 
and 6 (p), SHP: 20, FP: 44, Q: 27, 
Tla: 103. Favourite: Wah Ms Zara. 
Owner: Mr. Sarasam Madhusudan 
Reddy. Trainer: Ravinder Singh. 
Jackpot: ^338 (1,184 tkts.). Run¬ 
ner-up: 46 (3,659 tkts.), Mini Jkt: 
139 (543 tkts.), Tr (i): 50 (736 
tkts.), (ii): 49, (1753 tkts.). 


ly after his performance at 
the Nationals, where he 
came home in a disappoint¬ 
ing 2:00.13, close to three se¬ 
conds off his personal best 
(1:57.73) and a further se¬ 
cond off the A-mark 
(1:56.48). 

Among women, sprinter 
Rujuta Khade, backstroker 
Maana Patel and middle-dis¬ 
tance swimmer Shivani Ka- 
taria are expected to swell 
India’s medal tally. 

Pradeep confident 

“We should win a handsome 
number of medals,” said Na¬ 
tional coach S. Pradeep Ku¬ 
mar. 

“[At least] equal to what 
we won in the previous edi¬ 
tion (40 in Tashkent). Also, 
it’s a high-level competition. 
So they will get pushed and 
chances of getting the A- 
qualification are there.” 

Bangladesh 
holds India 


SAFF U-18 FOOTBALL 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

KATHMANDU 

India was held to a goalless 
draw by Bangladesh in its 
opening match of the 
SAFF under-18 football 
championship here on 
Monday. 

India started on an at¬ 
tacking note but an injury 
to goalkeeper Prabhsukan 
Singh Gill in the ninth mi¬ 
nute forced coach Floyd 
Pinto to make an early 
change. 

With Bangladesh com¬ 
mitting bodies in defence, 
India found it difficult to 
get past the opponent’s 
backline. 

Pinto termed the game 
as a difficult encounter. 
“Bangladesh defended 
with 10 men and I have to 
give credit to the boys for 
not stopping to put in the 
effort,” he said. 

India will play Sri Lanka 
in its last group stage 
match on Wednesday and 
the top two teams from 
the group will qualify for 
the semifinals on Septem¬ 
ber 27. 


Mozambique claims 
Totaram’s Trophy 


Pakistan not 
participating 

N-SUDARSHAN 

BENGALURU 

In the aftermath of 
Indian government’s 
decision to revoke 
Article 370, Pakistan is 
not among the 28 
nations that are set to 
participate in the Asian 
Age Group 

Championships. 

“Pakistan never 
confirmed participation 
because its government 
never gave clearance,” 
said Virendra Nanavati, 
executive director, SFI. 

“We sent invites to all 
45 countries in Asia. If 
Pakistan was ready to 
come, I feel we would 
have got the clearance.” 


INRC Kochi rally as scheduled 

Organisers say no fallout of Jodhpur incident 


RAYA N ROZARIO 

JODHPUR 

Rumours have been doing 
the rounds here that the 
Champions Yacht Club- 
FMSCI Popular Rally, the 
fourth round of the Indian 
National Rally 
Championship for cars 
scheduled at Kochi in 
November is at stake after 
the unfortunate incident 
here involving Gaurav Gill a 
couple of days ago. 

But Vamsi Merla, INRC 
promoter, cleared the air 
saying it would run as 
scheduled. 

“It’s a long way to go, 
but there’s no question of 


calling off the Kochi event. 

I have been in touch with 
the organisers and they 
assured me that everything 
is in place. 

“We are right now at the 
stages in the Kottayam 
region and have been 
explaining to the people 
about the rally. 

Notices to locals 

“We have also been issuing 
notices to local residents,” 
said George Varghese of 
Southern Adventures and 
Motorsports, the rally 
organisers. 

“There will be spectator 
control marshals every 


750m. They will be locals 
as they have better 
interaction and 
understanding,” he added. 

The former driver and 
navigator at several 
national rallies also said 
there would be banners 
across the area tinforming 
the public about the dos 
and don’ts. 

“We have given letters to 
all authorities concerned 
and have also explained to 
them how the event will be 
run. 

“They sounded very 
positive and it will be run 
as scheduled,” Varghese 
said. 


Bairstow, Roy dropped for NZ tour 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

LONDON 

England has omitted Jonny 
Bairstow from its Test squad 
for the tour of New Zealand, 
with paceman James Ander¬ 
son unavailable for the two- 
match series due to a calf 
injury. 

Warwickshire opener Do¬ 
minic Sibley has been re¬ 
warded for his prolific sum¬ 
mer with a berth on the 
plane alongside Kent bat¬ 
sman Zak Crawley and Lan¬ 
cashire pair Saqib Mahmood 
and Matt Parkinson. 

Batsman Jason Roy, who 
starred in England’s World 
Cup triumph, is another 


EURO LEAGUES 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

MADRID 

Real Madrid eased the pres¬ 
sure on Zinedine Zidane and 
delivered a resounding res¬ 
ponse to its loss to Paris 
Saint-Germain by winning 
1-0 away at high-flying Sevil¬ 
la in La Liga on Sunday. 

Karim Benzema headed 
in the decisive goal at the Ra- 


name missing from the 15- 
strong Test squad after a 
tough Ashes series. 

Surrey batsman Ollie 
Pope, who played two Tests 
against India in 2018, is back 
in the squad while Jos But- 
tler will be the wicketkeeper 
in New Zealand in Bairstow’s 
absence. The first Test, at 
Mount Maunganui, starts on 
November 21. The series is 
not included in the World 
Test Championship. 

Morgan to lead in T20Is 

World Cup-winning captain 
Eoin Morgan will captain the 
Twenty20 team, with the 
five-match series starting on 


mon Sanchez Pizjuan to se¬ 
cure an impressive victory 
against a Sevilla side that 
was unbeaten and hoping to 
return to the top of the table. 

The results: Premier League: 

Arsenal 3 (Pepe 59-pen, Cham¬ 
bers 81, Aubameyang 84) bt 
Aston Villa 2 (McGinn 20, Wes¬ 
ley 61); Chelsea 1 (Kante 71) 
lost to Liverpool 2 (Alexander- 
Arnold 14, Firmino 30). 

La Liga: Valencia 1 (Parejo 21- 


November 1. Tom Banton 
and Mahmood have earned 
their first England call-ups 
along with Pat Brown Mat¬ 
thew Parkinson. 

The England squads: 

Tests: Joe Root (Capt.), Jofra 
Archer, Stuart Broad, Rory 
Burns, Jos Buttler, Zak Crawley, 
Sam Curran, Joe Denly, Jack 
Leach, Saqib Mahmood, Mat¬ 
thew Parkinson, Ollie Pope, 
Dominic Sibley, Ben Stokes, 
and Chris Woakes. 

T20ls: Eoin Morgan (Capt.), 
Jonny Bairstow, Tom Banton, 
Sam Billings, Pat Brown, Sam 
Curran, Tom Curran, Joe Denly, 
Lewis Gregory, Chris Jordan, 
Saqib Mahmood, Dawid Malan, 
Matt Parkinson, Adil Rashid, 
and James Vince. 


pen) drew with Leganes 1 (Ro¬ 
driguez 35); Athletic Bilbao 2 
(Raul Garcia 38-pen, Muniain 
72) bt Alaves 0; Sevilla 0 lost 
to Real Madrid 1 (Benzema 64). 
Serie A: Atalanta 2 (Hide 84, 
Castagne 90+5) drew with Fio- 
rentina 2 (Chiesa 24, Ribery 
65); Lazio 2 (Immobile 8, Ma- 
rusic 67) bt Parma 0. 
Bundesliga: Eintracht Frank¬ 
furt 2 (Silva 44, Delaney 88- 
og) drew with Borussia Dort¬ 
mund 2 (Witsel 11, Sancho 66). 


Malvika 

triumphs 



Malvika Bansod with her 
reward "specialarrangement 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

MALE 

Young Indian shuttler Mal¬ 
vika Bansod beat Myan¬ 
mar’s Thet Htar Thuzar 21- 
13,21-11 to win the Maldives 
International Future Se¬ 
ries, and claim her maiden 
title, on Sunday. 

However, in men’s sin¬ 
gles, Kevin Arokia Walter 
finished runner-up after 
losing 21-13, 21-14 to Thai¬ 
land’s Kantawat 

Leelavechabutr. 

Vaibhaav and Prakash 
Raj claimed the men’s dou¬ 
bles title after beating Thai¬ 
land’s Pakkapon Teerarat- 
sakul and Panitchaphon 
Teeraratsakul 21-16,21-15. 

Ankitagoes 
down to 
Paquet 

SPOR TS BUREAU 

TASHKENT 

Ankita Raina went down 
fighting to the eighth seed 
Chloe Paquet of France in 
the first qualifying round of 
the $250,000 WTA tennis 
tournament on Monday. 
The 160th-ranked Chloe 
prevailed 7-6(8), 3-6,7-5. 
The result: 

$250,000 WTA, Tashkent, 
Uzbekistan: Qualifying sin¬ 
gles (first round): Chloe Pa¬ 
quet (Fra) bt Ankita Raina 7-6 
(8), 3-6, 7-5. 



Pleased as punch: Karim Benzema celebrates with Sergio Ramos after scoring the game's 
only goal, -reuters 


Benzema scores Real winner 
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The optimist: Manish Kaushik was delighted with his overall effort in the World 
championships, -specialarrangement 


Manish takes heart 
from improved show 


‘The success at one of the biggest platforms in the world 
gave me a lot of confidence’ 


BOXING 


Y.B. S ARANGI 

ICO L KATA 

Manish Kaushik learnt the 
importance of boxing at a 
good speed as he raised his 
game to a different level to 
bag a bronze medal in the 
World boxing champion¬ 
ships in Ekaterinburg. 

The 23-year-old Army- 
man, who is known for his 
clean punches and good 
combinations, was delighted 
with his overall effort in the 
World championships. 

“World championships 
was my best experience as a 
boxer. I worked on my speed 
and skill and it benefited me. 
I felt like an improved box¬ 
er,” Manish told The Hindu 
on Monday. 


“I learnt the need to box 
at a faster speed. It helps one 
win points, win bouts... The 
success at one of the biggest 
platforms in the world gave 
me a lot of confidence. 

“Fighting with some of 
the best in the business, like 
Asian Games, Olympics and 
Worlds medalists, was a big 
boost. My new confidence 
level should work well for 
me in the Olympic qualifier.” 

Inspired by Vijender 

Hailing from the boxing hub, 
Bhiwani district in Haryana, 
Manish - who took to the 
sport after being inspired by 
Vijender Singh’s Beijing 
Olympics medal - said he 
trusted his own approach. 

“I don’t believe in going 
all out and wasting energy 


needlessly. I study the rival 
and look where I can score 
points.” 

High performance direc¬ 
tor Santiago Nieva was all 
praise for the boxer. “Manish 
was fantastic through the 
whole week. He showed bet¬ 
ter level than before. It was a 
new weight category for him 
(after switching from 60kg to 
63kg) and the way he boxed 
with stronger and bigger 
boxers and the maturity he 
showed was superb,” said 
Nieva. 

Manish said he will have 
to lift his game for the conti¬ 
nental Olympic qualifier in 
Wuhan, China, in February. 
“I need to work on my 
strength as per my new 
weight class and improve my 
game,” said Manish. 


Zee Kushti Dangal from Nov. 3 


WRESTLING 


ANANT KAUR 

NEW DELHI 

In the race of so many 
leagues. Zee Kushti Dangal, 
a wrestling league has also 
joined the bandwagon. This 
league, however, is a little 
different from the rest - it 
will, for the first time, fea¬ 
ture an under-15 category 
along with the senior com¬ 
petition. 

The league, beginning No¬ 
vember 3, will feature eight 
teams and a total of 86 wres¬ 
tlers. Each team will have 
four men and three women 


wrestlers. Players will be 
picked from four zones in 
the country. 

Top names unlikely 

It is unlikely that any of the 
top wrestlers like Vinesh 
Phogat, Sushil Kumar, Divya 
Kalcran and Sandeep Tomar 
- who were present at the 
announcement of this 
league - will participate. 

Wrestling Federation of 
India (WFI) president Brij 
Bhushan Sharan Singh said, 

“We are hopeful that this 
league will not only provide 
fans with nail-biting action 
and entertainment, but also 


help in identifying newer ta¬ 
lent in the world of kushti 
(wrestling).” 

Since Sushil Kumar be¬ 
came a world champion in 
Moscow in 2010, there has 
been a definite rise in the 
sport’s popularity. 

Brij Bhushan said, “chil¬ 
dren as young as eight years 
old are coming to the stadi¬ 
um to learn wrestling, this 
shows their enthusiasm to 
start as early as possible.” 

The Kushti Dangal is fo¬ 
cussed on giving opportuni¬ 
ties to grassroot talent in dif¬ 
ferent cities as it will be a 
second-string event. 


Howsdy butter? 



Amul 

Tex some more! 


Challenges are different, goal remains same 

Vinesh and Sushil have Tokyo on their target 


UTHR A GANESAN 

NEW DELHI 

At 25, Vinesh Phogat is seek¬ 
ing her first Olympic medal 
in 2020 and wipe off memo¬ 
ries of a freak injury and an 
incomplete Rio outing. At 36, 
Sushil Kumar has got two 
from Olympics - and is still 
hopeful of booking a ticket to 
Tokyo. 

Contrast 

The two personify the pinna¬ 
cle of Indian wrestling across 
a generation but their pre¬ 
sent circumstances could 
not have been more con¬ 
trasting. 

Vinesh is the biggest star, 
medal hope and Indian wres¬ 
tling’s pin-up girl after 
clinching an Olympic quota 
and bronze at the recent 
World Championships. Sush¬ 
il is fighting age, talk of re¬ 
tirement and loss of speed 
and stamina. Neither is will¬ 
ing to give up their dreams. 

Vinesh has become more 
circumspect of the past and 
focused on the future. 
“When you complete a bout, 
regardless of the result, you 
know where you stand. At 
Rio I could not even com¬ 


plete my bout. 

“So that feeling of not 
knowing has felt incom¬ 
plete,” she said on the side¬ 
lines of an event here on 
Monday. 

The 25-year old admitted 
she was not sure of ever go¬ 
ing to the Olympics again but 
now that she has qualified. 


the next 10 months would be 
all about training and strate- 
gising. 

“I think I have only bene¬ 
fited from changing my 
weight category. I have won 
medals in every competition 
this year. I have already be¬ 
gun writing down the good 
and bad from my bouts at the 


Worlds, listing my oppo¬ 
nents and their strengths,” 
she said. 

Not about medal 

Sushil, meanwhile, insists on 
pushing himself. He suffered 
a first-round ouster at the 
Worlds but his participation, 
he said, was never about me¬ 


dal. 

“Honestly, I did not want 
to participate at the Worlds. I 
have not had enough train¬ 
ing and I have not had 
enough mat time in terms of 
competition. But my coach 
said you have to participate 
in every competition possi¬ 
ble. It feels good to be back 
on mat,” he said. 

Sushil knows the talk 
around his future. 

“People have been saying 
since 2008 (when he won 
Olympic bronze) that I have 
achieved a lot. My perfor¬ 
mance has improved since 
Asian Games. I can promise 
you will see techniques and 
moves rarely seen before 
from me hereon,” he 
declared. 

“I did not target the 
Worlds immediately after 
Asiad and concentrated on 
Asians, which was a mistake. 
Two months training is not 
enough for this level, I have 
to work on my stamina, but it 
is showing results. I became 
defensive in the last one mi¬ 
nute when I should have 
gone for an attack at Worlds 
but you keep learning,” he 
said. 



At the launch: Divya Kakran, Sushil Kumar, Vinesh Phogat, Sarita Mor and Sandeep Tomar at 
the ZEE Kushti Dangal. ■special arrangement 


^ Sporting beats 
Peerless, goes 
to the top 


CFL 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

ICO L KATA 

Mohammedan Sporting dis¬ 
lodged Peerless SC from the 
top of the standings as it 
downed the latter by two 
second half goals in Calcut¬ 
ta Football League’s pre¬ 
mier division ‘A’ match at its 
home ground on Monday. 

Kareem Omolaja found 
the lead at the hour mark 
and Vanlalbiaa Chhangte 
fetched the second nine mi¬ 
nutes later to give Sporting 
full points. 

The result vaulted Sport¬ 
ing to the top of the stand¬ 
ings with 19 points from 10 
matches, while Peerless 
with 17 from nine matches 
has dropped to the second 
position. 

While Sporting has a 
match left, the contest for 
the crown has narrowed 
down to Peerless and 39- 
time champion East Bengal 
(also on 17 points but 
placed third with an infe¬ 
rior goal difference), who 
have two matches each to 
go. East Bengal plays Mo¬ 
hammedan Sporting on 
Thursday in a match that 
will have a lot of bearing on 
the final outcome. Peerless 
takes on Rainbow SC in 
another match same day. 

Costly miss 

Following a barren first 
half, Peerless gained early 
momentum by launching a 
series of quick counter-at¬ 
tacks after the change of 
ends. Its efforts bore fruit in 
the 54th minute when Peer¬ 
less was awarded a penalty 
but Jiten Murmu shot over 
from the spot. 

Peerless rued the ab¬ 
sence of its prolific striker 
Ansumana Kromah, who 
was serving a suspension. 
Sporting made most of the 
reprieve and found two 
quick goals to seal the issue. 
The result: Mohammedan 
Sporting 2 (Kareem Omolaja 
60, Vanlalbiaa Chhangte 69) 
bt Peerless SC 0. 



Better late than never, says Rahul Aware 


Y.B. S ARANGI 

KOLICATA 

Rahul Aware was over¬ 
whelmed with emotions af¬ 
ter securing a bronze medal 
in men’s 61kg freestyle at the 
World wrestling champion¬ 
ships in Nur-Sultan. 

The 29-year-old - who has 
won medals in Common¬ 
wealth Youth Games, Asian 
junior championships, Asian 
championships, Common¬ 
wealth championships and 
the 2018 Commonwealth 
Games (gold) in the last de¬ 
cade or so - regained his 
self-belief after earning In¬ 
dia’s fifth medal at the elite 
event. 

“Maybe I lacked a bit of 
luck as I faltered at the last 
hurdle in several top events. 
Since I was capable, I won 
this medal. Better late than 
never,” Aware told The Hin¬ 
du on Monday. 

Aware admitted that he 


was under pressure after los¬ 
ing to Georgian Beko Lom- 
tadze in the semifinals. 

“I was really sad. I thought 
I missed yet another oppor¬ 
tunity to get an important 
medal. 

“My earlier failures played 
on the mind. I was tense 
prior to the repechage bout 
as I had a tough fight with the 
USA opponent (Tyler Graff) 
on a previous occasion. 

“I tried ‘fitley’ but it did 
not work. Finally, I was suc¬ 
cessful when I applied ‘tangi’ 
technique (using both legs to 
capture opponent’s leg).” 

Pedigree 

Aware, who comes from a fa¬ 
mily of wrestlers in Patoda of 
Beed district in Maharashtra 
and learnt his first lessons 
from his father and National- 
level wrestler Balasaheb 
Aware, fine-tuned his game 
under the late Harischandra 


Biraj dar and then under fa¬ 
mous grappler Kaka Pawar. 

Aware did not regret that 
he could not get a medal in 
an Olympic weight division. 
“I will try for it in the next 
Olympics. 

“Nowadays wrestlers are 
stretching their career up 38- 
40 years. Sushil Kumar is a 
prime example. One has to 
stay away from injuries to 
have a long career.” 

Supports wrestlers 

Aware, who supports five ta¬ 
lented wrestlers from Maha¬ 
rashtra by giving them a 
monthly stipend of ^5000 
each, wants to re-establish 
his State as a wrestling po¬ 
werhouse. 

“We have the talent and 
the tradition. If I get some 
help from the Government, I 
can start an academy and 
produce some fine wres¬ 
tlers,” he said. 


Divij relieved with change of fortunes 

Wants to play more tournaments to improve his rankings 



Mission accomplished: Divij Sharan, right, and Igor Zelenay 
with the trophies ■ picture courtesy: spbopen.ru 


TENNIS 


KAME SH SRINIVASAN 

NEW DELHI 

Divij Sharan was understan¬ 
dably delighted on winning 
his second ATP Tour title of 
the season in St. Petersburg, 
with Igor Zelenay of Slova¬ 
kia, on Sunday. 

“It is always a big moment 
to win a Tour event. This is 
the first time I have won a se¬ 
cond title in the same year, 
so it is even more special,” 
said Divij, who took time, 
despite the hectic travel, to 
talk to The Hindu. 

After winning with Rohan 
Bopanna the Pune event, it 
has been a tough progress 
for Divij. “I lost early in Win¬ 
ston-Salem and the US 
Open. So, it has been an en¬ 
couraging last three weeks 
for me to have come around 
and win the big $125,000 
Challenger in Jinan and now 
the ATP Tour event in St. Pe¬ 
tersburg,” said Divij, quite 
relieved with the change of 
fortunes. 

Divij, who could not con¬ 



tinue with Bopanna as the 
two were not getting into the 
big events with their com¬ 
bined rank, has been playing 
with many partners. 

“There are not that many 
tournaments left this year. I 
will need higher-ranked 
partners to get into the big¬ 
ger ATP 500 and 1000 
events. I will be on the look¬ 
out and hopefully play in 
some of them,” he said. 

Divij, who had closed his 
season in October last year, 
hopes to build his rankings 


this time, for the season 
ahead. 

“The goal is to continue to 
build on the recent perfor¬ 
mances and be able to play 
all the ATP Tour events lead¬ 
ing up to Paris. Getting my 
ranking up by another 5-10 
spots should help with that,” 
observed Divij, ranked 49th 
in the doubles. 

Thanks to the TOPS 
scheme, Divij has been able 
to have a coach and trainer 
for some weeks during the 
summer. 


ADVERTISEMENT 

Taneira Celebrates Khadi - The 
fascinating fabric of diversity 



A silk khadi Kanjeevaram adorned with traditional annapakshi motifs 



Silk Khadi Patan Patola dyed with natural colors 


F or long Khadi, has 
been a symbol of 
Indian persistence; a 
fabric which has given 
Indian resurgence new 
meaning. This year, as we 
celebrate 150th birth anni¬ 
versary of Mahatma Gandhi, 
it gives us an opportune 
moment to re-contextualize 
the meaning of the “humble 
charkha” for modern India. 
Taneira has re-imagined 
Khadi as the “fabric of diver¬ 
sity” and has launched 
Parichay- a collection of 150 
never seen before master¬ 
pieces of Khadi sarees. 

Challenging the stereo¬ 
type of Khadi as “modest 
coarse cotton”, Taneira has 
explored a broad spectrum 
of yarns ranging from silk 
to muslin and dupion to eri. 
Debunking the plain, rough 
and earthly toned Khadi, 
Taneira’s sarees have artis¬ 
tically been handcrafted in 
bright colours, vibrant hues 
and adorned in intricate 
embellishments. Each of 
these 150 masterpieces of 
art stands a testament to 
the versatility and magic of 
Khadi. A dedicated team of 
designers from Taneira 
worked closely with the 
master artisans to create 
these beauties. 

Traversing the length and 
breadth of our country, the 
collection showcases glori¬ 
ous Khadi Banarasi from 
north to royal Khadi 
Kanjeevaram sarees from 
south, ethereal Bengal jam- 
dani from east to Gujarat 
Ashavali from west. 
Laboriously handwoven 
with exquisitely detailed 
motifs and designs authen¬ 
tic to their origin, these silk 
weaves are paragon of the 
exemplary Indian crafts¬ 
manship. A revamp to the 


concept of Khadi, these rich 
works of art are sheer joy 
to adore. 

From the simple floral 
patterns of Kantha stitch 
and Rajasthani Applique to 
the delicate detailing of 
Chikankari and the gran¬ 
deur of Gota patti, Taneira’s 
hand-embroidered saree 
collection revives Khadi to 
reflect ethnic elegance. The 
bold beauty of zardozi on a 
delicate fine count muslin 
saree is certain to take your 
breath away. 

Taneira’s collection also 
brings together a precious 
assemblage of hand-printed 
and hand-painted Khadi 
sarees. From the mystical 
charms of Madhubani and 
Kalamkari to the mesmeris¬ 
ing precision of Ajrakh and 
Bagru prints, this melange 
of artistries is bound to re¬ 
establish Khadi as chic and 
contemporary. 

While establishing Khadi 
as an elegant and versatile 
fabric, Taneira also pays 
homage to the magnificence 
and finesse of Indian crafts¬ 
manship. Patan Patola, one 
of the most revered and cov¬ 
eted weaves in India, has 


been dyed with vegetable 
dyes, handwoven with Khadi 
silk yarns by highly skilled 
master craftsmen as a part 
of this collection. 

A handspun and handwo¬ 
ven saree is a labour of love, 
highly enduring and 
demanding. With each of its 
masterpieces carefully 
handcrafted by diverse 
groups of artisans from 
across the country, Taneira 
is glorifying Khadi as the 
“Fabric of diversity” by con¬ 
necting the contrasts and 
weaving harmony. 

To be a part of this cele¬ 
bration of the extra-ordinary 
skills of Indian craftsmen 
and refashioning of India’s 
signature fabric, visit 
Parichay, by Taneira. A 


unique experiential walk 
through Taneira’s exclusive 
Khadi collection, Parichay 
is open to all and runs from 
24th to 28th September 11am 
to 8 pm at the Crafts 
Museum, New Delhi. These 
150 masterpieces are wait¬ 
ing to be owned and can be 
reserved during the exhibi¬ 
tion. Come witness as Khadi 
weaves together history, 
diversity and identity and 
turns itself into an entity of 
expression at Parichay. 

Taneira is open 7 days a 
week, 11:00 AM to 9:00 PM 
At South Extension 1, Block 
H 011-47079995 and at 
Ambience Mall Ground 
floor , Vasant Kunj 
011-40870792 




A ND-NDE 






































